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Executive Summary
In this project impact report, the BCCIC Youth Delegation 
to COP 24 reviews the successes, setbacks, and 
recommendations gathered from their time engaging at 
COP 24 in Katowice, including a summary of the Youth 
Delegation’s activities and events in Katowice. 

This project intends to create lasting impacts on both the 
youth involved, and their local communities, by building 
capacity, raising awareness and advocating for broad, 
ambitious social and institutional change. This ongoing 
project is the result of a fruitful collaboration since 2017 
that has enabled the provincial Council to further fulfill its 
commitment to youth engagement and empowerment, 
while creating valuable education and training 
opportunities for emerging young leaders. 

Key Impacts on the Youth Delegates 

• Expanded knowledge on climate action and 
international climate negotiations through pre-COP 
preparations and research, negotiations, meetings 
and side-events at COP that helped youth delegates 
mobilize their own individual actions on climate 
change. 

• Hands-on experience at COP including project 
coordination, drafting policy recommendations, 
discussing high-level policy with international leaders, 
and diplomatic communications, giving the youth 
involved confidence and the capacity to engage in 
future work on climate action. 

• Connections made at COP will facilitate future 
project building, prospective job opportunities, 
information sharing, and possible project 
collaboration in the future. 

Key Impacts on Local Communities 
• The Youth Delegation represents the young people of 

British Columbia and Canada and shared youth 
perspectives on climate change and climate actions 
to the delegates in Katowice through press 
conferences, and bilateral meetings with high-profile 
politicians and leaders from across the globe. 

• The youth delegates designed and implemented a 
robust consultation strategy, aimed at opening a 
shared dialogue with young people across the 
province, in order to disseminate these findings 
broadly with Canadian leaders at the conference. This 
led to a collection of quantitative and qualitative 
insights demonstrating the immediate concerns of BC 
youth regarding climate change, and their desire for 
elected officials to rebuke incrementalist policies and 
implement bold plans that correctly address climate 
change as the crisis it is. 

The Youth Delegation’s Engagements at COP 24 

Each of BCCIC’s youth delegates honed their own area of 
expertise to follow the ongoing negotiations. This 
included climate finance, mitigation, adaptation, civil 
society and youth engagement, Indigenous knowledge, 
health, gender, climate communications, biodiversity, and 
sub-national action - all through different streams of 
negotiations, meetings, and side-events taking place at 
COP. Youth delegates shared their perspectives on the 
UNFCCC process, collective climate action, and Canada’s 
progress via two joint-Canadian youth press conferences 
organized by the BCCIC Youth Delegation in 
collaboration with other Canadian youth NGOs. The 
BCCIC youth delegation also hosted a side event at COP 
24, titled ‘Young Women Leading on Climate: A 
Canadian Panel Discussion’. Moreover, the youth 
delegates also met with and consulted several notable 
leaders, politicians, and civil servants leading climate 
strategy development, environmental policy, and 
international relations in North America; including 
George Heyman, Elizabeth May, Ken Alex, Joyce Murray, 
and Patricia Fuller. 

Recommendations for Future Youth Delegations 

The Youth Delegation has identified shortcomings in its 
coordination this year and has come up with 
recommendations to help the youth delegation project 
achieve its maximum potential: 
• Clarity on delegate and delegation role at COP: 

The lack of firm understanding of the strategic role 
delegates play impeded preparation for COP 24. 
Clarification and clearer information should be 
provided in the application package and in the early 
preparation stage of the delegation. 

• Start strategizing early: Since strategy demands 
articulation of delegation and delegation goals, it 
encourages the prioritization of goals and 
consequently focuses on delegation preparation 
efforts at an early stage. 

• Improve internal delegation coordination through 

‣ Designating coordinators for more effective task 
assignment and preparation management; 

‣ Hosting regular preparation meetings before COP 
to improve communications and foster good team 
environment; 

‣ Strengthening team spirit and working 
relationships through socials or co-working 
sessions.
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Introduction
We are honoured to represent the youth of British Columbia on 
the world stage, and advocate for collective actions that limit 
global warming to 1.5ºC above pre-industrial levels.

2018 marks the 26th anniversary of the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit. At that landmark conference, 
countries agreed that urgent action was required to 
address a rapidly warming Earth. Global climate 
change is affecting people’s livelihoods and the 
security of our planet’s biodiversity and 
sustainability. The United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) was 
created after the Rio 
Earth Summit and 
serves as a global 
commitment towards 
building greater 
resilience and stronger 
climate action to adapt 
to and mitigate the 
adverse effects of 
global warming and 
climate change. In 
2015, Parties to the 
UNFCCC adopted the 
Paris Climate 
Agreement that aims to 
limit the increase in the 
global average temperature to well below 2ºC 
above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase to 1.5ºC. 

The Polish Presidency hosted the 24th Conference 
of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 24), making it 
third time in only 11 years that they have taken on 
the role. Hosting in Katowice was meant to be 
particularly symbolic, as the town of roughly 
300,000 people is powered almost exclusively by 
coal, and coal-mining has been essential to the 
residents’ identities for generations.   

The British Columbia Council for International 
Cooperation (BCCIC) had the opportunity of 
sending 11 youth delegates to this year’s climate 

negotiations - an entirely youth-led delegation 
without senior staff present. The youth delegates 
represented young people of British Columbia and 
the provincial council on a global stage that aims to 
accelerate global climate action and advocate for 
sustainable development.  

While the outcomes of 
the Katowice climate 
talks were not what the 
delegation had hoped 
for, both literally and 
metaphorical 
roadblocks did not 
deter the group from 
unequivocally calling for 
climate justice, and 
holding fellow 
delegates feet to the 
fire when it came to 
aligning targets to a 
1.5ºC future. 

The BCCIC youth 
delegation actively 

engaged with the BC government, Canadian 
government, and other stakeholders to find 
common ground and deliver climate solutions 
rooted in social justice, that prioritize frontline and 
vulnerable communities before all else. 

This project impact report will touch on the key 
outcomes and highlights of our delegation’s 
activities in Katowice, as well as our collaborations 
will fellow Canadian and international youth 
throughout the conference, efforts to engage our 
communities back home and build capacity for 
collective climate action on a local level, and our 
recommendations to government and civil society 
decision-makers on how to better engage in 
climate action moving forward.

“Youth are not the passive recipients 
of global policies, but the active 
change agents who are enacting 
them. Young people are not the 
leaders of the future, they are the 
leaders of today, and it is critical that 
they participate in these forums” 

Michael Simpson, Executive Director, BCCIC
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About this project

Youth delegate Liam Orme, entering the COP 24 Venue.

The BCCIC COP 24 Youth Delegation project aims to connect young 
British Columbians who are passionate about climate action and 
sustainable development with a wider network of climate activists and 
decision-makers. This international engagement opportunity hopes to 
build capacity and empower more youth to actively participate in the 
multidisciplinary discourse of action for climate empowerment and seek 
solutions to the pressing issue of climate change. 

Youth delegates drew on their expertise in a variety of disciplines. Their 
diverse backgrounds provided the team with dynamic perspectives 
throughout the two-week conference. Each delegate had a specific focus 
area, including climate finance, biodiversity, traditional knowledge, civil 
society and youth engagement, renewable energy, adaptation, health, 
gender, and more. 

This project aims to create a lasting impact on both the youth involved 
and their communities back home in BC. It intends to expand local 
knowledge and understanding of international climate negotiations, 
processes and policies. Further, building on this momentum, community 
outreach mandated by this project aims to further raise awareness of, and 
explore grassroots solutions to, climate change. 

This project enables the provincial Council to fulfil its commitment to 
youth engagement and empowerment further, while creating valuable 
education and training opportunities for the youth. We are pleased to 
report the impacts, outcomes, and achievements made in 2018.

This project helps us 
connect Canadian & 
BC youth to global 
climate action, and 
raise awareness the 
urgency of climate 
change in local 
communities.
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Project proposed and initiated 
The BCCIC team approved the project concept and 
an open call for youth delegates and another for the 
selection committee members were circulated.

Mar 2018

Delegate Selection Committee formed 
A committee of 7 BC youth were tasked with the 
responsibility to develop a selection criteria and carry 
out the selection of BCCIC’s youth delegates.

Apr 2018

Youth Delegation formed 

After a month of interviews, the Delegation Selection 
Committee sent out 6 offers to youth selected for the 
COP 24 project, and later expanded to 10 after 
receiving a larger-than-expected amount of badges 
from the UNFCCC.

May 2018

Preparation 
The BCCIC team prepared for the upcoming climate 
negotiations, and conducted robust consultations 
with BC youth across the province.

July 2018

Conference of Youth (COY) 14 
Youth delegates Liam Orme, Sadie DeCoste, 
Benjamin Georges-Picot, Sophia Yang, and BCCIC 
Climate Change Program Coordinator Jeffrey Qi 
attended the 14th Conference of Youth organized by 
YOUNGO, the UNFCCC youth constituency.

30 Nov 2018

Week 1 of COP 24 

The first week of COP 24 began with the Week 1 
delegation attending negotiations and side events, 
including information sessions held by Environment 
and Climate Change Canada.

2 Dec 2018

Week 2 of COP 24 
The Week 2 Delegation attended the high-level 
segment of COP 24, engaging in bilateral meetings 
government officials and hosting a side event.

9 Dec 2018

COP 24 Concludes15 Dec 2018

This project in numbers 

11 
youth delegates from 

British Columbia 

12 
days of conference 

9 
months of preparation 

11 
BCCIC staff, interns, and 

volunteers participated in 
the preparation of this 

project 

7 
meetings with high-

profile delegates 

2 
press conferences held 

1 
side event held 

300+ 
community members 

engaged during the pre-
COP events
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 UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 

Highlights of COP 24
The 24th Conference of Parties (COP 24) is the 
third COP after the passage of the Paris 
Agreement in 2015. Parties gathered in 
Katowice, Poland, to finalize the previously 
labeled ‘Paris Rulebook’, known now as the 
‘Katowice Decisions’- the guidelines by which 
countries will report, track and assess their 
emissions, finance, and more. 

Two of the most important purposes of COP 24 
was to establish a vision for the ‘Talanoa 
Dialogue’, to “take stock” of global progress on 
climate action, and the of the ‘Paris Rulebook’ 
which aimed to establish a list of technical rules 
and processes through which countries facilitate 
the emissions reductions goals of the Paris 
Agreement. 

Katowice Decisions 

COP 24 reaffirmed that the global community 
needs to undertake urgent actions to address the 
increasingly warming planet and the adverse 
effects of global climate change. 

Developing countries and small island states 
continued to urge developed nations to honour 
the Global North’s commitment to reducing 
emissions before 2020, and to reaffirm their 
commitments to the global collective climate 
finance goal of $US 100 billion per year by 2020. 

Despite the urgency emphasized by developing 
nations, island states, and the high-ambition 
coalition, Parties failed to welcome the IPCC’s 
special report on 1.5 degrees Celsius (1.5ºC), or 
establish robust rules for the accounting and 
communication of climate finance flows. Other 
items that lacked consensus or ambition were: 
Loss & Damage, which failed to be recognized in 
the rulebook’s finance component; and the issue 
of Markets (or, Internationally Traded Mitigation 
Outcomes), which failed entirely to make it into 
the rulebook, and was pushed to COP 25. 

Despite these failures, countries did reach an 
agreement. This represents a breakthrough in 
international climate policy, and an important 
affirmation of commitment to the Paris 
Agreement. 

Canada’s Minister of Climate Change & the Environment, Catherine McKenna, at the ‘Powering Past Coal Alliance’ side event.
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HIGHLIGHTS

The Local Communities & Indigenous 
Peoples Platform (LCIPP) 

The Local Communities & Indigenous 
Peoples Platform (LCIPP), first mandated by 
the UNFCCC in 2015, delivers three 
functions: knowledge, capacity for 
engagement, and climate policies and 
actions. It serves to further engage valuable 
traditional ecological knowledge of 
Indigenous peoples, who have been 
successful stewards of the land for millennia. 
At COP 24, the platform saw significant 
progress when a facilitative working group 
was officially established to operationalize 
the platform. At COP 24, the Government 
of Canada announced they would enable 
the creation of the Indigenous Peoples 
Focal Point to promote global Indigenous 
knowledge on climate change. Nonetheless, 
at home, Canada has yet to respect the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP).

The Gender Action Plan 

The Gender Action Plan, which seeks to 
increase awareness of, and support for, the 
development and implementation of 
gender-responsive climate policy, saw some 
progress at COP 24. Notably, as COP 24 
marked the halfway point for the GAP’s 
official review, parties shared efforts taken 
to-date to implement the GAP in their 
respective NDCs. With respect to the 
rulebook, or ‘Katowice Decisions’, parties 
agreed upon gender-marker reporting for 
ex-ante communications of climate finance, 
and included other references to gender in 
sections such as adaptation 
communications, the transparency 
framework, and the technology framework.

Loss and Damage (L&D) 

Loss and Damage (L&D) - the formal 
recognition that vulnerable nations face 
immediate threats and damages as a result 
of existing climate change - continued to 
face challenges at COP 24. The Warsaw 
International Mechanism on Loss and 
Damage (WIM), established five years ago, 
is set to undergo a review in 2019. In 
finance, developed nations continued to call 
for separate recognition of need for loss & 
damage reparations, distinct from 
adaptation, without avail. Nonetheless, COP 
24 saw some progress in the rulebook, as 
L&D made it in the Global Stocktake and 
transparency sections, which allows for 
countries to report on L&D experiences.

Powering Past Coal Alliance 

The Powering Past Coal Alliance, led by the 
United Kingdom and Canada, continued its 
work at COP 24. Since COP 23, membership 
has grown from 27, to 80 national and sub-
national governments, businesses, and 
organizations across the world. Among the 
newest members was Senegal - a symbolic 
and meaningful victory, as Senegal has been 
historically been among the most coal-
dependent countries in the world. Most 
noteworthy, however, were the 
interventions made by brave, 
uncompromising youth from the UK Youth 
Climate Coalition (UKYCC), at the PPCA’s 
official side event. The UKYCC youth 
emphasized their opposition to hydraulic 
fracturing, or ‘fracking’ as an energy 
transition solution, and persevered to make 
themselves heard throughout event, 
requesting that co-hosts Catherine 
McKenna (Canadian Environment & Climate 
Change Minister), and Claire Perry (UK 
Environment Minister) take heed of their 
concerns.

