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About BCCIC In This Report

The British Columbia Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC) is a network 
that engages in sustainable development and social justice issues. 

We are a membership-based organization made up of interested individuals, in-
ternational development organizations and practitioners, and civil society organi-
zations in British Columbia, Canada.

We are focused on promoting and supporting the implementation of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, both locally and globally. Our work in-
cludes public engagement, capacity building, networking, policy and representa-
tion, research, and youth engagement. 

BCCIC is one of the leading voices for civil society organizations in the province, 
and acts as liaison among different provincial and national governments on mat-
ters related to Canada’s sustainable development policies. 
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A Word from the Directors

nity Foundations of Canada to form Alliance 2030, which 
is a Pan Canadian alliance of groups working on the Sus-
tainable Development Goals, it became even more clear 
that Canadians are aligning their efforts toward Agenda 
2030 in a very significant way, including their pocket 
books.

 At the C-7/G-7 meeting in Ottawa this year, we tabled a 
question directly to the Prime Minister and again to our 
Minister of International Development on behalf of our 
sector. If Canada is truly behind the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, which Canadians are, and supports the multi-
lateral nature of our world, why are we not increasing our 
Official Development Assistance toward the international 
target of 0.7% of GNI and why are we able to find money 
for the military but none for sustainable development? If 
we are truly committed to a “feminist” international as-
sistance policy, which we wholeheartedly support, should 
we not put resources on the table to support it?

 This question is central to our sector as we struggle to 
find the funds to support international humanitarian and 
development projects. As global difficulties mount, from 
increasing climate change events to unprecedented num-
bers of refugees fleeing conflict we need to step up our 
global citizenship. We pointed out that Canada, along with 
the majority of other G-7 countries are able to commit to 
increasing our military spending; in our case by a phenom-
enal 70% over ten years! The numbers are impressive. We 
will increase our spending from 25 billion to 32 billion and 
are under pressure to increase this to 60 billion. These 
numbers dwarf our international assistance envelope of 
5.6 billion, which remains at a paltry 0.26% GNI or roughly 
half of the global target.

 It is important to remember that the roots of our move-
ment grew out of the second world war during which we 
agreed that working toward peace, justice and a better 
world was better (and cheaper) than military conflict and 
worthwhile investing in.

 Our research at BCCIC has revealed that civil society in 
Canada believes in this investment. We are a much more 
powerful sector, and growing, than we thought. The more 
than 80,000 charities in Canada alone generate 250 billion 
in total revenue and account for more than 13% of our 
total GDP in Canada. We estimate about 60% of these 
groups may be working directly toward the better world 

of Agenda 2030. Charitable donations between 2010 and 
2013, the last period for which there are statistics, grew 
by 14%. That figure does not include the tens of thou-
sands of registered non-profits whose contributions to the 
Canadian economy remain much harder to track! Charities 
alone contribute 1.96 billion hours of volunteer time. That 
is more than a million full time jobs.

 Civil society is a powerful voice in Canada!

Throughout British Columbia, we have met with unparal-
leled enthusiasm for the SDGs and support for the work 
of our member groups. It has been inspiring to witness 
the BCCIC delegation to the United Nations and Climate 
Change meetings and publish our shadow report. Our 
BC2030 campaign asks non-partisan questions regarding 
support for the SDGs of all of our political leaders whether 
they are municipal, provincial or federal. This is a central 
function of civil society. We must build our democratic 
gravitasse and continue to put pressure on our leaders 
toward the better world that we all want. From doing 
SDG yoga to holding film festivals on global citizenship to 
working with young leaders on sustainable development, 
the imaginations and collective effort of our network 
continues to inspire. It is a great pleasure to work with our 
dedicated board of directors, the members of BCCIC and 
our fantastic staff toward a better world.  I look forward to 
the coming year and advocating on behalf of our sector.

By all accounts, it was an incredible year for BCCIC’s ef-
forts toward strengthening the profile of international 
development initiatives in British Columbia. Grounded in 
the Istanbul Principles and guided by the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a framework 
for development, we continued to see the growth of our 
network and collective impact throughout 2017-18. 

Together with our members, we reached over 90,000 
people with international development week campaigns 
and contributed to a total of 20 networking and public en-
gagement events. We visited 13 communities and hosted 
13 roundtables to engage British Columbians with the 
SDGs. In supporting our members, we offered 25 training 
sessions/workshops which 444 people attended.  BCCIC 
played a key role in forming Alliance 2030, an important 
initiative to advance the SDGs in Canada. 

On the international stage, BCCIC attended the “C7” for 
civil society leaders to critically examine how Canadian 
policies can align with SDGs. We continued to facilitate 
space for youth voices in international development 
by leading a 7-member youth delegation at the COP 23 
climate conference in Berlin. BCCIC also sent the largest 
Canadian civil society delegation to the United Nations 
High Level Political Forum (HLPF) where we released the 
second civil society report that evaluates Canadian prog-
ress on the SDGs.

This year our report was a Shadow Report alongside 
Canada’s official Voluntary National Review, and our peti-
tion to the Commissioner for Sustainable Development 

was successful in having her and the Auditor General 
make recommendations to the Federal Government about 
planning and implementing the SDGs.