“We Are Still In” - US People’s Delegation 

As at COP 23 in Bonn, a number of US 
citizens attended COP 24 promoting the ‘We 
Are Still In’ coalition. The group of sub-
national actors represent over half of the US 
economy, and include prominent private 
sector figures such as Michael Bloomberg 
and Tom Steyer. The coalition pledged to 
continue supporting the Paris Agreement 
despite the US government’s rollbacks.
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Talanoa Dialogue 

At COP 21 in Paris, countries agreed that there 
should be an opportunity for the Parties to “take 
stock” of how climate actions and their 
implementations are going. The results of this 
stocktaking session in 2018 were then to feed into 
the next round of the Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC), due in 2020. 

The Paris Agreement envisioned a five-year 
incremental cycle for raising ambition on climate 
action and carbon emission targets. Originally 
labeled the “Facilitative Dialogue”, the COP 23 
presidency renamed the process the “Talanoa 
Dialogue” in the spirit of openness and 
cooperation. The Talanoa Dialogue provides an 
opportunity for Parties to explore the answers to 
three following questions: 

1. Where are we? 
2. Where do we want to go? 
3. How do we get there? 

The preparatory phase of the Talanoa Dialogue 
began in January 2018, with further discussions 
taking place at the 48th meeting of the Subsidiary 
Bodies (SB-48) in May 2018, peripheral discussions 
continuing at the second session of the SB48 
meeting in September 2018 (SB48-2), and 
ultimately the political component attended by 
ministers at COP 24. The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC)’s 1.5ºC special report 
was also published in September 2018, and was an 
important input into the dialogue at COP 24. 

At COP 24, high-level roundtables were held, 
where ministers could provide stories of climate 
action in their own countries. Canada’s Minister, 
Catherine McKenna, attended and spoke about 
Canada approach to carbon pricing and other 
policies. 

The Talanoa process at COP 24 was meant to 
facilitate a sharing of dialogue, as well as provide 
an opportunity for countries to commit to raising 
ambition. While this was not achieved by all, several 
countries such as Canada, India and the Ukraine did  
ultimately announce their intentions to raise 
ambition and redouble their efforts in 2020. 

Just Transition 

Just transition, which highlights the importance of 
ensuring that workers and communities historically 
dependent on fossil fuels aren’t left behind in the 
transition to a clean economy, was a key theme of 
the Polish presidency’s approach to COP 24. 

Intent on ensuring coal would have a presence in 
the conference, hosted the COP in the city of 
Katowice, part of the coal-rich Silesia region of 
Poland, an announced a number of coal companies 
as partners for the negotiations. 

An important outcome of this, however, was the 
Silesia declaration on “Solidarity and Just 
Transition”. The declaration, signed by 50 countries 
(including Canada), emphasized the importance of 
creating decent work and good jobs (SDG 8) for 
the global workforce being transitioned to new 
industries. It also directly cited the UN 2030 
Agenda on Sustainable Development, and 
underscored the importance of high labour 
standards and protection of vulnerable 
communities. 

While only a minority of nations signed on to the 
declaration, it was encouraging to see Canada (and 
others) vocalize support for a set of statements that 
are particularly relevant to our own national 
challenges in decarbonizing. 

  

Talanoa 
"Talanoa is a traditional word used in Fiji 
and the Pacific to reflect a process of 
inclusive, participatory and transparent 
dialogue. The purpose of Talanoa is to 
share stories, build empathy and to make 
wise decisions, which are for the collective 
good. During the process, Parties build 
trust and advance knowledge through 
empathy and understanding.”

_____________________ 
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BCCIC Youth Delegate, Caroline Merner, shares the story of ‘Climate Guides’ at a YOUNGO side event.
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Throughout COP 24, a tense pressure and a 
burdensome time crunch hung heavily over 
negotiations on loss and damage, adaptation, 
mitigation, and finance. Yet, throughout the 
negotiations and aftermath, one critical dimension 
of climate change received disappointingly - and 
surprisingly - little global attention: gender. 

Intersections of Gender & Climate Change 

First, it is important to understand the intersections 
between gender and climate change. ‘Gender’ in 
this context refers mostly to the “socially 
constructed” aspects of individuals that are linked 
to ideas about what is ‘feminine’ or ‘masculine - 
from their physical characteristics to their positions 
in society.1 It exemplifies the differing roles, 
capacities, rights, and expectations of individuals in 
their communities.  Through this lens, gender is 
critical for policymakers to understand because it 
highlights the social dynamics that shape lives, 
including relationships, power dynamics and 
differentiated roles in different contexts, which are 
further complicated by class, ethnicity, religion, and 
geographical location. A neglect in accounting for 
such disparities across needs, experiences, and 
vulnerabilities leads to policies that are not only 
ineffective, but also often harmful. 

Climate change is widely cited as affecting 
everyone; however, the differences in capacities, 
rights and social positions between men and 
women worldwide entail that climate change, in 
fact, impacts men and women differently. In most 
parts of the world, women face disproportionate 
burdens and risks from climate impacts, for multiple 
reasons. First, women more often are more reliant 
upon natural resources to sustain their families and 
communities; in other cases, women often have 
limited and restricted access to resources. Second, 

women are more often poor and less mobile than 
men, and are thus far less able to adapt and 
rebound from climate crises. A widely cited study 
examining the gendered impacts of environmental 
disasters confirmed that women are more likely to 
be killed by natural disasters than men.2 

Compounding this, on a global scale, women have 
considerably less voice in climate negotiations and 
policy decisions. Yet, importantly, women are not 
only victims, but powerful, active agents in climate 
solutions, with diverse knowledge, experience and 
relationships – including, but certainly not limited 
to, preserving traditional agricultural knowledge; 
maintaining local and natural resource systems; and 
making key decisions around family consumption 
and technology usage – that implicate solutions. 
Yet, women’s involvement should never be seen as 
instrumental: equality is an end goal in and of itself. 

Beyond impacts, the intersections between gender 
and climate solutions are equally critical. Decades 
of international development programs have 
demonstrated that policies that ignore gender 
inequalities and sensitivities often produce uneven 
outcomes, exacerbate inequalities and injustices, 
waste resources, and undermine climate-resilience 
gains. Today, existing gender inequalities have 
visible costs on the effectiveness of climate policies, 
and failure to address gender in policies will likely 
lead to considerable further losses.3 

Gender & the UNFCCC 

Bringing gender into climate policy has been a slow 
journey, but there has been considerable process 
since the UNFCCC was first created in 1992. For 
the vast majority of early history of climate change 
discussion, mentions of gender were absent. The 
UNFCCC was the only one out of the three Rio 
Conventions that contained no initial mandate on  

Gender 

 UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 

Thematic Focuses at COP 24

1 Visit: www.wunrn.com/2018/05/pocket-guide-to-gender-equality-under-the-unfccc-on-climate-change. (p. 1).

2 For full report, please see: Neumayer, Eric and Plümper, Thomas (2007) The gendered nature of natural disasters: the impact of catastrophic events 
on the gender gap in life expectancy, 1981–2002. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 97 (3). (p. 551-566).

3 UN Women, UNEP, UNDP, & the World Bank Group (2015). The Cost of the Gender Gap in Agricultural Productivity.
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gender equality or women’s rights.4 In 2001, at 
COP7, the first text mentioning gender equality 
and female participation was agreed upon, and in 
2012, Decision 23/CP.18 on gender balance and 
women’s participation launched an effort to 
incorporate gender equality into all UNFCCC 
thematic areas. In 2014, a big leap was taken with 
the launch of the Lima Work Programme on 
Gender, as well as the soon-following 2015 COP 21 
Paris Agreement, which recognized the need for 
gender equality in climate action. However, the 
Paris Agreement only cited gender properly in 
three main areas: the preamble, the adaptation 
sections, and the capacity building section. Finally, 
in 2017, at the COP 23, an official Gender Action 
Plan (GAP) was adopted, which established a 
formal roadmap for governments to address 
gender and women’s equality in all future climate 
solutions. The GAP focused on priorities of action 
in five main areas: (1) Capacity-building, knowledge 
sharing and communication, (2) Gender balance, 
participation and women’s leadership, (3) 
Coherence (on gender and climate change across 
UNFCCC and UN system), (4) Gender-responsive 
implementation and means of implementation, (5) 
Monitoring and reporting. 

What is the benefit of mainstreaming gender in the 
UNFCCC? From the policy perspective, 
understanding the way gender inequalities shape 
access to resources, institutions, and decision-
making powers is critical to designing effective 
climate policies. By mainstreaming gender into 
decisions, policymakers can ensure climate policies 
are suitable to local contexts and address the 
unique needs of different stakeholders. Only by 
incorporating gender into the heart of policies can 
the UNFCCC ensure policies consider both men 
and women’s diverse needs; provide equal benefits; 
promote equitable access to resources; empower 
women to overcome barriers to participation and 

decision-making power; and help states meet their 
duties under the UN conventions, such as the UN 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women. 

Taking Stock at COP 24 

Since the creation of 2014’s Lima work programme, 
enhancing women’s participation in local, regional, 
and global negotiations has been a key area of 
focus. Studies have shown that nations with greater 
proportions of women in their national legislative 
bodies have been more inclined to support and 
endorse environmental agreements.5 Yet, whilst 
there has been improvement, women still make up 
just over a third of delegates to the UNFCCC.6 
Furthermore, a 2018 report revealed that between 
2008-2016, progress has stalled: the average 
participation of females in national delegations at 
the UNFCCC increased only 6% - from a mere 30 
per cent to a mere 36 per cent at its highest point– 
from 2008-2016, and even saw relative declines 
from 2014 to 2016.7 At COP 24, preliminary results 
revealed that on average party delegations were 
divided 63% male to 37% female, very similar to 
last year’s COP 23.8 Within UNFCCC constituted 
bodies, progress has been made since 2016; 
reports have shown there is now a record number 
of female delegates elected to “chair” or “co-
chair” positions, with a total of seven women in 
vice-chair positions in 2017.9 

Gender in NDCs 

In 2016, a WEDO analysis report analyzing 190 
intended Nationally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs) submitted by countries found that only 64 
(all non-Annex I countries) INDCs included any 
reference to women or gender. Further, of those 
that did, these remained mentioned only in very 
broad ‘sustainable development’ terms. 

4 Aguilar, L., Granat, M., & Owren, C. (2015). Roots for the future: The landscape and way forward on gender and climate change. Washington, DC: 
IUCN & GGCA. (p. 52).

5 Burns, B., Stella, G. et al. “2018 Pocket Guide to Gender Equality Under the UNFCCC.” Women's UN Report Network, Women’s UN Report 
Network and Women's Environment and Development Organization, 2018, wunrn.com/2018/05/pocket-guide-to-gender-equality-under-the-unfccc-
on-climate-change/. (p. 8).

6 Aguilar, L., Granat, M., & Owren, C. (2015). Roots for the future: The landscape and way forward on gender and climate change. Washington, DC: 
IUCN & GGCA. (p. 54).

7 Ibid. (p. 8).

8 McSweeney, Robert. “Analysis: Which Countries Have Sent the Most Delegates to COP24?” Carbon Brief: Clear on CLimate, Carbon Brief, 4 Dec. 
2018, www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-countries-sent-most-delegates-cop24.

9 See UNFCCC Secretariat Technical Paper: “Achieving the Goal of Gender Balance” (p. 6). https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2017/tp/08.pdf
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The ongoing struggle to incorporate gender into 
NDC’s visibly continued at COP24. Across multiple 
gender-themed side events, actors quoted 
challenges they faced in mainstreaming gender into 
their national policies, citing factors such as a 
dearth institutional support, lack of ‘best practice’ 
knowledge and guidance at national levels. Actors 
raised calls for the need for increased policy 
dialogue at future COPs to enhance national 
capacities, and to help countries NDC’s to be 
better designed to provide gender-responsive 
policies. 

Progress at COP 24 

COP 24 marked a critical turning point for the still-
developing Gender Action Plan. The first official 
review of the GAP is set for 2019; thus COP 24 
marked the ‘halfway point’ of its progress. During 
COP 24, all parties to the GAP gathered and 
showcased and shared all of the measures, efforts, 
and various successes they have had thus far in 
implementing the GAP. The secretariat shared the 
two key reports it produced: (1) the report of 
differentiated impacts of climate change and (2) the 
“Gender Composition Report,” which contained 
the reporting to date on how parties have worked 
to address gender equality in their activities. The 
findings of the reports revealed there had been 
considerable efforts to applaud, and parties agreed 
continue their enhanced collaboration and efforts 
outside of formal negotiations to ensure success in 
Chile in 2019. The GAP thus ended on a positive 
note, but amplified efforts will be needed by all 
parties to showcase their commitment to gender-
responsive policies. 

The final Paris Rulebook did acknowledge the need 
to address gender in several areas, particularly 
within adaptation and mitigation. References 
appeared in sections including: (a) reporting on 
adaptation communications; (b) the transparency 
framework,’ (c) the ‘technology framework’, with 
five reference to gender, highlighting the need for 
gender perspective and gender-responsive 
technologies; and (d) the ‘guidance for mitigation.’ 
 However, for those with high hopes for gender and 
human rights outcomes from COP 24, these results 
were disappointingly weak and insufficient. Due to 
the ambiguity remaining in the textual language, 
much now lies on the shoulders of countries to take 
their own initiatives in leading gender-focused 
projects and improving gender-sensitive policies. 

Canada 

Finally, it is important to look at Canada’s role in 
proactively incorporating and promoting gender in 
climate policy. On the world stage, Canada 
continues to stand out among countries for its 
promotion of a feminist international aid policy; its 
gender-balanced cabinet; and it’s high 
representation of women in its delegations abroad, 
including to the UNFCCC. Throughout COP 24, 
Canada continued its proactive support the 
operationalization of the Gender Action Plan, 
highlighting its recent work supporting 
Francophone negotiators in participating in 
international negotiations, as well as its Feminist 
International Assistance Policy. Canada placed little 
emphasis on gender, however, in other areas of 
negotiation. Furthermore, there remains 
significantly more Canada must do to support 

Canada’s Climate Change Ambassador, Patricia Fuller, speaks at an event hosted by the Global Commission on Adaptation.
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gender equity in climate solutions at home. 
Enhancing its overall ambition targets, increasing its 
adaptation and mitigation finance to focus more on 
gender-focused projects, and improving the 
incorporation of gender in climate assessments and 
policies at home are all critical steps Canada still 
needs to take. In sum, though the final Rulebook 
offered little, the progress of the GAP at COP 24 
provided hope that governments - including 
Canada – will continue their efforts at home to 
implement the recommendations in the lead up to 
COP25 in Chile and beyond. 