As we move into our 30th year in 2019, this is an excit-
ing opportunity to pause and reflect on how far we have 
come as a rich and collaborative network and to look 
forward to new ways to innovative and continue pushing 
the boundaries of what we can achieve together.
As always, we thank the talented and hardworking staff 
of BCCIC whose dedication underpins the visionary suc-
cesses achieved. We also want to thank all members of 
the BCCIC network—together we have and will continue 
to advance development effectiveness in British Columbia 
and abroad.

Meaghan Hume & Darren Schemmer 
Co-Chairs, BCCIC Board of Directors

Civil society is a keystone concept behind our network. 
Over the past year I have had the pleasure of participat-
ing on the Civil Society Partnership Advisory Group to 
Global Affairs Canada as one of only a handful of advi-
sors, which has given me pause to think about our role 
as Canadians and the effectiveness of BCCIC and our 
sector. After drafting our Movement Map it became 
clear that an enormous amount of human effort is going 
toward making the world a better place here in British 
Columbia. Our membership is at the very heart of this 
effort. When we teamed up this year with the Commu-

Michael Simpson, Executive Director

“Civil 
society 
is a 
powerful 
voice in 
Canada!”



MembersStaff, Board, Volunteers 

STAFF

Michael Simpson, Executive Director
Deborah Glaser, Senior Policy Analyst
Dan Harris, Program Officer
Diane Connors, Communications Officer
Sara Farid, Inter-Council Network Coordinator
Aurélie Ygrel, Inter-Council Network Coordinator
Roshan KC, Bookkeeper  
Atique Raiza, Bookkeeper

BOARD

Darren Schemmer, Co-Chair
Meaghan Hume, Co-Chair
Tamara Baldwin, Secretary
Lynn Thornton, Treasurer
Ariel Mishkin
Shaheen Nanji
Penny Lyons
Rebecca Mellett

VOLUNTEERS

Programming:
Alejandra Paramo 
Ben Ross
Fiona Jones 
Fiona Pierce 
Hannah Barbero
Hannah Hee Eun Kim 
Joelle Moses
Kiera Schuller 
Linda Elmose
Navid Helal
Orton Mak
Sarah Spencer
Kiera Schuller 
Eryn Kim
Benjamin Georges-Picot 
Nehal Pareek
Camilla Carlin
Jasleen Bains
Hannah Christensen
Sarah Tesla
Laurel Wayne-Nixon
Anjali Mishra
Nico Caprirolo

Communications:
Sanchirmaa Batbayar
Iqra Manzoor
Gurleen Grewal
Luiz Manfré
Danielle Luo
Paddy Chen
Michelle Gomez
Lina Erikat

Policy:
Fiona Jones
Daniella Bo Ya Hu
Nelly Leo
Avneet Darred
Sarah Spencer
Hgo Wu
Gwen Tan

Catherine Tarimo
Alex Kwok
Tracy Ly
Rainbow Ran
Sarah Beer
Zoe Fajber
Sadie DeCoste
Colton Kasteel
Keila Stark
Grayson Barke
Gen Nacionales
Julia Dzgoeva
Emma Curtis 
Manuel Medina 
Andreea Pirvu 
Yomi Wong 
Neal Cameron
Tiffany Lee
Landon Reeves
Adriana Laurent
Jessica Jahn
Anjali Mishra 
Sam Tuck
Jeffrey Qi

COP 23 youth delegates:
Jeffrey Qi
Colton Kasteel
Sadie DeCoste
Joelle Moses
Benjamin Georges-Picot
Verna Yam
Keila Stark

ICN Volunteers:
Serafina Appel 
Jessica Jahn
Emily Mann
Brittney Potvin

AFFILIATE

Ascent Systems Technologies
Brinkman & Associates Reforestation Ltd
CESO / SACO
Deetken Asset Management Inc.
Engineers without Borders - UBC Chapter 
Hear Africa Foundation
Human Data Commons
JUMP! Foundation

INDIVIDUAL

Alvin Antonio
Angela Christina Lara
Ariana Arguello
Ariel Mishkin
Barbarah Nicoll
Belinda Li
Belinda Li
Ben Hoogendoorn
Beth W. Stewart
Catherine Douglas
Chris In Kyoon Moon
Clare Mochrie
Colleen Hanley

Corey Tataryn
Daria Zavarzina
Dr. Margaret Hearnden
Emiko Ohama
Evan Farough
Fiona Chandler
Gill Drakeford-Lewis
Hans Park
Harnoor Kaur Bhattal
Janeen Sawatzky
Janet Ray
Jason Ross
Joe Knockaert
Joyce Brinkerhoff
Kaila Borrelli
Katia Hammond 

ORGANIZATIONAL

Canadian Network for International Surgery
Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives
Check Your Head: the Youth Global Education Network
Cuso International
Development and Peace
Education Beyond Borders
FH Canada
For The Love of Africa Society
Global Aid Network
Global Stewardship Program - Capliano University
Global Village Nanaimo Fair Trade
HOPE International Development Agency
HUGGS Canada
Innovativecommunities.org Foundation
Justice Education Society 
Kenoli Foundation
Kesho Trust

North Island College
Oxfam Canada
Pacific Peoples’ Partnership Association
PeaceGeeks Society
RESULTS Canada
Seva Canada
SFU International
Shanti Uganda
Society for the Rehabilitation of the Horn of Africa
Susila Dharma Canada
The Maria-Helena Foundation
The Wellspring Foundation for Education
Umoja Operation Compassion Society
Universal Outreach Foundation
VIDEA
World Community Development Education Society
World Fisheries Trust
World Neighbours Canada Society
YMCA of Greater Vancouver

Morogoro Youth Development Initiative
Oikocredit Canada 
Okanagan College International Development Program
Peruvian Anti-Poverty Action Society (PAPAS)
SIETAR BC
United Nations Association in Canada - Vancouver Branch
Vancouver Association of Restorative Justice
Vancouver Island University - Faculty of International 
Education
Vivek Canada

Kayla Funk
Kayt Meraw
Kristin Agnello
Kusum Wijesekera
Laura Lee
Laurelene Faye
Lilly Vakili
Linda Ryder
Madeleine Zammar
Mari Otomo
Marian Dodds
Mary Pullen
Meaghan Doner
Meaghan Hume
Nadia Mithani
Narie D. Kinao

Nicole Rustad
Nora Whyte
Nzola Swasisa
Rebecca Mellett
Rosalind Warner
Saeed Otufat-Shamsi
Shana Rablah
Tamara Baldwin
Tamara McLellan
Tanya Wragg-Morris
Teshager Dagne
Tim Maloney

HLPF Youth Delegation:
Andreea Pirvu
Ariel Mishkin 
Candy Lin
Catalina Roberts
Ciel Arbour-Boehme
Cora Deneef
Dhwani Babla
Helen Gabriec
Kaila Borrelli
Katelyn Lin
Landon Reeves
Libia Niyodusenga
Mercy Wanalo
Molly Rahal
Monica Alas
Noni Nobars
Susana Franco Ruiz



Chapters

Comox Valley Global Awareness 
Network (CVGAN)

Steering Committee:
Cari McIntyre
Margaret Hearnden
Alvin Antonio
Robert Everson
Marvin Haave
Wedlidi Speck
Colleen Hanley

Regional Coordinator - Jerry Mundi

Activities:

* Changemaker Forum 2.0  November 2017
* World Community Film Festival Sponsor and SDG pre-
sentation February 2018
* Cultural Agility Workshops      January  and June 2018
* Pre Municipal Election - Comox Valley Sustainability 
Forum #1 ( in partnership with Council of Canadians 
Comox Chapter & Imagine Comox Valley)  May 2018                         
( a second forum is planned for September 2018)
* Theatre for Living sponsor of šxʷʔam’ət (home)    Febru-
ary 2018 

Kootenay Collaboration Network
(KCN)

Steering Committee:
Shana Rablah
Alon Gelcer
Monica Carpendale  
Trisha Wilson
Gabe English
Kat Brukhardt
Rayne Tarasiuk

Regional Coordinator - Barbarah Nicoll 

Activities:

2017 Oct 6 - 8 Youth Leading the World Congress
2017 Oct 21 Youth and SDG’s, conversations with youth 
from BCCIC Bootcamp
2018 Feb 8 Film Night “A Path Appears”
2018 YLTW March 9 Facilitation Training
2018 March 21 Networking Dinner: celebrating what 
network people are doing, sharing and connecting the 
synergy.
2018 May 14 Mother’s Day Rally for Peace, Lakeside 
Park,  Partnered with Nelson Cares, Kootenay Kids, Nelson 
Women’s Centre, BC/Yukon Kairos; supplied an art activity 
table, and offered information on the SDG’s.
2018 May 29 BCCIC 2030 Community Conversation
2018 July 13-15 Women’s All Ages Peace Retreat

Global Empowerment Coalition 
of the Central Okanagan (GECCO)

Steering Committee:
Rosalind Warner
Harnoor Bhattal
Gill Drakeford-Lewis
Joyce Brinkerhoff
Daria Zavarzina

2018 regional coordinator - Keneisha Charles
2017/2018 regional coordinator - Emma Logue

Activities:

Okanagan Volunteer Opportunities Fair (September 2017)
Began GECCO website maintenance (October 2017)
Okanagan College International Development Day (Octo-
ber 25, 2017)
Self-Care for World-Care: Yoga for Global Goals event 
(November 2017)
SDG scorecard project (January 2018)
SDG yoga video (February 2018)
Global Marketplace event (February 21, 2018)
Contribution to The Wave blog (March 2018)
World Community Film Festival (March 1-4, 2018)
Her Time to Thrive event (March 8, 2018)
Human Flow screening (April 29, 2018)
Kelowna BC2030 (May 14, 2018)
Finding the Good conference (June 8-9, 2018)
[GECCO Annual Report]

South Vancouver Island Chapter
(SoVI)

Steering Committee: 
Anita Mark
April Ingram
Suzanne Dane

2017/2018 Regional Coordinator - Eleri Davies

Activities:

Co-sponsor of the The City Talks speaker series and hosted 
the SDG 5: Coffee Circle Chat 

BC2030 Event with the Victoria Foundation 
This meeting asked the question “How are we showing 
leadership on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals?”  
and explored local leadership on the SDGs with a particu-
lar focus on SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities. 