Local Communities & Indigenous Peoples 
Platform 

Significant progress was made in Katowice when a 
facilitative working group was established as part of 
the Local Communities and Indigenous People’s 
Platform, a platform first mandated by the 
UNFCCC in 2015. This section will explore the 
progress in advancing Indigenous People’s 
participation in the UNFCCC process and 
specifically speak to the operationalization of the 
Local Communities and Indigenous People’s 
Platform (LCIPP). We welcome Canada’s efforts in 
the operationalization of the Local Communities 
and Indigenous People’s Platform and look forward 
to Canada demonstrating its international 
leadership by seeking transformational approaches 
to Indigenous-Canadian relationships. 

Three years of negotiations 

The LCIPP was first established by the COP in 2015 
(1/CP.21 para 135) and in 2016 an incremental 
approach to developing the platform to ensure its 
effective operationalization was agreed upon. 
Broadly speaking, the platform is designed as a 
bridge between the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and Indigenous/
traditional communities through the Subsidiary 
Body of Scientific and Technological Advice. It is 
important to note that Indigenous Knowledge 
generally refers to knowledge embedded in the 
culture and tradition of Indigenous or local 
communities. In May of 2018 as mandated by   
COP 23 a multi-stakeholder workshop took place 
to implement the three functions of the platform. 
Parties decided that the overall purpose of the 
platform would be to (1) Strengthen knowledge 
and the exchange of best practices and 

experiences while taking into account the free prior 
and informed consent of the holders of such 
knowledge (2) Build the capacity of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities to engage in the 
UNFCCC process as well as the capacity of other 
relevant stakeholders to engage with the platform, 
and (3) Facilitate the integration of diverse 
knowledge systems that respect and promote the 
rights and interests of Indigenous peoples and local 
communities. At COP 24, an important step was 
made in the operationalization of the platform via 
the establishment of a facilitative working group. 

COP 24 negotiations and the establishment of a 
facilitative working group 

The decision reached by the COP in December 
2018 establishes a facilitative working group to be 
compromised of equal representation from Parties 
and Indigenous Peoples Organizations. The process 
leading to this decision was unique for the 
UNFCCC in that it directly engaged Indigenous  

BCCIC Youth Delegate, Maya Guttmann, moderating the   
‘Young Women Leading on Climate’ side event panel.
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Peoples in the negotiations. Negotiations for the 
establishment of the facilitative working group 
were challenging. Sticking points included the 
question of how to define a local community and 
whether or not to include language on the 
“safeguarding the territorial integrity and political 
sovereignty of states”. Eventually, the 
establishment of a facilitative working group 
including both a workplan and a governance 
structure was agreed upon. The working group will 
be made up of 14 representatives (7 country 
representatives and 7 Indigenous representatives 
appointed by Indigenous peoples). Representatives 
of the facilitative working group will serve for a 
term of up to three years. Here, the importance of 
striving for gender balance in the appointment 
processes of representatives was noted as 
important. As well, the facilitative working group is 
encouraged by the COP to collaborate with other 
bodies under and outside the Convention.   

Next Steps and domestic accountability 

Under the incremental approach, the facilitative 
working group will establish an initial two-year 
workplan for the period 2020–2021 for 
implementing the functions of the Local 
Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform. 
The workplan will be considered by the Subsidiary 
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice at its 
fifty-first session (November 2019). The initial 
mandate of the facilitative working group will span 
three years and will be extended as per a review by 
the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological 
Advice. This is an exciting opportunity to bridge 
the gap between state and non-state actors in 
Climate Action and integrate natural climate 
solutions into national climate commitments. 

The LCIPP working group is one vehicle to centre 
the voice of Indigenous groups and local 
communities in the global approach to meaningful 
climate action, however much work remains to be 
done. At COP 24, Canada played an important role 
in negotiating the operationalization of the 
facilitative working group. As well, Canadian 
Minister of the Environment announced that the 
Government of Canada will enable the creation of 
the Peoples Focal Point to promote global 
Indigenous knowledge on climate change. While 
Canada has played an important role 
internationally, there remains much work to be 

done at home. Meaningful recognition of the 
Indigenous right to self determination and to 
participate in decision making through 
representative institutions is a long outstanding 
demand. The rights of Indigenous peoples, 
including those reaffirmed by UNDRIP, must be 
inextricable from solutions to the climate crisis. 

Health 

This section aims to explore the current status of 
integrating health within global climate efforts, 
specifically focusing on the UNFCCC process, COP 
24, nationally determined contributions (NDCs) and 
national adaptation plans (NAPs). References will 
be made to state and non-state actors leading 
efforts to integrate health across climate action, 
while aspirations are shared with relation to the 
Canadian context. 

Key players strengthening the link between 
climate change and health 

In 2015, the Lancet, a world’s leading medical 
journal, published its 2015 Lancet Commission on 
Health and Climate Change. Within this 
commission, climate change is deemed a public 
health emergency and action tackling climate 
change is viewed as one of the greatest global 
health opportunities of the 21st century. The 
impacts of climate change on global health 
outcomes have since been evaluated annually. To 
further crystallize the understanding of health 
within the UNFCCC process, the COP 23 Fijian 
presidency called upon the WHO to develop a 
report on health and climate change that solidifies 
the interconnection between climate change and 
health, while providing recommendations to COP 
24 negotiators and policymakers that maximize 
health benefits in decision making processes. In the 
years to come, the WHO and UNFCCC will be 
working closely to launch the second climate and 
health country profile project that tracks country 
progress in strengthening climate mitigation and 
adaptation efforts that maximize health co-benefits. 

Many non-governmental organizations have also 
emerged to lead global and national planetary 
health efforts. The Wellcome Trust, The Global 
Climate and Health Alliance, and the Canadian 
Association of Physicians for the Environment are  
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examples of some key influencers in this space. 

Current advancements: incorporating health in 
mitigation and adaptation 

Through the tireless efforts of global climate and 
health communities, there has been increasing 
momentum in building health benefiting climate 
action, and climate resilient health systems. Over 
the course of the past decade, an increasing 
number of countries are integrating public health as 
a core component of climate mitigation and 
adaptation efforts. Fiji leads by example as it shares 
the health implications of climate mitigation to the 
UNFCCC through its national communications. 
Increasingly, national adaptation plans are 
beginning to acknowledge public health as a key 
component, particularly in countries most 
vulnerable to climate change. Fiji consistently leads 
in health adaptation implementation, while 
countries in South-East Asia such as Nepal highly 
regards public health within its NAP. 

Current challenges: integrating health within 
COP 24 and the UNFCCC process 

At COP 24, many of the discussions on the health 
impacts of climate change take place in side events 
hosted by various stakeholders. Within the Paris 
Agreement, there is limited mention of health that 
has led to a lack of acknowledgement within the 
technical negotiations at COP 24 which determines 
the Paris Agreement Work Plan (PAWP). With 

health neglected within the PAWP, national climate 
efforts through NDCs and NAPs are at risk of 
disregarding the importance of health impacts of 
climate change and subsequent health adaptation 
needs. The value of integrating health further 
throughout the UNFCCC process has yet to be 
realized to its fullest potential. Inclusion of health 
within PAWP’s preamble, NDCs, and national 
communications would be potential solutions that 
ensure accountability across all signatories in 
prioritizing health in climate mitigation, adaptation, 
and reporting. 

Next steps 

Although COP 24 has concluded, efforts to 
mainstream health in climate mitigation, 
adaptation, and reporting are just beginning. 
Despite minimal mentions of health within PAWP, 
the health sector is committed to mobilizing 
climate action and supporting efforts to report, 
mitigate and adapt to the health consequences of 
climate change. Within our own backyard, Canada 
has began to value the health impacts of climate 
change through section 4.3 of the Pan Canadian 
Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. 
In order to effectively realize the aspirations of this 
goal, mechanisms that ensure multi-sectoral 
collaboration and reporting across all decision-
making levels, national or sub-national, is critical for 
effective implementation of climate mitigation and 
adaptation efforts that maximize health co-benefits. 

Youth delegate Sophia Yang speaks to reporters.
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Climate Communications: Talanoa Dialogue 
& Transparency 

The Talanoa Dialogue, and Transparency, are two of 
the important mechanisms that facilitate 
communications in the UNFCCC process, and at 
COP 24. The two methods are juxtaposed, the first 
using traditional storytelling and the second using 
technical scientific reporting. However, both are 
used to set more ambitious national determined 
contributions (NDCs) and stronger progress 
tracking of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Overview of the Talanoa Dialogue 

The Talanoa Dialogue draws upon a Fijian 
expression for inclusive, participatory and 
transparent dialogue. “The purpose of Talanoa is to 
share stories and build empathy in order to make 
wise decisions that are for the collective 
good.” (COP23, 2017). At COP 24, the High-Level 
Talanoa is hosted for Ministers to share their 
climate change stories. This is called the “political 
phase”, as discussions will hopefully lead to 
increasing ambition in meeting the targets of 2°C 
of warming. The objective of the political phase is 
to take stock of the current climate actions to reach 
the long-term goal of the Paris Agreement. The 
Talanoa Dialogue will also inform the climate 
actions post-2020, known as the Nationally 
Determined Contributions. Every country will 
communicate their efforts to reduce national 
emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate 
change. 

Guidelines of Storytelling with Talanoa Dialogue 

The Fijian presidency had a few guidelines about 
how to tell a story. He requested for Ministers to 
tell a story “from the heart” in their own words. It 
was encouraged to share concrete experiences, 
lessons and best practices that would meaningfully 
contribute to the space. Every Minister should 
share their own story, avoiding vagueness and 
rambling, but making their story inspiring and 
impelling. The Talanoa Dialogue asks three central 
questions: Where are we? Where do we want to 
go? How do we get there? The Ministerial Talanoa 
focused on the final question to keep within the 
limited time. In the final plenary, Ministers reported 
back highlights and climate actions they have taken 
and aim to take.  

Challenges in Talanoa Dialogue at COP 24 

The Presidents of COP 23 and COP 24 released a 
Call for Action about the Talanoa Dialogue in lead-
up to the COP 24. To emphasize the role of cities 
and regions in climate action, there were formally 
40 countries that took part in facilitated Talanoa 
Dialogue between COP 23 and COP 24. Through 
online portal, civil society organizations were 
invited to send their submissions to answer the 
three questions. In the first round of submissions, 
they received 417 submissions of stories of the 
widespread devastation of climate change and of 
ambition already taken in response. The challenge 
was to translate the body of knowledge, from 
traditional perspective to lived experience, into the 
Paris Agreement Rulebook. It is challenging to 
monitor how successful the Talanoa Dialogue will 
be in increasing ambition to update nationally 
determined contributions in 2020. 

Overview of Transparency 

Transparency (Article 13) refers to how all countries 
must communicate and report their emissions. 
Some refer to it as the backbone of the Paris 
Agreement, since the information sharing and 
review processes are key to strengthen ambition of 
countries and build trust among them. The 
communication of emissions under the UNFCCC is 
highly technical to ensure accuracy, completeness, 
consistency and comparability in their reporting. In 
2015, the Paris Agreement committed to 
developing an “Enhanced Transparency 
Framework”, requiring all countries to 
communicate on climate action every two years. 
The use of word “enhanced” means a holistic 
approach to climate action that includes mitigation, 
adaptation, and capacity-building support. The 
reporting system of greenhouse gas emissions 
shows how ambitious all countries are in their 
progress on nationally determined contributions. 

Guidelines of the Transparency Framework 

The Paris Agreement determined the need for 
better climate communication using the enhanced 
transparency framework. COP 24 was set to review 
the work of the Transparency Ad Hoc Working 
Group of the Paris Agreement (1/CP.21, paragraph 
91). The working group was mandated to develop 
recommendations for modalities, procedures and 
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guidelines for this new framework (Article 13), 
which will build upon and eventually supersede the 
existing measurement, reporting and verification 
system (MRV). The current framework includes 
reporting annual greenhouse gas emissions in 
national inventories (Article 13.7a), technical review 
of inventories, and multilateral assessments. Every 
country needs to provide records of greenhouse 
gas emissions following the 2006 IPCC Guidelines. 
This serves to track progress (Article 13.7b) in 
reaching national climate targets. 

Challenges in Transparency at COP 24 

In negotiations, the agreement of the Paris 
Rulebook was delayed due to unresolved market 
mechanisms (Article 6), specifically around 
transparency. A key player blocking stalling was 
Brazil, who insisted on new wording that some 
critics suggested might allow double counting of 
carbon credits. Essentially, emissions reductions 
should only be counted by the purchasing country, 
not by the country hosting the project. Emissions 
reductions counting through programmes, 
originally under the Kyoto’s Clean Development 
Mechanisms, are hard to monitor for transparency. 
In the Paris Agreement, double counting is strictly 
opposed, as it undermines the integrity of the 
system. For this reason, accounting rules for carbon 
credits are essential to transparency. Due to the 
challenge of agreeing on the communication, this 
item of Transparency was pushed to be discussed 
at COP 25 in Chile. 

Looking forward: better communication 

At COP 24, world leaders need to take bold 
climate action to meet global targets. Parties must 
adopt a more open approach to communicating 
the successes they achieve and challenges they 
face. Failure to adopt these open communications 
strategies will contribute to a failure to hit our 
targets. Through different climate communication 
methods, both traditional and scientific methods 
are used to track progress in reaching these goals 
and to commit to ambitious targets post 2020.  

Firstly, the Talanoa Dialogue used storytelling  

to enhance ambition in setting Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). As international 
submissions were received, the year-long Talanoa 
process concluded at COP 24 with a challenge in 
measuring its effectiveness in motivating better 
climate action. Secondly, the Transparency 
Framework requires countries to regularly 
communicate their emissions and plans for 
reductions. Heading into COP 25 in Chile, the 2019 
Guidelines for Reporting GHG Emissions will inform 
national inventory reporting. With a challenging 
transition from the current reporting system, the 
‘enhanced transparency framework’ will be 
discussed at COP 25. 