Summer Fiesta Pub Night
Event Info: Summer gathering of SOVI members, with SDG 
pub quiz night and presentation. 

A BCCIC Chapter is a group of members who have come together in a particular 
geographic location in the province to undertake collective work



Sustainable Development GoalsInter-Council Network

The 17 goals span social, environmental, and economic 
issues, and were developed through the largest interna-
tional consultation process ever conducted by the United 
Nations. These goals are unique, especially from the 
previous Millenium Development Goals, in that they are 
aspirational, interconnected, and universal. The SDGs are 
meant to be a unifying agenda, encouraging every country 
to look both inward and outward to eradicate poverty, 
protect the environment, and build healthy and prosper-
ous communities that leave no one behind. 

BCCIC has been on board with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals since their affirmation in 2015 at the UN 
headquarters in New York, where we were in attendance. 
BCCIC has adopted a Resolution recognizing the SDGs as 
a framework for the organization’s work and has engaged 
every year with the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF). 

In Canada, BCCIC has worked tirelessly to encourage gov-
ernmental leadership on the SDGs through partnerships 
between national and subnational levels of government, 
and to promote civil society engagement on implementing 
and reporting on Canada’s progress on the SDGs. 

As a provincial council and network of over 100 organiza-
tions and individuals across BC that also do work in other 

BCCIC SDG INITIATIVES:

BC 2030

SDG Bootcamp and HLPF

Movement Map + Data Story

SDG Presentations

SDG Networking 
(Alliance 2030, Generation SDG, 
Together 2030, Global Mosaic)

SDG Workshops 

SDG Reports 
(Where Canada Stands II)

WEBINARS:

• Gender Equality to support Small and Medium-Sized 
Organizations with Interest in Applying to GAC Devel-
opment Impact Window Preliminary Call for Proposals 

• An Approach to Development Innovation 

• Domestic Workers have Rights!

The Inter-Council Network (ICN) is a coalition of the eight Provincial and Regional 
Councils for International Cooperation. These independent member-based Coun-
cils are committed to global social justice and social change, and represent nearly 
400 diverse civil society organizations (CSOs) from across Canada. 

Public Engagement Catalyst Forum

The ICN Public Engagement Catalyst Forum 2017 focussed 
on showcasing innovative ways of engaging the public and 
how to address and apply the framework of the SDGs, a 
human-rights based approach, and a feminist lens to cur-
rent public engagement practice.

The forum brought together Canada’s international devel-
opment communications and outreach practitioners for 
a two-day, bilingual and interactive forum. Participants 
shared knowledge and developed the capacity to imple-
ment, collaborate on, and measure the effectiveness of 
their communications, outreach and public engagement in 
light of the current national and international context.

The ICN provides a national forum in which the Councils 
collaborate for improved effectiveness and identify com-
mon priorities for collective action. Rooted in communi-
ties across Canada, we are leaders in public engagement 
at a local and regional level, and are recognized for bring-
ing regional knowledge and priorities to the national level. 
The ICN has been hosted at BCCIC since 2014.

countries, BCCIC recognizes that success for the SDGs 
will only happen if the global agenda is understood and 
applied locally in communities across Canada as well as 
abroad. BCCIC is always seeking ways to engage more 
deeply and widely with the Sustainable Development 
Goals, with the mission of achieving a better future for all. 

THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS (SDGS) ARE THE WORLD’S 
VISION FOR THE FUTURE. 



Public Engagemet Providing British Columbians with accessible opportunities and tools to learn 
about and take action on global issues

With a vision of all British Columbians as active and involved global citizens, BC-
CIC works and enters into collaborations, which serve to increase awareness on 
global issues and how individuals, communities, businesses, and governments 
alike can become more involved with moving toward a better world.

International 
Development 
Week

International Development 
Week (IDW) occurs every 
first week of February in 
Canada. It’s an opportunity 
for those in the interna-
tional development sector 
to engage with the public 
about how Canadians are 
supporting social justice 
and global development 
around the world. This 
year, BCCIC supported a 
volunteer-run conference 
on the theme of Gender 
and Development, which 
took place on February 10 
at UBC. We also highlight-
ed BCCIC member events 
happening for IDW.

Creative Communication

BCCIC worked with several creators this year to bring the stories of sustainable develop-
ment into forms that touch people’s imaginations. Two new videos were made to show-
case some of this work: one video on the Data Story, which illustrates the BC network 
of organizations that are connected to the SDGs through visualization and storytelling; 
another video exhibits the Movement Map, which is a tool BCCIC developed to facilitate 
making connections to organizations working toward sustainable development as well as 
to show the large scale of organizations whose work supports the SDGs. New artwork was 
commissioned, including 6 works that interpret the 6 SDGs under review in 2018 at the 
United Nations (HLPF), and 1 piece of art that shows how BCCIC works with volunteers.