Biodiversity 

We are in the midst of a biodiversity crisis. Many 
scientists have warned that our impact on the world 
around us is on the verge of triggering a mass 
extinction event, the sixth in the Earth’s history, and 
the first to occur while humans roam the planet. 
Extinctions are occurring at up to 100 times the 
natural background rate, with dozens of species 
lost every day.10 

The climate and the biodiversity crises are 
inherently linked with many of the same drivers 
(overconsumption, increased development, and the 
exploitation of natural resources being among 
them). Acting on biodiversity, in addition to climate 
change, is fundamental for a 1.5°C world. In fact, 
biodiversity could be our closest ally in the fight 
against climate change if we incorporate it 
effectively. But how can we manage this? And what 
were Parties doing to address this at COP 24? 

Biodiversity and Nature-Based Solutions 

Biodiversity describes the variability of life on Earth. 
This includes genetic variation within a species, the 
variability amongst different types of species, and 
the variability between different types of habitats 
and ecosystems. Biodiversity strengthens the 
resilience of a species or ecosystem; the more 
diverse life is, the better it can handle external 
change. 

Nature-based solutions (NbS) are actions that work 

10 Ceballos, G., et al. (2015). Accelerated modern human-induced species losses: Entering the sixth mass extinction. Sci. Adv. 1(5), e1400253. DOI: 
10.1126/sciadv.1400253
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with, and enhance, nature to support biodiversity 
and the services that ecosystems provide to 
address societal challenges. NbS initiatives have 
the potential to effectively deliver on both climate 
change mitigation and adaptation while also 
providing a number of co-benefits. Yet, they have 
only recently begun to enter the mainstream 
climate policy discussion. 

NbS for Climate Mitigation and Adaptation 

There are two primary carbon sinks: the land and 
the ocean. The ability of terrestrial and aquatic 
vegetation to sequester (aka, remove) carbon from 
the atmosphere and store it mitigates the impacts 
of climate change. Conserving, rehabilitating, and 
enhancing these natural carbon sinks is a cost-
effective mitigation strategy. Often this looks like 
conserving and mitigating forests, but many other 
ecosystems also store large amounts of carbon. 
Peatlands, for example, store 21% of the total 
global soil organic carbon stock despite only 
covering about 3% of Earth’s land area.11 It is 
estimated that NbS initiatives can provide 37% of 
the mitigation that we need by 2030 to keep global 
warming under 2°C.12  

NbS strategies can also help us adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. Restoring coastal 
ecosystems such as mangroves, coral reefs, and salt  
marshes can assist in flood control, coastal erosion 
prevention, and protection from salt water 
intrusion. Protecting and encouraging diverse, 
intact forests increases resiliency to wildfires, which 
are predicted to increase in frequency and severity 
with increasing climate change. 

Co-Benefits of NbS 

While NbS actions can be effective at both 
mitigation and adaptation, the greatest advantage 
of NbS is the numerous co-benefits they provide. 
NbS initiatives are often low-cost and low-risk, 
especially in comparison to alternatives that rely on 
technology. They also can provide a range of other 
economic benefits. For example, coastal wetlands 
in the northeast USA protected $US 625 million 

worth of property from flood damage during 
Hurricane Sandy, reducing damage by 20-30% in 
50% of affected areas.13 

NbS initiatives can also enhance food security, 
secure and regulate water supplies, diversity 
livelihoods, and increase human health. 
Agroforestry (the practice of planting crops within 
forests, or trees among crops), for example, has 
been shown to maintain and enhance crop yields in 
drier, more variable climates. Green roofs and  

increased tree cover in cities moderates the 
impacts of heatwaves and decreases pollution. 
Additionally, NbS initiatives can work in parallel 
with recognizing and securing Indigenous and local 
community land rights. Numerous studies have 
found that community-managed forests see lower 
rates of deforestation and fewer forest carbon 
emissions, and that securing Indigenous land rights 
often increases the resiliency of landscapes that 
directly contribute to climate change mitigation 
and adaptation.14 

Biodiversity at COP 24 

The Polish presidency at COP 24 did draw attention 
to the role of forests (the Katowice Ministerial 
Declaration “Forests for Climate” was released 
during the conference), but as a whole the role of 
biodiversity and NbS initiatives were largely absent 

A side event panel speaks about the inclusion of NbS in NDCs.

11 CLARA (2018). Missing pathways to 1.5oC: The role of the land sector in ambitious climate action. 

12 Griscom, B.W., et al. (2017). Natural climate solutions. PNAS. https://do I.org/10.1073/pnas/1710465114

13 Narayan, S., et al. (2017). The value of coastal wetlands for flood damage reduction in the Northeastern USA. Sci. Rep. 7, 9463.

14 CLARA (2018). Missing pathways to 1.5oC: The role of the land sector in ambitious climate action.
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from the primary negotiations. The discussion on 
forests that did occur was largely limited to the use 
of reforestation to sequester carbon and the use of 
bioenergy as an alternative energy source (despite 
the fact that increasing bioenergy use may further 
aggregate climate change within the immediate 
future15). 

The importance of biodiverse forests was missing 
from discussions, as was any clarification that NbS 
initiatives, including reforestation, must be applied 
in parallel to efforts to eliminate fossil fuel 
combustion, and not as a way to compensate for 
continued emissions. There was little, if no, 

discussion on carbon-rich ecosystems outside of 
forests, such as grasslands, peatlands, mangroves, 
or wetlands. Clearly, there is a discrepancy between 
the potential role that biodiversity and NbS 
initiatives can play in international climate policy 
and the attention it receives.  

From Silos to Solutions 

Biodiversity could be a game-changing ally in our 
fight against climate change. Nature-based 

solutions have significant mitigation and adaptation 
potential while also providing numerous co-benefits 
including increased food and water security, 
disaster-risk prevention, and socio-economic 
benefits.Yet it is not strongly recognized in 
international climate policy. Luckily, this is 
beginning to change. The UN Secretary-General 
Climate Summit in September 2019 will include 
NbS as one of the core six themes, and with COP 
25 occurring in Chile and co-hosted by Costa Rica, 
it is likely that nature will have a greater spotlight. 
With only 12 years left before losing sight of 
limiting warming to 1.5ºC, we can no longer afford 
to treat the climate and biodiversity crises in silos. 

Loss & Damage 

In 2015, Cyclone Pam ravaged the islands of 
Vanuatu, a small island developing state in the 
South Pacific. Winds at 280 km/hr tore off roofs, 
knocked over trees, and compromised the 
livelihoods of almost 200,000 people. The damage 
was estimated at $US 450 million, more than 64% 
of Vanuatu’s GDP. Aid came in from countries like 
France and Australia, but only to the tune of tens of 
millions of dollars. In Cyclone Pam, Vanuatu lost far 
more than it can regain any time soon. 

This past summer, flooding in Kerala, India sent 
hundreds of thousands of people to live in 
emergency relief camps. The flooding from an 
unusually heavy monsoon season and associated 
landslides killed 483 people. Property damage 
amounted to an estimated $US 5.6 billion, but like 
Vanuatu, the amount of aid Kerala received paled in 
comparison to the damage caused. 

For the world’s most vulnerable people, loss and 
damage from extreme weather events like those in 
Vanuatu and Kerala are an unavoidable reality. 
Irrecoverable losses to life and livelihoods, as well 
as recoverable damage to property and 
infrastructure are set to become more frequent and 
severe due to the effects of climate change. The 
toll in human suffering will be immeasurable, not to 
mention the enormous economic costs. All this 
because the world’s richest countries paid no heed 
to the scientific knowledge that said we needed to 
decarbonize decades ago. 

Youth delegates Marina Melanidis and Veronika Bylicki.

15 Sterman, J.D., et al. (2018). Does replacing coal with wood lover CO2 emissions? Dramatic lifestyle analysis of wood bioenergy, Environ. Red. Lett. 
13(1), 015007. https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/aaa512
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Loss and damage is covered in the Paris 
Agreement, under Article 8, which states the 
“importance of averting, minimizing and addressing 
loss and damage associated with the adverse 
effects of climate change.” Decision-making around 
loss and damage is also governed by the Warsaw 
International Mechanism on Loss and Damage, 
established five years ago and set to undergo a 
review in 2019. 

While countries do recognize loss and damage as 
an important part of climate action in official 
negotiations, the topic is politically contentious. 
Given the outsized contributions of developed 
countries to greenhouse gas emissions, many 
believe they should be the ones to pay for the 
damage, or even be held legally liable for it. 
However, no rich country is interested in letting go 
of even a reasonable portion of the wealth it has 
accumulated; much of it from the historical 
pillaging of developing countries for resources. 
One would think that by now, world leaders would 
recognize the common humanity of the world’s 
poorest, and the moral responsibility to right 
historical wrongs. Article 8 in the Paris Agreement 
is lip service to the devastation that is loss and 
damage, but countries still won’t put their money 
where their mouth is. 

That being said, COP 24 saw moderate progress on 
the inclusion of loss and damage in the Paris 
Rulebook. Loss and damage was included in the 
rules for the Global Stocktake, the process under 
which countries comprehensively review and report 

on their climate action every five years. It was also 
included under the rules for transparency, the 
mechanism under which countries report back on 
their climate needs and actions. The negotiating 
text on transparency allows for countries to report 
back on their experiences of loss and damage, as 
well as on their needs to avert and recover from it. 

Arguably, loss and damage should have been 
included into most sections of the Rulebook, 
especially where finance is concerned. It is still not 
clear how finance will be directed toward loss and 
damage — by default it is likely to be lumped in 
with adaptation finance — while the Warsaw 
International Mechanism has recommended a slew 
of insurance options that may put a financial burden 
on vulnerable people themselves. Yet the fact that 
loss and damage was included in the Rulebook at 
all is a small win.  

Moving forward, the Warsaw International 
Mechanism needs to commit more seriously to 
mobilizing finance for loss and damage. Countries 
like Vanuatu are calling for new and additional 
finance, delivered in grants — not loans. In addition 
to providing more finance, developed countries 
must accept the migration of people displaced by 
climate change. Rich countries need to end the 
delay on loss and damage progress, and take 
action now. Because at the end of the day, people 
on the ground in places like Vanuatu and Kerala are 
those who suffer the most. 

The COP 24 venue.
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Climate Finance 

At COP 24, Climate Finance remained one of the 
most intransigent, controversial and divisive topics 
in UNFCCC negotiations. The struggle to find 
common ground boils down to the desire from 
many developed countries (particularly those with 
less constructive domestic political leadership) to 
limit their obligations in providing immediate 
finance, as well as indicative information on future 
financial commitments, to developing countries 
that require assistance in order to meet their 
climate adaptation and mitigation goals. Five of the 
key issues being discussed Katowice were: The 
Adaptation Fund; Ex-Ante Communication of 
Future Finance; Accounting Modalities for the 
Tracking of Past Finance; the Green Climate Fund; 
and Long-Term Finance. While some items saw 
progress, others remained at an impasse. 

Adaptation Fund 

The Adaptation Fund (AF), established under the 
Kyoto Protocol in 2001, is a relatively older 
multilateral climate fund under the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) financial 
mechanism; however its age has not diminished its 
importance (in fact, the opposite is true). The AF 
plays a critical role in global climate adaptation in 
developing countries, particularly because of its 
provision of grants and micro-level financing to 
adaptive projects in at-risk communities. In terms of 
sources of funding, the AF is funded through two 
methods: 1) Proceeds from the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Protocol, and 2) 
voluntary contributions from donor countries. The 
fund is also unique in that, unlike its often-cited 
counterpart, the Green Climate Fund, its 
governance board is composed of a majority of 
representatives from developing countries. This has 
allowed the AF to become a widely celebrate 
success (both from the perspective of developed 
and developing countries) due to its 
understandably stronger conception of how to 
effectively deploy climate finance in developing 
countries. 

Being a multilateral climate fund under the 
UNFCCC, the fund is subject to review and 
mandates from countries who are parties to the 
agreement(s) it ‘serves’. Prior to COP 24, the fund 
continued to serve the Kyoto Protocol (KP). In 

simple terms, this means that the fund is subject to 
guidance from countries who are signatories to the 
Protocol. This has significant implications: as those 
of us familiar with the Protocol know, many 
developed countries are not signatories to the 
agreement (including Canada). Therefore, 
challenges in negotiations arose, relating primarily 
to developing countries expressing concerns that 
the fund should continue to operate as it has in the 
past, despite having to consider new developed 
country board members once it serves the Paris 
Agreement. 

Ultimately, negotiators were able to reach a 
consensus; agreeing that the Adaptation Fund will 
serve the Paris Agreement, starting January 1st, 
2019. Therefore, in 2019, the fund will serve both 
the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto Protocol. As far 
as exclusivity (the overarching goal of all countries 
is to have the AF exclusively serve the Paris 
Agreement) is concerned, progress remained 
stalled as countries failed to reach an agreement on 
the substance of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement 
(the CDM’s replacement), known more colloquially 
as carbon trading/ market mechanisms, or ITMOS 
(Internationally Traded Mitigation Outcomes). This 
led to negotiators agreeing that exclusivity would 
be agreed-upon once the specifics of Article 6 were 
finalized; the negotiations of which will take place 
at COP 25. 

Ex-Ante Communication of Future Climate 
Finance 

Ex-ante communication of future climate finance 
refers to the rules which dictate how developing 
countries will communicate their contributions of 
climate finance, and how developing (or, recipient) 
countries will share how the finance they’ve 
received has conclusively led to positive climate 
adaptation and mitigation outcomes. Under Article 
9.5 of the Paris Agreement, developed countries 
are obligated to report their contributions of 
climate finance on a biennial basis, and other 
countries are welcome to report information 
voluntarily. In simple terms, this is a critical part of 
the rulebook, because it sets the stage for how 
developing countries, particularly those that are 
low-lying and most vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change, can plan ahead when 
implementing policy measures for both their 
Nationally Determined Contributions (mitigation 
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efforts) and National Adaptation Plans. By having 
developed countries signal, in advance, their 
intents to provide finance, developing country 
policymakers can develop more ambitious plans. 

Among other things, negotiations over the 
communication of indicative quantitative and 
qualitative information on climate finance also 
emphasize the need to convene biennial high-level 
ministerial dialogues, such as the one that took 
place at COP 24, to discuss the progress of current 
and past flows of global climate finance, how 
developed countries intend to increase their 
contributions in the future, and how they intend to 
reach the current annual collective mobilization 
goal of $100 billion (USD). A decision on this issue 
was ultimately adopted by countries. A few matters 
of controversy, such as the lack of mentioning 
grant-equivalency in the text, and the omission of 
loss and damage as category, are stark; however, 
there was an agreement on including gender-
responsiveness as a measure that countries must 
report on. Therefore, while some critical concerns 
remain, there was progress to be noted at COP 24. 

Accounting Modalities for the Tracking of Past 
Finance 

The other side of finance in the rulebook covers  

accounting modalities. In simple terms, this issue, 
as is covered in Article 9.7 of the Paris Agreement, 
dictates the rules under which donor countries 
categorize and count their climate finance provided 
in the past. It doesn’t take long to understand that 
counting, categorizing, and classifying climate 
finance becomes tricky, quick. Developed countries 
have an interest in counting all of their 
contributions provided, in order to get them to 
their portion of the $100 billion goal quicker; while 
developing countries are pushing back to hold 
providers accountable to the equitability of their 
finance. In essence, this means that developing 
countries are trying to hold developed countries 
accountable for the finance they report to be 
contributed in their assessments. Some of the 
accounting mechanisms countries debate over 
include, among other things: whether finance is 
reported at its face-value (the amount of a loan, for 
example), or at its grant-equivalent value (the loan 
minus repayment, interest, etc.); whether an 
amount is climate-specific (going entirely to climate 
change mitigation/ adaptation), or cross-sectoral; 
whether an amount is cross-cutting, mitigation-
focused, or adaptation-focused; whether loss and 
damage is reported as a category, separate from 
adaptation; and whether an amount is reported as 
‘new and additional’, meaning whether it is 

Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore speaks to delegates.
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separate from existing, non-climate, contributions 
of Official Development Assistance (ODA). 

Unfortunately, more work needs to be done on this 
issue moving forward. COP 24 saw little progress 
on the components that matter most, including 
those listed above (other than ‘climate-specific’, 
which was part of the finalized text). In the new 
rulebook, progress on loss and damage included 
recognizing its distinction in both the transparency 
mechanism and the global stocktake of the Paris 
Agreement, yet, problematically, it was left out of 
finance as a category to be reported on. 
Furthermore, when it comes to non-grant finance 
(such as loans), countries are only obligated to 
report the grant-equivalent value of their 
contributions on a voluntary basis. This means, for 
example, that under the currently agreed-upon 
rules, a developed country could provide a $20 
million non-concessional (market-rate) loan to a 
developing country, and if that loan ended up as a 
net-positive transfer of wealth for the donor 
(meaning that the country providing the loan 
actually made money off the transaction), they’d 
still be able to count it as a climate finance 
contribution of $20 million. In the future, ministers 
need to recognize this morally reprehensible aspect 
of the current text, and ensure that tools such as 
grant-equivalency, and other transparency 
measures, hold donor nations accountable. 

Green Climate Fund 

The Green Climate Fund (GCF), established 2010 at 
COP16, is a financial mechanism of the UNFCCC, 
which means that it is responsible for deploying a 
large portion of the funds provided from developed 
countries, to developing countries, to assist the 
latter with their climate mitigation and adaptation 
objectives. It is funded entirely through voluntary 
contributions from donor countries, and operates 
via guidance from its board (which is composed 
equally of 12 representatives from developed 
countries and 12 members from developing 
countries), as well as from the COP itself. Under the 
Paris Agreement, countries agreed to provide $100 
billion in climate finance per year, from 2020 until 
2025. When countries pledge climate finance 
commitments, they predominantly do so through 
what are regarded as reliable, safe channels, 
including Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) 
and Development Finance Institutions (DFIs), to 

ensure that the money provided is spent on 
measures that either mitigate emissions in 
developing countries, or assists them with climate 
adaptation and resilience. 

The GCF is the Paris Agreement’s focal point 
institution when it comes to delivering the bulk of 
climate-designated funds. Many countries pledge 
the largest portions of their climate finance 
commitments towards the $100 billion goal, to the 
GCF. For instance, the plurality of Canada’s climate 
finance provided to-date ($300M), has gone to the 
GCF. At COP 24, leaders agreed upon the 
importance of the GCF and expressed support for 
its continued role in global climate action. Moving 
forward, nations will continue to rely on the GCF to 
be a focal point for innovation, catalytic capital, and 
risk-tolerance investments as the developed world 
attempts to grow within a low-carbon framework. 

Long-Term Finance 

Last but not least, comes the critical issue of long-
term finance. Long-term finance refers to the 
debate countries have over how commitments of 
climate finance will change once the current 
collective goal of $100 billion per year expires in 
2025. Objectively, it is unquestionable that the goal 
needs to be re-evaluated in a timely manner. 
Furthermore, as the $100 billion per year goal is a 
politically-determined amount, there is a need for 
further scientifically-robust assessments to be 
completed (building on work already undertaken by 
bodies such as the Standing Committee on 
Finance) to indicate what levels of finance are 
necessary to pay for the mitigation and adaptation 
measures, as well as loss and damage reparations, 
that align with a 1.5°C world.  

Within these negotiations, there is a crossroads at 
play: developing countries want early commitments 
of climate finance so that they can begin to plan 
their mitigation and adaptation measures, while 
many developed countries face upcoming 
elections, and are limited by domestic budgetary 
and democratic processes, which prevent them 
from guaranteeing financial commitments too far in 
the future. In light of these challenges, how and 
when nations decide upon a post-2025 collective 
mobilization goal for finance remained inconclusive 
at COP 24. While countries indicated that they will 
begin deliberations in 2020, we will have to wait 
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until COP 25 to see progress from ministers. 

Moving Forward 

As we approach a new year and conclude yet 
another meeting of the conference of the parties, 
the need to increase domestic ambition in line with 
1.5°C, while concurrently supporting developing 
countries in their desperate fight to cope with 
existing climate change, grows more urgent. Donor 
countries such as Canada need to work harder at 
making international climate finance more palatable 
to voters, by communicating the multifaceted 
importance of development assistance. We must 
better convey why grant-based climate finance 
contributions are not only a moral imperative, 
based on both the size of Canada’s historical 
greenhouse gas emissions and our presently 
egregious per-capita emissions, but also why those 
contributions are in our own national interest, due 
to their of their role in mitigating global emissions. 
Canadians benefit from reducing emissions 
overseas, as climate change is a collective action 
problem and emissions reductions in developing 
countries can be as, if not more valuable as 
emissions reductions within our own borders, due 
to their relatively lower marginal cost. This makes 
the need for robust transparency and 
communications measures ever-more critical as we 
proceed with the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement. 

In terms of concrete action, the path forward is  

clear. Canada needs to contribute its fair share of 
global climate finance by increasing its contribution 
from the current 2020 $800 million annual pledge, 
to $1.9 billion in annual public sector contributions, 
with an ultimate goal of leveraging an additional 
$2.1 billion in private sector and multilateral 
institution funds, to reach our fair share total of $4 
billion. Canada needs to also support scientific 
assessment as an inextricable component of future 
climate finance targets under the UNFCCC (in 
practice, this would mean conducting a review of 
best practice research, to determine the actual 
needs of developing countries in adapting to, and 
mitigating climate change, in line with 1.5°C.  

Limiting global warming to 1.5°C is within reach, 
but it will require bold, unprecedented action and 
political will, of which finance will be an 
instrumental tool. Canada will need to step up, 
stand with developing countries, and redouble 
financial commitments to reach our goals. 

Paris Rulebook / Katowice Decisions 

The Rulebook sets out guidelines for the global 
implementation of the Paris Agreement. Among 
other functions, it specifies the manner by which 
countries will (1) report their progress towards 
emissions reductions targets, (2) communicate their 
efforts to increase resilience to climate change, (3) 
trade emissions credits and (4) report climate 
finance flows. Parties started negotiating Rulebook 
text shortly after the Paris Agreement was signed in 
2015.  

Youth delegates Sadie DeCoste and Sophia Yang speak for YOUNGO working groups at the constituency’s official press conference.
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It’s important to note that COP 24 didn’t have an 
enforceable deadline to complete the Rulebook – 
remember, none of these agreements are binding. 
However, COP21 in 2015 mandated Parties finish a 
rulebook by the end of COP24. While agreements 
aren’t binding, it was heavily in Parties’ interests to 
set rules to facilitate the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement when it comes into force in 2020. 

The Path to Final Text 

From an observer viewpoint the path to final text 
was a mess. At the end of the first week, diplomatic 
talks were all but derailed after the US, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait blocked text ‘welcoming’  

the conclusion of the IPCC special report on 1.5 
degrees Celsius released this fall. Simultaneously, 
the US and others blocked language recognizing 
the need to uphold human rights in text relating to 
climate change adaptation. Progress stalled on 
multiple fronts. In one session, prompts to discuss 
the topic of Loss and Damage resulted in four 
minutes of complete silence. In another session on 
adaptation finance, the South African negotiator 
left when he felt no one was listening. According to 
some Canadian negotiators our delegation spoke 
with, the political game is to wait until the last 
moment to agree, opening up opportunities to win 
last-minute concessions. 

With the arrival of political envoys in the second 
week, negotiations moved behind closed doors in 
the form of informal meetings. Facing tight 
deadlines, the Polish Presidency took a more active 
role in crafting draft text that limited the remaining 

options Parties could choose between. On one 
hand, this helped streamline discussions, but it also 
risked alienating Parties late in the process. 
Rulebook draft text fluctuated daily in both scope 
and ambition in the final jostling for position. In the 
last two days, with the release of a wildly simplified 
draft released, Brazil blocked negotiations 
pertaining to the rules for trading emissions credits. 
Despite the uncertainty and drama, Parties did 
eventually agree to a rulebook in Katowice. They 
did not come to a final agreement on all topics, but 
they did agree on most key points. 

Limited Agreements 

They did agree on a broad set of rules for 
accounting and communicating finance, however 
there is still a lack of clarity on some key details. 
Final finance rules tend to be the same for all 
countries, rather than applying differently between 
developed and developing countries. Parties also 
agreed on common rules for reporting their 
Nationally Determined Contributions, or NDCs. 
NDCs encapsulate Parties’ respective commitments 
to addressing climate change, and common rules 
are important for effectively comparing and 
tabulating commitments to measure progress 
towards the overall goals outlined by the Paris 
Agreement. However, while final text says Parties 
‘shall’ use the latest guidance from the IPCC in 
reporting NDCs, it also allows countries to use 
‘nationally appropriate methodologies’ which may 
allow Parties to use creative reporting tactics to 
overestimate the emissions-reducing effects of their 
actions. 

Overall, the final rulebook tends to impose the 
same reporting rules on developed and developing 
countries, with lee-way provided for the latter 
group providing they justify their need. This is a 
change from earlier drafts, which attempted to 
recognize common but differentiated 
responsibilities of developed and developing 
countries in the level of mandated reporting. 

Lack of Consensus 

Among those items not agreed to, lack of 
agreement on emissions trading rules and limited 
reference to loss and damage will especially limit 
the reach of the Paris Agreement. As previously 
mentioned, Parties did not agree on final 

Youth delegates Liam Orme and Sophia Yang take questions at 
the joint Canadian youth press conference.
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accounting rules for international emissions trading 
after 2020, instead moving these discussions to 
COP25 in 2019. An inability to agree on these rules 
may also limit private sector investment in climate 
finance. 

They also did not agree to a mechanism to provide 
financial flows to compensate for damages due to 
climate change. Referred to as Loss and Damage in 
article 8 of the Paris Agreement, these financial 
flows were not mentioned concretely in the final 
rulebook. While Parties agreed on reporting 
methods for Loss and Damage, the Loss and 
Damage finance talks will resume in 2019 with the 
review of the Warsaw International Mechanism for 
Loss and Damage. 

Parties did not fully embrace the need for increased 
ambition called for by country members of the High 
Ambition Coalition, the results of the Talanoa 
Dialogue and the IPCC special report on 1.5 
degrees of warming. Specifically, the resulting text 
does not include strong enough language calling 
for countries to review their commitments before 
2020, which would encourage countries to commit 
to stronger emissions reductions targets. Resulting 
text also does not include a strong enough 
acknowledgement of the results of the IPCC report, 

which investigated the difference in potential 
damages associated with warming of 1.5 degrees 
versus 2.0 degrees Celsius. Countries also failed to 
agree on language that would make the results of 
the Talanoa Dialogue actionable (final wording 
invites countries to consider the results, but this 
does not mean they have to as they update their 
targets).  
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BCCIC youth delegates attend YOUNGO’s morning coordination meeting, ‘Spokes Council’.
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Youth
Delegates
Each of our youth 
delegates had their own 
focus area that they 
followed throughout the 
conference.

Alice Guo 
➜	Health

As a civil society youth delegate, being at COP 
24 has been simultaneously inspiring and 
disempowering. It has been a profound honour 
to work shoulder to shoulder with young leaders, 
unapologetically calling for more ambitious 
climate action. It has also been a blunt realization 
of how brittle progress can be, for every step 
forward awaits a step back- ready to pounce at 
every opportunity. With a background in public 
health, I explored the role health played at COP 
24 alongside a group of talented health 
professionals. We searched for windows of 
opportunity to better integrate health at the 
core of mobilizing climate action and developing 
policies. I would spend my days following key 
discussions on the health impacts of climate 
change. I was taken by surprise that health was 
rarely considered in the negotiating rooms of 
COP, when it was so clear to me of its value in 
aiding both ambition and action. This initial 
shock was transformed into a sense of amity as I 
wrestled with understanding the supportive role 
the health sector played in the UNFCCC process. 
I left reassured that health professionals from 
around the world are committed to lead and 
support efforts that build a healthier future. To 
protect the health and wellbeing of our planet 
and our future generations, meaningful youth 
inclusion across international, national, and sub-
national decision making processes is vital for 
relevant, sustainable climate action. 

M.Sc. Global Population Health 
London School of Economics & Political Science

Did you know? 
BCCIC’s youth delegates 
were selected by a 
committee of BC youth for 
BC youth.
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Sadie DeCoste 
➜	Loss & Damage

Canada is full of contradictions on climate 
change. Our government touts its leadership as 
a country with progressive diplomatic priorities 
and a climate plan to match. Yet its (already 
weak) pledge to the Paris Agreement leaves a 
big chunk of emissions reductions to be covered 
by “additional measures” not included in its 
climate plan. Not to mention its purchasing of a 
pipeline and subsidizing the fossil fuel industry 
through bailouts and tax cuts. Canada’s 
contradictions are mirrored on a greater scale by 
those of the COP. Isn’t it amazing that despite 
the complex interests of different stakeholders, 
countries have come together to sign the Paris 
Agreement, and develop an operations manual 
to spell out how it will work? But at the end of 
the day, the world’s current climate pledges put 
it on track for a temperature increase of 3 
degrees celsius — well above the safe limit.To be 
fair, I was impressed by the sincere will of the 
government officials we met with at COP 24. 
Clearly, these people care about climate change 
— which wasn’t always the case with the 
Canadian government. So where does that leave 
us as youth trying to navigate how best to 
pressure the government on climate? We have 
been focusing on partnership-building as one of 
many possible tactics for change. It is not flashy, 
it can be excruciatingly slow, and not everyone 
agrees that we should do it at all. But we hope 
that if we can catch the ear of powerful people 
for long enough, they might just start to listen. 