Workshops and Presentations

In order to reach a wider audience and broaden the 
greater network for sustainable development, BCCIC has 
offered workshops and presented at a number of confer-
ences and gatherings on the topic of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. Conferences have included: Thompson 
Rivers University Idays, National Fair Trade Network Con-
ference, Simon Fraser University Innovative Communities 
Conference, the Saskatchewan Council for International 
Cooperation Conference, Simon Fraser University Innovate 
International DevLab, Canadian Council for International 
Cooperation Winter Retreat, Alliance 2030 National Meet-
ing, Inter-Council Network Catalyst Forum, and the Find-
ing the Good Conference.

BC 2030

The BC 2030 Initiative began in 2015 with a listening tour of roundtable meetings in 29 
communities across BC to find out if people would be interested in engaging more with 
the Sustainable Development Goals. The answer was a resounding yes, with people desir-
ing more collaboration, awareness, and political support for the SDGs (the 2016 Invisible 
Mosaic report outlines the process and outcomes). 

The BC 2030 campaign continued into 2018 with roundtable meetings in 13 BC communi-
ties, which also intersected with BCCIC’s youth training, the “SDG Bootcamp.” Communi-
ties visited this year: Kamloops, Nanaimo, Sechelt, Kelowna, Vernon, Penticton, Victoria, 
Comox, Nelson, Revelstoke, Salmon Arm, Kitimat, Terrace. The goal of these meetings was 
to gather leaders from diverse organizations in each community whose mandates align 
with some part of the Sustainable Development Goals. Conversations about intercon-
nection and collaboration were facilitated through the framework of the SDGs, with the 
hope that new ideas and connections could be made to support each community’s efforts 
toward sustainable development. 

Youth Engagement - SDG Bootcamps

BCCIC ran two “SDG Bootcamp” youth training programs 
in 2017/2018. These training programs run through a 
model of seeing an individual as “instrument of change,” 
and have the participants engage in self exploration, 
group dynamics, and community and systemic/global 
interaction. The first Bootcamp ran in fall 2017, and cul-
minated in a roadtrip to attend the Together 2017 Confer-
ence in Edmonton. The second Bootcamp ran in spring/
summer 2018 and peaked in intensity with a 21-person 
youth delegation to the United Nations High-Level Politi-
cal Forum (HLPF). Both bootcamps support the youth in 
taking their learning into the world through a practical 
application phase.

Volunteer 
Program

BCCIC engages with young 
people in a very invested 
way through an extensive 
volunteer program. Each 
staff person takes on a 
number of volunteers 
to assist with programs 
and campaigns through 
the year. Student interns 
and Canada Summer Jobs 
students are also regularly 
working at the BCCIC office 
on a variety of projects. 
BCCIC sees the chance to 
work with volunteers as a 
mutually beneficial oppor-
tunity to further sustain-
able development work 
and grow the skills and 
capacity of the broader 
network of change makers 
in the Vancouver area.



Policy & Representation Advocating on behalf of a collective upon consultation and to the media

As a network organization, BCCIC regularly convenes its membership and BC 
communities for consultations, input on national initiatives, policy recommenda-
tions, and feedback on matters that involve Canadian civil society. As a coordi-
nating body, BCCIC is able to represent and advocate on behalf of the network 
to the Provincial and Federal governments.

G7/C7 Engagement

This year, the G7 meeting was hosted in Canada, and BC-
CIC engaged in the opportunity to discuss global issues. 
Executive Director Michael Simpson attended the “C7” for 
civil society leaders, and put out a media release to ques-
tion how Canada will be able to adhere to feminist devel-
opment policies under the SDGs and be a global leader 
while investing more heavily in fossil fuel infrastructure 
and defense spending as compared to funding for sustain-
able development.

Office of the Auditor General 
Report on Sustainable Development

Canada has a special position in the Office of the Auditor 
General - the Commissioner on Environment and Sustain-
able Development, held by Julie Gelfand. In April 2018, 
the Office released a report that concluded Canada was 
“unprepared to implement the Sustainable Development 
Goals.” BCCIC was cited in this report for an Environmen-
tal Petition submitted to 17 Federal Ministries that asked 
foundational questions about how each ministry was 
planning to implement Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Executive Director Michael Simpson 
held a press conference in Ottawa to call for action.

COP 23 Climate Change Conference

BCCIC attended the UNFCCC’s COP 23 conference on 
climate change in Bonn, Germany, with a 7-member 
youth delegation. The youth delegates held meetings with 
officials, followed different UN streams of negotiations, 
wrote about their observations, and participated in two 
press conferences.  The BCCIC Youth Delegation called for 
greater accountability from the government, for Canada 
to increase its pledge to climate action under the Paris 
Agreement, and for the government to include youth 
voices meaningfully in the decision-making process. 