B.A. Economics & Society, Minor in Earth Systems 
Minerva Schools at KGI

Liam Orme 
➜	Adaptation

While I’ve come away battling renewed cynicism 
about the likelihood of limiting global warming 
to below 2°C, I’m immeasurably grateful for the 
opportunity to attend COP 24. At the 
conference, I followed negotiations relating to 
adaptation communications (APA 4) and 
adaptation finance (APA 8.a and APA 8.b); 
beyond this I spent time working with YOUNGO 
on speech-writing, meeting with Canadian 
delegates and conducting interviews. Before 
COP 24 started I anticipated that adaptation 
talks might be among the less divisive topics, but 
I was wrong. While APA 4 proceeded relatively 
smoothly, APA 8.a turned out to be a major 
sticking point for negotiators. In retrospect, COP 
was an amazing learning opportunity. Firstly, it 
provided unique exposure that helped me better 
understand the political dynamics of the global 
climate challenge. Secondly, COP gave me a 
better understanding of Canada’s role in 
assembling a global response to climate change. 
Finally, meeting inspiring leaders from around 
the world, young and old, and learning about 
their projects provided excellent context to the 
local work we undertake in BC. I’m returning 
home more motivated than ever; Canadian youth 
have the creativity, power and conviction to 
shape the futures of their communities for the 
better. Our systems are shifting to respond to 
the dangers of climate change, but we must 
speed things up and in the process ensure we 
aren’t leaving anyone behind. 

Bachelor of International Economics (B.I.E.) 
University of British Columbia
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Marina Melanidis 
➜	Biodiversity

I came to COP 24 absolutely thrilled to be living 
one of my dreams. Most of my time was spent 
within the small space that the interlinkages 
between biodiversity and climate take up within 
the UNFCCC. Biodiversity was present in 
discussions and side-events, but as a niche topic 
rather than a focus of negotiations. Nonetheless, 
there is consensus among those working in this 
space that the importance of biodiversity is 
increasingly being recognized in international 
climate policy. COP 24 was incredibly 
overwhelming, with each day a whirlwind of 
panels, plenaries, and people from around the 
world. By finding a niche, I was able to navigate 
the technical, opaque, and often discouraging 
whirlwind of COP 24 and focus my energy in a 
way that was genuinely impactful.While I found 
motivation in the impact I made, the barriers 
limiting meaningful participation for youth were 
obvious. Youth attending COP 24 had almost 
none of the support or resources of older 
generations; yet, it was the incredible youth I 
befriended, from abroad and from home, that 
challenged me to think differently and inspired 
me to work harder. COP 24 was one of the most 
incredible experiences I’ve had. Despite the 
barriers, I left Katowice more excited than ever 
to continue pursuing climate action. We need 
youth in the climate discussion, and learning how 
to use the space I take up to create more space 
for others was the most important lesson I 
learned in Poland. 

Caroline Merner 
➜	Talanoa Dialogue

Heading into COP 24, I was optimistic and 
motivated. I believed that countries would set a 
rulebook for limiting global warming to below 2 
degrees. Surely, parties would act on the IPCC’s 
report on the dire consequences of global 
warming beyond 1.5 degrees. However, I left 
COP feeling relieved that the conference did not 
entirely fail, and I ultimately felt unfulfilled by the 
outcome. As a Youth Delegate, I brought a 
background in public engagement and climate 
communications. Part of my role was to support 
our delegation’s communications efforts. I 
followed sessions on the Talanoa Dialogue and 
Transparency. Talanoa is a Fijian decision-making 
process using storytelling to enhance climate 
action. The Transparency framework outlines 
how countries communicate and report their 
emissions. All countries must share experiences, 
learn from them, and commit to more ambitious 
climate action.  At the climate negotiations, I felt 
inspired by the frontline youth and civil society 
members who worked hard to resist the status 
quo. Secondly, I felt supported by the BCCIC 
Youth Delegation and YOUNGO, which 
prioritizes youth representation in negotiations, 
even when challenged by limited opportunities 
for youth inclusion. Thirdly, I bring home a 
purpose from COP 24. More youth should be 
brought into the climate space; youth leadership 
will lead to increased action. We need to 
respond to the urgent signals by changing 
course and acting with hope and conviction.  
B.A. Sustainability & International Development, 
focus on Climate Change Communications 
Dalhousie University

B.Sc. Natural Resources Conservation, 
Specialization in Global Perspectives 
University of British Columbia
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Veronika Bylicki 
➜	Sub-National Action

Since climate change has become central to my 
interests and work over the last 10 years, I've 
placed COP on a pedestal. While my peers and I 
carried out our climate-related work and 
contributed our piece of the pie, COP always felt 
like a confluence of world-changing action, 
commitment and influence.In light of this, the 
opportunity to attend COP was a long time 
coming and an incredible learning opportunity. 
In practice, it was exhilarating and exhausting, 
overwhelming and underwhelming, and 
motivating and disempowering. There was a 
clear lack in ambition and stark contrast between 
the agreements that needed to take place, 
making it challenging to maintain an optimistic 
tone throughout the week. While island nations 
were urging for more ambitious goals and we 
stepped out of the conference centre into smog, 
certain states were denying the urgency of the 
IPCC's SR1.5, and slowing down progress. At the 
same time, my day-to-day included attending 
side events and press conferences by 
stakeholders from around the world, all 
committed and carrying out the action we need 
on-the-ground. I got to observe our global 
political climate and decision making processes 
first-hand; to understand Canada’s role; and to 
be inspired by incredible youth. My own 
personal level of hope, motivation and energy in 
the climate space hasn't been short-changed. I’m 
coming back reflecting and processing my own 
role in the climate space in the years to come. 

Sophia Yang 
➜	Conservation

I first joined the climate movement when I was 
11, after being inspired by an article discussing 
how young people can raise awareness about 
climate change. Fast forward to December 2018, 
attending COP 24 was an opportunity of a 
lifetime. Seeing stakeholders from various age 
groups, cultures and governments come 
together to work on several cross-cutting issues 
in climate change was a firm reminder of how 
much work we still have to do, but also a 
reminder of the progress that’s been already 
made. Between attending side events related to 
climate communications and renewable energy, 
chairing meetings of the YOUNGO renewable 
energy working group, speaking to TV and radio 
media, meeting with Canadian provincial and 
federal officials to highlight the concerns of 
youth, and moderating panels and speaking 
events, there was barely any time to breathe - 
but it was all part of a grand experience that 
made COP 24 both fulfilling and invigorating. 
 Amidst all of this, I frequently caught myself 
discussing with delegates the importance of 
conservation and evidence-based science in the 
climate movement. It’s bizarre to me how little 
discussion there was on forests and conservation 
at a climate change conference. It was at times in 
the background of conversations, but never at 
the forefront. As a result, I left filled with both 
optimism and cynicism, but the inspiration I took 
away from all the amazing work young people 
are doing globally will keep me fighting.  
B.Sc. Natural Resources Conservation, 
Specialization in Global Perspectives 
University of British Columbia

B.Sc. Hon. Global Resource Systems, 
Specialization in Climate Policy & Urban Sustainability 
University of British Columbia
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Maya Guttmann 
➜	Local & Traditional Knowledge

I am incredibly grateful to have had the 
opportunity to participate in the 24th 
Conference of the Parties (COP 24) in Katowice 
Poland. Meaningful action on the complex issue 
of climate change engages my full humanity and 
attending COP 24 was thus an emotional and 
fully immersive experience. This opportunity 
served as an introduction to international climate 
diplomacy and as a reminder to keep my mind 
and heart open to the countless perspectives 
within the movement for climate justice. COP 24 
was intimidating, overwhelming and incredibly 
motivating. Shifting my gaze from local salmon 
populations and the people who live alongside 
them to an international conversation about 
global climate action was challenging. My 
experience in Katowice challenged me to think 
about how top-down initiatives and bottom-up 
local action can complement each other. At  
COP 24, I wanted to focus on the negotiations 
around the Local Communities and Indigenous 
People’s platform. I was committed to 
understanding, more broadly, how indigeneity 
and local knowledge was addressed in 
international negotiations. I also focused on 
learning from the outstanding team of young 
people with whom I was attending the 
conference. I am committed to continuing to 
engage with the newfound perspectives gained 
at COP and look forward to continuing to work 
with an open heart and muddy boots grounded 
in the land and the people who live within it. 

Colton Kasteel 
➜	Climate Finance

Attending another UNFCCC session on behalf of 
BC youth was both a privilege and an honour. It 
is hard to sum up the swell of emotions which 
continued to overwhelm me in the weeks 
following the conclusion of COP24. It would be 
disingenuous to simply say I followed 
negotiations and attended meetings with 
equanimity, celebrating the small victories that 
come with a UN climate conference. It was 
frustrating to see continued dissonance from 
leaders, who ostensibly cite climate action while 
global emissions rise and new fossil fuel 
infrastructure projects are approved. Rapacious, 
unscrupulous corporations, coupled with political 
inaction, have led us to a state of climate crisis. 
However, our history does not have to determine 
our future. Bold climate policy, centered upon a 
1.5ºC global goal and the protection of 
vulnerable, marginalized nations and 
communities, is within reach. Youth-led action 
from groups such as the Sunrise Movement in 
the U.S., and Youth Rising in Canada, among 
numerous others, is proof that the status-quo will 
no longer be accepted. I believe unequivocally 
that we can reach our goals; but we must not 
relent. I am constantly inspired by the intrepid 
youth, CSOs, and progressives who are 
committed to building a better world - and 
because of their determination, perseverance, 
reciprocity, and open hearts, I will continue to 
fight; always believing a better future is possible. 

B.Sc. Environmental Science, with a focus on 
Conservation Biology 
University of British Columbia

Bachelor of International Economics (B.I.E.), with a 
focus on Market-Based Climate Policy 
University of British Columbia
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Kiera Schuller 
➜	Gender

I arrived at COP 24 as a Youth Delegate with the 
deep, shared global sense of apprehension, not 
only of the ability for Parties to produce a 
Rulebook, but also for the Rulebook to reflect 
the critical new ambitions required by the IPCC’s 
1.5ºC report. I followed gender throughout the 
conference, yet was equally enthralled by every 
dimension of the negotiations. Whilst being a 
youth delegate undoubtedly revealed the 
ongoing vexing challenges faced by youth and 
civil society actors to be included seriously at 
high-level international negotiations, it also 
offered a profound opportunity to witness global 
negotiations from an unobstructed perspective. 
Though the final outcomes were both relieving 
and disappointing, the biggest lesson I brought 
home was one of hope, thanks to the vibrant, 
tireless, and ongoing acts of solidarity and 
resilience I witnessed constantly outside the 
negotiations. The pop-up events, panels, 
theatrical and musical displays held by civil 
society and youth reminded us not only of the 
crucial urgency of why we were there, but also of 
the existence of the too-often invisible networks 
of individuals around the world who remain 
committed to change. Returning home with 
complex feelings of both frustration, motivation 
and hope, I am ever more committed to pushing 
for increased ambition in Canada, calling for 
further equitable, gender-sensitive and human 
rights-centered policies at home and abroad. 

M.Sc. Global Governance & Diplomacy, with a focus 
on Human Rights 
University of Oxford
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BCCIC youth delegates Caroline Merner and Veronika Bylicki, with George Heyman and Elizabeth May.

 OUR ENGAGEMENTS 

Meetings with high profile delegates
Throughout the conference, we had opportunities 
to meet with several notable leaders, politicians, 
and civil servants specialized in climate change 
strategy development, environmental policy, and 
international relations. Our goal in every meeting 
was to identify the objectives of both national and 
sub-national actors to connect on common 
interests, encourage transparency and high 
ambition (particularly from Canadian elected 
officials), and lobby on behalf of British Columbian 
youth. The following are brief summaries of the key 
meetings we had and their outcomes: 

Hon. George Heyman, MLA 

George Heyman is the elected Member of the 
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia for 
Vancouver-Fairview, and serves concurrently as the 
province’s Minister of Environment and Climate 

Change Strategy. Upon arriving at COP 24, he and 
his team had recently released ‘Clean BC’, British 
Columbia’s new climate and environment plan. We 
discussed the outcomes of our youth engagement 
sessions and online survey, including perceptions of 
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BC youth on the effectiveness of our current 
provincial government’s ability to meet Paris 
Agreement level commitments in emission 
reductions. We discussed different key 
environmental policy concerns, including forest 
management, clean energy tracking, LNG in BC, 
and commitments to methane emission reductions. 
We expressed our views of the effectiveness of 
engaging multiple different audiences in the 
creation of CleanBC, and highlighted opportunities 
for increasing youth engagement in provincial 
climate change and environment strategy. We 
offered concrete ideas, including quarterly 
dialogues with BC youth in-person and/or digitally 
to engage both urban and rural youth, and the 
need to have more face-to-face time with decision 
makers. We highlighted the effectiveness of 
meaningful youth engagement in providing social 
license and creating a greater skills in civic 
engagement, participation and effective climate 
policy building. Our ideas were met with 
enthusiasm, and we committed to following up 
upon returning home and continuing the 
conversation on creating a plan for how to more 
meaningfully engage BC youth. 

Ken Alex 

Ken Alex is the Director of the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research, and serves as Senior Policy 
Advisor to Governor Jerry Brown and the Chair of 
the Strategic Growth Council. 

We spoke about a myriad of issues, including: the 
role of sub-national actors in the UNFCCC process, 
and how California can drive progress despite 
lacking any official negotiation power; how oceans 
are being prioritized following Gov. Brown’s 
appointment as a special envoy by the COP 23 
presidency; the similarities and differences in 
inevitable climate challenges faced by California 
and BC; the emphasis placed by California on 
health as a key cross-cutting issue in climate 
change, particularly in the healthcare industry and 
through the California health alliance; California’s 
approach to dealing with the climate migrant crisis, 
particularly in contrast to militant policies being 
taken by other southern states and the US federal 
government; and the evolution of California’s cap-
and-trade scheme, particularly its redistribution of 
revenues towards low-income communities. 

Joyce Murray, MP 

Joyce Murray is the elected Member of Parliament 
for Vancouver Quadra, and Parliamentary Secretary 
to the President of the Treasury Board and Minister 
of Digital Government. 

We spoke with MP Murray about several of issues 
facing Canada’s climate commitments, such as the 
Trans Mountain Pipeline (TMX), federal and 
provincial fossil fuel subsidies, carbon pricing, and 
federal environmental impact assessment. We also 
shared the findings from our consultations with BC 
youth in the lead up to COP (see p.41), and 
emphasized that the BC youth surveyed did not 
approve of new fossil fuel infrastructure. 

Patricia Fuller 

Patricia Fuller is Canada’s Ambassador for Climate 
Change. We spoke at-length about key federal and 
international policy issues, including gender-based 
analysis, the need for federal carbon pricing to 
reach $US 150/tonne CO2e by 2030, protecting 
nature-based solutions to climate change, funding 
additional youth to attend future COPs, and 
ratcheting up the ambition of the Pan-Canadian 
Framework on Clean Growth & Climate Change.  

Elizabeth May 

Elizabeth May is the leader of the Green Party of 
Canada, and Member of Parliament for Saanich-
Gulf Islands. While at COP24 she was a strong 
advocate for the inclusion of young voices in 
decision-making, and supported the BCCIC 
delegation, as well as all other youth attending the 
conference, on a number of occasions.



 

_____________________ 
Project Impact Report 
YOUTH DELEGATION TO COP 24 �34 34

Member of Parliament for Vancouver-Quadra, Joyce Murray, MP

BC Minister of Environment & Climate Change Strategy, Hon. George Heyman, MLA
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 PROJECT IMPACTS 

Sharing youth perspectives
As young people, we are placed at the forefront of 
the climate struggle, despite having contributed the 
least to the problem. Youth perspectives are still not 
valued as much as they should be in the 
development of climate policy, nor at international 
climate negotiations. In response, the BCCIC youth 
delegation worked persistently, with stakeholders of 
all kinds, to advocate for meaningful youth inclusion 
in the climate action space. 

It is not enough for young people’s voices to simply 
be heard. Young people’s opinions and ideas must 
be meaningfully considered and integrated into the 
decisions that are adopted at COP. It is imperative 
for young people to feel truly included and 
empowered by the UN system, in order for them to 
not lose more faith or trust in the institution than 
they already have. 

Why is Youth Inclusion Important? 

Youth are already engaged in climate action. We run 
our own organizations, we speak up to decision-
makers, some of us hold school strikes. Youth come 
into the UNFCCC process with almost none of the 
support and resources that older generations 
benefit from, but with a passion, work ethic and 
sense of urgency that matches, or often exceeds, 
our elders. We push against barriers to hold 

decision-makers accountable for our future because 
we must.  

The nature of climate change is temporal: its causes 
are rooted in decisions made in the past and its 
impacts are worsening with time. It is the youngest 
generations that will feel the brunt of the impacts of 
climate change most. The consequences of the 
decisions that are made, or not made, within the 
UNFCCC process will be felt by us in ways that 
older generations will never experience.  

Youth voices are necessary in the climate discussion. 
We deserve to have a say in our future. As the 
leaders of both today and tomorrow, equipping us 
with the tools to take climate action will help ensure 
a future that is liveable. We’re less tied to the 
status-quo and more willing to embrace the 
systemic change necessary to limit warming to 
1.5°C. Engaging youth meaningfully in the UNFCCC 
process and the decisions that are made within it 
does not only encourage ambition, it facilitates 
equity and justice. 

How are youth currently formally engaged in 
UNFCCC processes? 

As part of the UNFCCC framework, youth are 
represented by YOUNGO (Youth NGOs). YOUNGO 
is one of the nine constituencies of civil society, 

BCCIC Week 2 delegates gather with fellow Canadian youth.
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Youth delegates speak at the second joint Canadian youth press conference, in Week 2.

alongside women, Indigenous peoples, farmers, 
business, trade unions, and more. Constituencies 
have a formal voice in the UNFCCC process, can 
deliver interventions, and provide a number of 
inputs into the negotiation process. The official 
youth constituency of the UNFCCC is composed of 
organizations and individuals representing the voice 
of youth on the international stage. YOUNGO has a 
non-hierarchical system of decision-making that 
reflects a just, equitable structure of power 
distributed among its members. The YOUNGO 
structure could make a case for how international 
negotiators should interact. By electing focal points 
from the Global North and Global South, diverse 
groups of youth are represented equitably.  

At COP, YOUNGO held daily morning briefings, 
always facilitated by a different youth from the 
Global North and Global South, sharing the 
opportunity to practice facilitation and hear 
different voices. The use of hand signals offers a 
sophisticated approach to calling for clarification, 
denouncing oppressions and sharing proposals for 
change. Youth with more experience in processes 
breakdown processes and technicalities for youth 
that are newer to these processes.Youth self-
organize into working groups in thematic areas to 
contribute to different elements of the UNFCCC 
process.  

At COP, youth have to learn to navigate the 
technical language determining the targets for our 
future. Through webinars and readings beforehand 
and technical briefings at COP, it can often feel like 

a constant uphill learning experience, of becoming 
attuned to the appropriate language and acronyms 
to use. Thankfully, different civil society 
representative organizations, such as the Climate 
Action Network, have proved to be receptive to 
engaging youth in Working Groups of thematic 
areas, such as Transparency, Biodiversity and Health, 
among many others. In terms of the negotiations, 
there are limited opportunities to influence 
negotiations and few speaking opportunities in 
high-level roundtables or plenaries. Youth often 
carry the same message: our future is at stake and 
we need immediate action and ambitious goals 
now. This voice and position is often spoken about 
and at times also given the stage - for example, 15-
year-old Greta Thunberg, a well-known young 
Swedish climate activist, eloquently speaking on 
behalf of the world’s youth. However, the lack of 
inclusion of youth in formal processes and in 
bringing them up to speed to be able to participate 
in these processes diminishes the sense of urgency 
in negotiation rooms and high-level plenaries. 

What did we do to advance youth inclusion at 
COP 24? 

We met with notable leaders, politicians, and civil 
servants to discuss our priorities for climate action 
and youth engagement. In general, our questions in 
these meetings centred around the role of BC and 
Canada in taking climate leadership. We also 
expressed that we would like to see the 
Government of Canada fund a youth delegation to 
future international meetings, including COP. The  
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delegation members should be chosen in an open, 
nonpartisan selection process; they should have 
access to negotiators and government officials; and 
they should maintain their funding even if they are 
critical of the government. Most of the officials we 
met with seemed interested in advocating for the 
establishment of such a delegation, but despite our 
meeting requests, we were not able to convey this 
to the Canadian Minister, Catherine McKenna. 
Nonetheless, we did emphasize our message to 
Joyce Murray (MP, Vancouver-Quadra) and Patricia 
Fuller (Canada’s Climate Change Ambassador). The 
Canadian Youth Delegation, which this year was an 
ad hoc group of three, received full or partial 
government funding, along with two members of 
the Prime Minister’s Youth Council, who each 
received partial funding. However, they were not 
included in Canada’s negotiations process or 
consulted in the policymaking process. We would 
like to see a youth delegation that is given a more 
meaningful seat at the table in Canada’s approach 
to policymaking. The government could establish a 
youth advisory committee on climate change that 
would inform Canada’s policy and negotiations 
priorities year-round. 

As is profiled more extensively below, our 
delegation also organized two press conferences — 
one in each week of the conference — to highlight 
the diverse perspectives of Canadian youth. The 
panel included speakers from multiple Canadian 
youth NGOs as well as BCCIC delegates.  

Moving Forward 

Youth need to be invited into these conversations to 
share perspectives and learn about decision-
making. The feasibility of attending COP in the first 
place must be supported by national governments. 
Initiatives such as YOUNGO’s Global South 
Scholarship (GSS), which completely subsidizes the 
expensive endeavour of coming to COP for a few 
youth, must be further promoted to all states. We 
call on the Canadian government to publicly review 
and expand its funded youth delegation to COP 25. 
Moreover, the inclusion of youth in COP must 
translate from the symbolic tokenistic youth voices 
to a meaningful and formal space in the negotiation 
arena. We also call on the Canadian government to 
include a formal commitment to youth 
empowerment in their next round of NDCs, and ask 
the bodies of the UNFCCC to integrate this 
commitment into prescriptive texts. 

Young people make up almost 50% of the global 
population. If Canada, or the global community, are 
going to have even a chance at meeting the 1.5ºC 
goal, young people must be truly included in the 
COP negotiations. This world needs all the help that 
it can get, and the capacity of almost half of the 
world’s population is under-utilized by the exclusion 
of youth influence in the international arena.
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While at COP 24, delegates had the opportunity to 
hold a panel discussion on young Canadian women 
leading on climate change. Youth, particularly young 
women, have consistently been drivers of change in 
climate action. To highlight their inspiring 
leadership, the BC Council for International 
Cooperation (BCCIC), in collaboration with Climate 
Guides, CityHive Vancouver, Student Energy, and 
Youth Climate Lab, organized a panel of Canada’s 
foremost young female leaders who are changing 
narratives on climate by building communities, 
across Canada and internationally. 

Through an in-depth panel discussion, oriented in 
storytelling format, these panelists shared their 
insights gained from directing and occupying 
leadership positions in innovative youth-focused 
organizations oriented towards climate and 
sustainability. Among many items of discussion, this 
included shedding light on organizational best 
practices, providing insight into their forward-
looking models of change-making, speaking to 
gender issues, and ultimately sharing the 
experiences and lessons of being effective and 
optimistic young climate leaders. 

Panelists included: Marina Melanidis, co-founder of 
Climate Guides, Veronika Bylicki co-founder of City 
Hive, Alice Guo representing BCCIC, Helen Watts of 
Student Energy, Riley Yesno of the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Council, and Dominique Souris of Youth 
Climate Lab. These young women work on 
meaningful climate action from a range of different 
perspectives. Together they spoke about 
interpersonal relationships, city sustainability, 
federal action and international engagement. 
Amongst various themes, the panel explored the 
barriers that Canadian youth are facing in the 
process of decision-making, such as tokenistic youth 
inclusion and greater accessibility to change-making 
spaces. 

How can organizations work to improve youth 
engagement in terms of changing climate action? 

The panel also spoke about best practices for 
increasing youth engagement. Central to this theme 
was that youth prioritize climate change, but only a 
small percentage of Canadian youth feel that their 
voices are being heard at the federal government 
level. Panelists discussed potential solutions, such as 

BCCIC COP 24 SIDE EVENT 

Young Women Leading Climate Action
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providing a greater access to capital and resources 
and designing pilot programs that align with youth-
empowerment models. 

What can meaningful youth engagement look like 
at COP 24? How can we get there? 

Among a variety of strategies to include youth in 
climate change matters, panelists suggested active 
financial support at the organizational level, the 
ability for traditional groups to embrace dynamic 
ideas, and mentorship programs. An effective way 
to increase youth engagement is by connecting 
youth that are already more empowered to those 
that have less access to engaging spaces. Other 
important methods that were discussed include: 
relationship-based and intergenerational 
consultations, taking the time to learn about 
Indigenous youth, creation of learning-by-doing 
initiatives, collaboration between organizations, 
mitigating the literary gap caused by complicated 
acronyms, and storytelling that can result in 
measurable youth-led action. 

Three main takeaways from this panel discussion 
are summarized as the following: 

• It is inevitable that young people will feel serious 
impacts from climate change. 

• We cannot do this alone. It requires building 
intergenerational relationships and support 
through legitimizing platforms. 

• It is important not to underestimate the power of 
young movers, but rather to support them to 
increase their impact. 

Holding a side event at COP 24 and having a 
formalized platform on which to speak was an 
exciting opportunity. The event was well attended 
by other youth from across the world, and was a 
meaningful opportunity to share best practices and 
build connections with young climate leaders. 

“ Youth bring radical, unconventional, 
innovative ideas to the table. Inclusive 
and meaningful youth engagement is 
critically important, especially in spaces 
like COP 24.” 

Riley Yesno, Prime Minister’s Youth Council
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The BCCIC youth delegation partnered with 
multiple Canadian youth NGOs to host two Joint 
Canadian Youth Press Conferences in both weeks 
of COP 24, to share perspectives with Parties, 
IGOs, NGOs, and other non-party stakeholders 
(NPS). Partner organizations included: 

• Youth Climate Lab (YCL) 
• The Canadian Youth Delegation (CYD) 

• Québec Youth Delegation 
• Student Energy 

• Kairos Canada 

• Prime Minister’s Youth Council (PMYC) 
• United Nations Association of Canada (UNA-C) 

The youth representatives at the press conference 
came from all over the country and brought 
diverse viewpoints and expertise. Other delegates 
attended the press conferences to hear from 
Canadian youth, including researchers, observers, 
government officials, and members of the press. 

Week 1 Press Conference 

Speakers:          Liam Orme, BCCIC 
  Sophia Yang, BCCIC 
  Maya Menezes, CYD 
  Tina Oh, CYD 
  Jessica Steele, Kairos Canada 
  Ana González Guerrero, YCL 
  Alex Ruhlmann, Québec 

Facilitator: Liam Orme 
Coordinator: Colton Kasteel 

Week 2 Press Conference 

Speakers: Maya Guttmann, BCCIC 
  Marina Melanidis, Climate Guides 
  Dominique Souris, YCL 
  Jasveen Brar, UNA-C 
  Brendan Campbell, CYD 
  Veronika Bylicki, CityHive 

Facilitator: Maya Guttmann 
Coordinator: Colton Kasteel

Themes of the first week’s press conference 
included: 

• Just transition and protection of labour rights 
• Migrant justice 
• Strengthening NDCs to 1.5ºC-aligned targets 
• The power of storytelling 

Themes of the second week’s press conference 
included: 

• Empathy and place-based learning 
• Youth engagement, the need for ambition, and 

hope 
• Indigenous rights and climate justice 
• Sub-national action and youth

To watch the recordings of the two press 
conferences, please visit: 

Week 1 - http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w1 
Week 2 - http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w2 

http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w1
http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w2
http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w1
http://bit.ly/cdn-youth-cop24-w2
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 PROJECT IMPACTS 

Youth Consultation & Engagement
The BCCIC youth recognized early-on that 
attending COP 24 is a unique opportunity, which 
many deserving young people are unable to 
experience. In response, the delegation, as 
representatives of BC youth on the international 
stage, coordinated a consultation process in the 
lead-up to the conference that involved both online 
and in-person engagement. The majority of our 
respondents were between 18 to 29 years of age,  

but we also heard from younger groups as well. 
Through engaged listening and open dialogue, the 
delegation gathered a diversity of responses that 
helped us better advocate for our fellow BC youth. 