UN High-Level Political Forum

BCCIC attended the United Nations High-Level Political 
Forum again in 2018, bringing a delegation of 21 youth 
and 4 mentors - the BCCIC delegation was possibly one of 
the largest civil society delegations at the conference. A 
BCCIC Shadow Report to Canada’s first Voluntary National 
Review on the Sustainable Development Goals was also 
brought to the conference - the second in a series of re-
ports that take an in-depth look at Canada’s performance 
from a civil society perspective. BCCIC also hosted a ses-
sion on the “Global Mosaic” and participated in several 
side events at the HLPF, including on the topic of subna-
tional reporting and youth engagement on the SDGs.

Canadian Small 
and Medium 
Organizations for 
Impact and 
Innovation Fund

BCCIC was part of a 
sustained effort to advo-
cate for the creation of a 
$100 million fund meant 
for small and medium-
sized organizations doing 
international development 
work. The “Call for Prelimi-
nary Proposals for Cana-
dian Small and Medium 
Organizations for Impact 
and Innovation” was an-
nounced in 2017, with pro-
posals due January 2018. 
BCCIC has been involved in 
supporting organizations 
that apply for this funding 
and continues to support 
them during the imple-
mentation of this funding.

Voluntary 
National Review 
Workshop

In advance of the High-
Level Political Forum and 
the BCCIC Shadow Report, 
BCCIC organized a meeting 
in Ottawa with civil society 
and government leaders on 
sustainable development 
issues. This meeting was 
meant to work alongside 
the Government of Canada 
as they engaged in the 
process of developing their 
official report to the United 
Nations. The meeting 
helped inform the BCCIC 
Shadow Report.



Networking
Connect with people who pursue a global citizenship perspective in their lives 
and the work that they do to exchange ideas and develop contacts, and learn 
from each other.

BCCIC actively works to bring individuals and groups together with common 
goals. As a membership based network group, we recognize that the creation of 
sustainable solutions for a better world will require the contribution and collabo-
ration of a diversity of people, communities, groups, and sectors.

Generation SDG

Executive Direction Michael Simpson was involved 
in the Waterloo Global Science Initiative Summit, 
Generation SDG. The Summit aimed to bring to-
gether a multi-disciplinary, multi-sectoral and multi-
generational group of people working on the SDGs 
in Canada to build on the work they are already 
doing for SDG implementation at home and abroad. 
Outcomes from the Summit include policy recom-
mendations, strategies for communities, account-
ability frameworks, and principles for partnerships 
and innovation to achieve the SDGs. 

Alliance 2030

In partnership with the Community Foundations of 
Canada, IISD, CCIC, and others, BCCIC helped form a new 
network in Canada focussed on civil society engage-
ment with the SDGs. A national meeting, which officially 
launched Alliance 2030, was held in Vancouver in March. 
Participants were guided to think innovatively about the 
SDGs and their realization in Canada. 

Victoria BC 2030

BCCIC partnered with the Community Foundations of 
Canada to host a BC 2030 roundtable event in Victoria in 
May. The event brought together people from different 
sectors to find opportunities to link their work through the 
SDGs. The Victoria Foundation also showcased their new 
Vital Signs report, which integrates an SDG lens into every 
aspect they use to measure a healthy community. 

SFU Innovate Lab

BCCIC supported Simon Fraser University International 
to host a “Development Innovation Lab,” which was full 
of informative presentations and workshops centering 
around a $10,000 project pitch. Themes of the confer-
ence included collaborations across sectors, big data and 
information technology, engaging the private sector, and 
project delivery. 

Network Research

BCCIC engages in research and collaborative work that 
supports the process and action of building better net-
works. This year we commissioned a report on how online 
“community portals” can better connect people with 
shared goals, especially in the context of the SDGs. We 
also partnered with a Data Storyteller to examine and 
bring alive how the BCCIC network is connected, which 
can inform us on how better to work together. We also 
continued work on our “Movement Map” which shows 
organizations in BC that are somehow working on the 
SDGs - the map is searchable, which allows people to find 
and make connections near them, or based on sustainable 
development criteria.



Capacity Building

BCCIC AGM 2017 - On the second day of BCCIC’s two day 
AGM, BCCIC hosted a series of 8 member-led workshops 
on topics including how to meaningfully engage with 
youth, providing internet in remote areas, working with 
SDG 4, holding a community changemaker forum, technol-
ogy for emergency relief, safety procedures and protocols 
when working overseas, e-volunteering, and inter-cultural 
learning.  

CUSO International Lunch & Learn (Oct. 11, 2017) - Shar-
ing CUSO’s partnership with the Kukama people of Peru 
and their struggle to defend the Kukama’s rivers and 
culture.

CCIC Lunch & Learn (Oct. 31, 2017) -  Adrienne Martel 
from CCIC looked at how academia and civil society could 
work better together in the field of international coopera-
tion.

Ch’ieltik IDEAS Lunch and Learn - (Oct. 31, 2017) A group 
of indigenous youth from the Mexican CSO “Ch’ieltik 
IDEAS” met with a local indigenous organization to com-
pare experiences of indigenous community development.

 Advanced Fundraising Workshop (Oct. 18, 2017) - Harvey 
McKinon and Associates built on the previous fundraising 
fundamentals workshop to share emerging fundraising 
trends and advanced fundraising skills. 

Youth SDG Training Workshop (October 11, 2017) - A co-
sponsored event  with the Foundation for Environmental 
Stewardship which was attended by over 220 youth. 

Participatory Approaches to Monitoring and Evaluation 
(Nov. 16, 2017) - Workshop on grassroots approaches to 
M&E in developing countries. 

SMO Fund and Call for Proposals Webinar (December 6) 
- Addressed questions and answers related to the SMO 
proposal process.

BCCIC builds capacity by hosting and collaborating on peer 
learning circles, workshops, and learning sessions on best 
practices in development effectiveness. Between Sep-
tember 20 2017 and September 14 2018, BCCIC held an 
additional 25  trainings and learning workshops:

As a membership based network organization, BCCIC strives to support and in-
crease the ability of individuals and groups to create sustainable change both in 
our province and around the world.

Providing accessible opportunities with the goal of increasing knowledge and 
skills to optimize ability to carry out effective work

How to Survive a GAC Audit (Jan. 9, 2018) - Mike Simpson 
from BCCIC shared his experience and tips for preparing 
for and surviving a GAC audit. 

 Best Practices in Strategic Planning Webinar - Provided 
small and medium sized international CSOs with a guided 
walk through of how to conduct an effective strategic 
planning process followed by insider tips and Q&A.

 SDG Funder Web Panel (Feb. 27, 2018) - An online web-
panel that brought together leading Canadian funding 
organizations to discuss how they were approaching the 
SDGs and incorporating them into their work. 

Fairtrade Network of Canada Conference Workshops 
(Mar. 2, 2018) - BCCIC staff held three workshops on 1) 
The SDGs and Fairtrade, 2) How Change Happens, and 3) 
Public Engagement Best Practices. 

Youth Leading the World Facilitator Training (Mar. 8, 2018) 
- BCCIC’s Nelson Chapter, the Kootenay Collaboration 
Network, hosted the YLTW workshop - a bold initiative de-
veloped and facilitated by OzGREEN that seeks to acceler-
ate the shift to safer, fairer, more resilient and sustainable 
futures by building a movement of inspired youth leaders.

Cultural Agility Workshops - (Mar. 12, 2018) - BCCIC’s 
Comox Valley Chapter, the Comox Valley Global Aware-
ness Network, held two standalone workshops focused 
on building capacity to work across cultures and giving 
context to local (Coastal BC) Indigenous history and ways 
of being.

Human Rights Based Approach Workshop (Mar. 21-22) - 
BCCIC partnered with Equitas and CCIC to host a training 
to enable civil society organizations to improve the ef-
fectiveness and impact of their development initiatives by 
implementing a human rights-based approach (HRBA). 

Change for Children Nicaragua Lunch and Learn (Sep. 10, 
2018) - Change for Children brought their partner, Oxfam 
Nicaragua, to share a detailed account of the political 
situation in Nicaragua and the challenges faced by NGOs 
operating there. 

WORKSHOPS



Research & Writing 

BCCIC carries out a variety of research and writing with students and profes-
sional colleagues, as well as producing reports in-house with staff and volunteers. 
We seek to make information accessible from new areas of thought, as well as 
consolidate global knowledge for use locally and abroad.

COP 23 Impact Report

The 2017 BCCIC Youth Delegation to COP 23 completed 
an Impact Report detailing their work and observations at 
the UN meeting on climate change, as well as their orga-
nizing with youth in British Columbia after they got back. 
The report details COP 23 key outcomes, information from 
meetings and press conferences the delegation held, as 
well as the capacity building impacts the experience has 
had on youth and their communities. 

Community Portals 
(Corey Tataryn, 2017)

This report seeks to answer the questions: What do we re-
ally mean when we talk about collaboration? What does it 
truly look like? How is it structured? How does it function? 
It aims to illustrate how communities may use Community 
Platforms as a comprehensive organizing framework for 
vibrant civil society engagement at multiple levels, and 
how the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) can act as 
a vital unifying agent to focus inter-group collaborations 
towards tangible real-life results.

The Visible Mosaic - Data Story 
(Maryam Khezrzadeh, 2017)

This exciting project took shape to creatively analyze the 
network data from BCCIC’s Movement Map, which holds 
information on over 2000 organizations in British Colum-
bia. The Data Story shows how each of these organizations 
are connected to one another online, as well as how they 
connect around the SDGs. It’s a story that shows a highly 
connected sector in both relationships and goals. 

Member Features

BCCIC Member World Neighbours Canada visited our 
office in Vancouver during a tour with their program 
partner director in Burkina Faso. We discussed the 
state and outlook of the country, as well as successes in 
programming that tackles gender equality, health, and 
environmental challenges at the same time. 

BCCIC also highlighted the story of a connection made 
between two BCCIC members that have projects in 
Tanzania. People from For the Love of Africa Society 
and the Morogoro Youth Development Initiative were 
brought together for some shared activities and a 
strengthened relationship that positively influences 
their work. 

Other writing

BCCIC put out a lot of information this year, including 
collaborative write ups about the Human Right Based 
Approach workshop with Equitas, and the emergence 
of a new SDG network in Canada with Alliance 2030. 

BCCIC also released a short informational series on 
development funding from the government and from 
foundations, a series on BCCIC partnerships for IDW, 
blogs and media releases for the HLPF and COP 23, as 
well as media releases regarding important political 
moments for the SDGs such as the Auditor General’s 
report and the G7/C7 meetings. 

Where Canada Stands Vol II

We released the second civil society report to the United 
Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) that evaluates 
global progress on the Sustainable Development Goals. 
This year our report was a Shadow Report alongside 
Canada’s official Voluntary National Review. Topics in this 
year’s report include clean water and sanitation, afford-
able and clean energy, sustainable cities and communities, 
responsible consumption and production, life on land, and 
partnerships for the goals. Cross cutting themes examined 
include Indigenous communities, climate change, gender, 
and youth.  



This Coming Year Financial StatementsFINANCIAL REPORT

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

March 31, 2017March 31, 2018

Current and Total Assets 49,68083,147

Current Liabilities 58,50862,753

Unrestricted Net Assets (8,828)20,394

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
AND NET ASSETS 49,68083,147

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

March 31, 2017March 31, 2018

Grants and Donations 488,310732,641

Payments for Supplies and Services 580,177643, 409

(91,867)89,232

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 58,125(33, 742)

Bank Overdraft --

Increase (Decrease) in Cash (91,867)89, 232

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
END OF YEAR (33,742)55,490

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS, DISBURSEMENTS AND NET ASSETS

Total 2017Total 2018

Restricted Funds - DFATD

DISBURSEMENTS

361,198368,096

Restricted Funds - ICN

RECEIPTS

157,495246,089

Restricted Funds - IDRC 16,499553

Membership Fees 14,15014,780

Interest Earned 101154

Other Revenue 12,96526,612

566,550672,192

(559,634)(642,970)

6,91629,222

Rent & Insurance (34,525)(35,618)

Office Supplies & Miscellaneous (19,691)(10,471)

Communications (1,254)(4,599)

Audit & Legal (4,000)(6,523)

Salaries, Wages & Benefits (296,528)(318,252)

Professional Fees/Contractor (51,392)(58,074)

Travel, Accomodation, Per Diem (49,936)(49,341)

Excess (Deficiency) of Receipts 
over Disbursements 6,91629,222

NET ASSETS BEGINNING OF YEAR (15,744)(8,828)

NET ASSETS END OF YEAR (8,828)

Restricted Funds - Kenoli Foundation 4,14210,334

Other Direct Program Expenses (99,823)(160,092)

Funds Transfer for Overhead Expenses --

Society

-

-

14,780

154

6,082

(67,996)

(46,980)

(35,618)

10,471)

-

(6,523)

(6,590)

-

-

29,222

(8,828)

20,394

-

(8,794)

76,202

IDRC

-

553

-

-

-

(495)

58

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(495)

(58)

ICN

246,089

-

-

-

-

(219,723)

26,366

-

-

(4,000)

-

(77,111)

(2,688)

(19,828)

-

-

-

-

(116,096)

(26,366)

368,096

DFATD

-

-

-

-

(328,769)

39,327

-

-

(599)

-

(218,908)

(55,386)

(29,513)

-

-

-

-

(24,363)

(39,327)

Kenoli Fdn

-

-

-

-

-

(334)

10,000

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

10,334

(334)

(10,000)

-

-

-

-

4,436

(4,436)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

CCIC

-

(4,436)

-

-- - -

-

-

Restricted Funds - CPDE -5,574---- -

-

-

-

-

-

(5,574)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

CPDE

-

(5,574)

-

-

5,574

-

-

-

-

16,094

(15,643)

451

-

-

-

-

(15,643)

-

-

-

-

-

Summer 
Student

-

-

(451)

-

-

20,394

COP 24

BCCIC is sending another youth delegation to the United 
Nations Climate Conference (UNFCCC) in 2018. This year’s 
negotiations will be taking place in Katowice, Poland, on 
December 3-14. Keep up with BCCIC updates to see how 
the youth delegation is engaging on climate changes is-
sues internationally with BCCIC. 

International Development Week 2019

Some exciting developments are in the works for Interna-
tional Development Week 2019! A nationally coordinated 
public engagement effort is being planned to tie together 
events across the country and capture the attention of the 
general public on topics of social justice and sustainable 
development. Stay alert to opportunities to get involved 
this year to profile your own initiatives and stories. IDW 
2019 will take place Februrary 4-10.

Women Deliver Conference

A massive international conference on gender and de-
velopment is coming to Vancouver on June 3-6, 2019. 
BCCIC is getting involved in promoting and supporting this 
unique event and encourages all BCCIC members to do 
so as well! The conference is a great opportunity to join a 
global conversation, as well as host unofficial side events 
to draw a truly international audience.

High-Level Political Forum 2019

BCCIC will be engaging with the United Nations High 
Level Political Forum in July 2019, and creating another 
civil society “voluntary national review” report to finish 
evaluating Canada’s progress on the SDGs and round out 
the series of “Where Canada Stands.”