What did we hear from BC Youth? 

The most significant findings of our consultation was 
that 49% of BC youth think about the potential 
consequences of climate change on a daily basis, 
while 84.5% think about this on a weekly basis. 
Additionally, the majority (71%) of BC youth do not 
feel confident in Canada’s ability to meet its Paris 
Agreement targets, while 48% are not confident in 
BC’s ability to meet its emission targets. We also 
found that only a small portion of young people in 
BC, at 6.3%, feel that their voices and/or concerns 
are fully represented in Canadian political 

discussions and decisions relating to climate 
change. 

A large majority of youth are most concerned about 
climate change impacts on increasing frequency of 
extreme weather events (90.3%), environmental 
degradation (85.7%) and population health 
consequences (84%). The majority of youth 
surveyed do not support major fossil fuel projects 
occurring within or across BC’s borders including 
Trans Mountain Expansion Project, Site C dam and 
LNG Canada. 
 
Considering these concerns, BC youth hope for: 

• Improved climate literacy through education 
curriculums; 

• Stronger carbon pricing, transportation 
electrification, energy efficiency, and renewable 
energy projects; and 

• Climate change to be mainstreaming through 
dialogue, policy, politics, and legislation, all while 
embracing an intersectional, gender equality lens. 

We also were able to hear some of the many great 
ideas young people in BC have to further climate 
action in the province and country. These ideas 
include more transparent evidence-based decision 
making on climate policy, ending fossil fuel 
subsidies, while investing in rural community 
resilience (e.g. preparing rural and coastal 
communities for wildfires, earthquakes, and other 
natural disasters), and establishing more stringent 
laws around extractive industries while building 
capacity for compliance and enforcement (e.g. more 
stringent annual allowable forestry cut, protecting 
salmons and rivers). 
 
Most importantly, BC youth told us that the biggest 
barriers they face to engaging in climate action are 
a lack of financial and other resources, and that they 
want access to decision makers and to be 
meaningfully engaged in climate policy 
development processes. 

The ‘Youth Climate Idea Jam’ consultation, held in Oct. 2018.
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In summary, BC youth believe that there is a lack of 
consideration for climate change across social 
development work, while the impacts of climate 
change are poorly communicated. The impacts of 
climate change on vulnerable groups such as 
Indigenous communities is stark and deeply 
concerning to BC youth. Climate change 
exacerbates existing vulnerabilities and hegemonic 
privileges, affecting frontline communities and those 
less fortunate significantly more. BC youth see a 
disproportionate weight given to denial and 
uncertainty, when climate change is evidence-based 
and factual. Youth want to see  greater ambition in 
the national determined contributions (NDCs), and 
they understand that climate action must be taken 
with an intersectional lens that prioritizes 
communities most marginalized and impacted by 
climate change. 

Limitations and Areas for Improvement 

It is important to note that our consultations 
suffered from some limitations. The vast majority of 
our respondents reside in the Lower Mainland 
(63.8%) and Vancouver Island (29.3%). We recognize 
that the perspectives of youth in southern, and 
more urban, areas of the province will likely differ 
from youth in more northern and rural areas of the 
province. Bringing the thoughts concerns, needs, 
and ambitions of all BC youth to COP is a priority 
for the Delegation, and methods of expanding our 
reach will be a critical component of our strategy 
moving forward. 

Delegation Strategy: Key Messaging 

Based on our consultations with BC youth on their 
priorities, as well as our strategy sessions in advance 
of the conference, we developed key delegation 
messages of focus at the conference, which were 
segmented into three themes: Youth 
Empowerment, CSO Inclusion, and Policy Advocacy. 
In short form, key messages took the following 
form: 

Youth Empowerment 

• Youth play a critical role at COP, and more 
generally as climate leaders and actors. Young 
people need access to both financial and non-
financial resources to initiate projects and ventures 
that are tied to climate action. 

• There is a need for both Canada & BC to fund 
transparent, inclusive, and accessible Youth 
Delegations to future COPs, including training, 
education programs and platforms to relay 
findings and outcomes back to young people at 
home. 

CSO Inclusion 

• CSOs are critical to productively tackling climate 
change, and Canada as well as other Parties must 
continue to support transparent, inclusive CSO 
engagement in the UNFCCC process. 

• CSO interaction with the COP process is primarily 
composed of urban organizations. In order to 
reach truly equitable outcomes on climate and a 
just transition, Canada and other Parties must 
support the inclusion of non-urban community 
CSOs (including supporting organizations with 
low-financial capacity). 

Policy Advocacy 

• Canada an expansion of pipeline capacity is not 
mathematically compatible with Canada’s stated 
Paris Agreement pledge.  

• Current pledges leave Canada 66Mt short of our 
Paris target, nevermind a 1.5ºC goal. A review of 
these targets is needed immediately. 

• Northern Canada faces exponential warming in 
the arctic, and needs immediate adaptation 
support. 

Only 6.3% of BC youth feel that their voices and/ or concerns 
are fully represented in Canadian political discussions and 

decisions relating to climate change.
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 PROJECT IMPACTS 

Media Engagement

Youth delegate Alice Guo, and delegation lead Colton Kasteel, speak to CBC’s Heather Hiscox about the importance of raising ambition.

Before, after and throughout COP 24, BCCIC’s 
youth delegates engaged with the public through a 
myriad of outlets, including social media, blog 
posts, articles, and television and radio interviews. 
Themes varied throughout, but the core messages 
of the delegation remained constant: calling for 
bolder action from all Parties, emphasizing the 
need to align Canada’s domestic targets to 1.5ºC, 
the immediate climate consequences faced by 
vulnerable populations around the globe, and 
reiterating the importance of meaningful, robust 
youth inclusion and engagement in all policy 
processes. Our most prominent engagements, 
written and non-written alike, are included here: 

Articles 

“Going to COP24: B.C. activist” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-
newsletter-christmas-trees-sustainable-1.4935098  

“Straight talk from COP24” 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-
newsletter-rice-climate-change-cop24-1.4944403  

“Biodiversity Matters in the Fight Against Climate 
Change” 

https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-biodiversity/  

“The Role of Health in Climate Conferences” 

https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-health/  

“Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform at 
COP 24” 

https://www.bccic.ca/indigenous-peoples-cop24/  

“Gender and Climate Change at COP 24” 

https://www.bccic.ca/gender-climate-cop24/  

“Climate Finance at COP24: Reviewing Progress & 
Goals” 

https://www.bccic.ca/climate-finance-cop24/    

“Arrivals, COY, and Day 1 of COP24” 

https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-begins/  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-christmas-trees-sustainable-1.4935098
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-christmas-trees-sustainable-1.4935098
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-rice-climate-change-cop24-1.4944403
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-rice-climate-change-cop24-1.4944403
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-biodiversity/
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-health/
https://www.bccic.ca/indigenous-peoples-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/gender-climate-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/climate-finance-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-begins/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-christmas-trees-sustainable-1.4935098
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-christmas-trees-sustainable-1.4935098
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-rice-climate-change-cop24-1.4944403
https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/what-on-earth-newsletter-rice-climate-change-cop24-1.4944403
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-biodiversity/
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-health/
https://www.bccic.ca/indigenous-peoples-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/gender-climate-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/climate-finance-cop24/
https://www.bccic.ca/cop24-begins/
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“Top 10 Climate Issues for BC Youth … and What We’re 
Doing About It” 

https://www.bccic.ca/top-10-climate-issues-for-bc-youth/ 

Television 

Morning Live on CBC News Network, with Heather 
Hiscox: “Canadian youth delegates want 'ambitious 
action' on climate change” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGFisFu781g  

CBC News Network, with Natasha Fatah: “UN Climate 
Change Talks Extended” 
https://twitter.com/NatashaFatah/status/
1074014192523390976 

CBC’s The National, for Dec. 4, 2018 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2T0LrP6QBR4&feature=youtu.be  

Radio 

CBC’s The Early Edition, with Stephen Quinn 
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/
episode/15642815  

UBC Sustainability Instagram Takeover 

The UBC Sustainability Initiative invited UBC 
students Sophia Yang and Liam Orme of our youth 
delegation to takeover their official Instagram 
account throughout their attendance of COP 24. 
They engaged over 2,200 followers of UBC 
Sustainability’s Instagram through daily updates 
and interactive Instagram Stories. 

Twitter Highlights 

BCCIC’s youth delegation was very active on 
Twitter throughout the conference, using the 
platform as a means to amplify our message, share 
insights into the conference with Canadians back 
home, and converse with all manner of delegates, 
including national and sub-national government 
officials, non-party stakeholders, and more.

Follow @BCCIC and our youth delegates on 
Twitter to see more. 

@SadieDeCoste 
@ColtonKasteel 
@Orme_Liam 
@MarinaMelanidis 
@_AliceGuo 
@CarolineMerner 

@KieraNaomi 
@MayaGuttman 
@p_B_i_E_c_N_o 
@sophiaayangg 
@VeronikaBylYouth delegates Liam Orme and Sophia Yang share updates 

from COP 24 on the UBC Sustainability Initiative’s Instagram 
page.

https://www.bccic.ca/top-10-climate-issues-for-bc-youth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGFisFu781g
https://twitter.com/NatashaFatah/status/1074014192523390976
https://twitter.com/NatashaFatah/status/1074014192523390976
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T0LrP6QBR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T0LrP6QBR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/episode/15642815
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/episode/15642815
https://www.bccic.ca/top-10-climate-issues-for-bc-youth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGFisFu781g
https://twitter.com/NatashaFatah/status/1074014192523390976
https://twitter.com/NatashaFatah/status/1074014192523390976
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T0LrP6QBR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T0LrP6QBR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/episode/15642815
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/episode/15642815


 

_____________________ 
Project Impact Report 
YOUTH DELEGATION TO COP 24 �45

Looking ahead
Our recommendations for future youth delegations and advice 
for effective CSO engagements at COP

BCCIC Youth Delegate Alice Guo speaks about youth empowerment at the ‘Young Women Leading on Climate’ side event.

Upon returning home from COP 24, we reflected 
upon our successes, as well as learning 
opportunities, to disseminate our learned best 
practices and areas of improvement for future 
delegations. We also reflected what is needed from 
leaders We hope that our suggestions and 
recommendations will help the youth delegation 
project to achieve its maximum potential both at 
COP and at home. 

Clarity on delegate and delegation role at COP 

There was a lack of firm understanding of the 
strategic role delegates play in the following three 
areas that have impeded preparation for COP 24: 

1. Delegate role in relation to BCCIC: In the 
application process, it was not clear that the 
delegates’ primary purpose was to pursue their 
own interests rather than supporting BCCIC’s aims. 
This was clarified at the first orientation meeting. 

2. Delegate’s own goals: An understanding about 
the different deliverables delegates can achieve at 
COP 24 (e.g. delegates can choose to largely work 
with YOUNGO, or perhaps largely follow Canada’s 
participation in negotiations) was critical to leaving 
delegates with a specific goal to work towards. 
While there certainly are limits to how much any 
orientation or meeting can explain when it comes 
to the various paths COP 24 attendees can take, 
setting personal targets helped sharpen the 
delegates’ understandings of the UNFCCC process 
and allowed them to hone their roles in relation to 
other stakeholders attending the conference. 

3. Roles in the delegation: in advance of COP, each 
delegate assigned themselves to a team role, and 
chose a topic of interest. This helped delegates 
remain focused and active throughout the 
conference. Team roles were created based on the 
main tasks that needed attention on a day-to-day 
basis. They were as follows:
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Week 1 

Delegation Coordinator: Colton Kasteel 
Communications Coordinator: Benjamin Georges-
Picot 
Policy Coordinators (2): Liam Orme & Sadie 
DeCoste 
CSO Engagement Coordinator: Kiera Schuller 
Youth Engagement Coordinator: Sophia Yang 

Week 2 

Delegation Coordinator: Colton Kasteel 
Communications Coordinator: Caroline Merner 
Policy Coordinators (2): Alice Guo & Veronika Bylicki 
CSO Engagement Coordinator: Maya Guttmann 
Youth Engagement Coordinator: Marina Melanidis 

Coordination within the delegation 

Coordination on strategy within the delegation 
began six months before COP 24, and was 
essential to building successful messaging and 
consultation strategies in advance. Bi-weekly 
strategy meetings helped provide an overview of 
what goals the delegation aimed for, an allowed for 
successful collaboration between delegates on a 
regular basis. With the key coordinators for 
different delegation deliverables, delegation 
members could focus on delivering preparation 
materials and fulfilling specific roles without the 
fear of overlap. 

Utilize skills and experiences of delegation 
members 

Each delegate brought a host of skills and 
experiences for which the delegation as a whole 
benefited. There is a great opportunity for the 
delegation to capitalize on each member’s 
strengths. Coordination is the key to addressing 
any potential overlap and consequently maximizing 
utilization of delegation expertise. By 
understanding each person’s responsibility in 
advance, delegation members can better connect 
with the right team member producing products. 

Our Suggestions for Future Youth Delegations 

1. Emphasize within the youth delegate 
application package to convey more clearly that 

delegates have the opportunity to pursue their 
own interests and develop delegation strategies 
themselves. Though delegates and the 
delegation must be consistent with BCCIC 
policies (such as non-partisanship), it is 
important to communicate that their primary 
responsibility is not to promote BCCIC. 

2. BCCIC can support the delegation’s 
coordination by starting the strategy 
conversation earlier. Since strategy demands 
articulation of delegate and delegation goals, it 
encourages the prioritization of goals and 
consequently focuses on delegation preparation 
efforts. 

3. Consider the following practices to improve 
delegation coordination and the utilization of 
members’ experiences. The efficacy of these 
suggestions certainly depends on how different 
teams work together, but the outcomes of 
these are aimed at enhancing coordination: 

a. Designating coordinators. Coordinators 
are essential to preventing overlaps in 
delegate responsibilities, linking people 
together, giving focus to delegates’ work 
through assigning tasks, and holding people 
accountable through follow-ups. 
Coordinators could be designated through 
one of the following methods: applicants 
indicate interest when applying and are 
selected during the application process, or 
are selected by popular vote after delegation 
members have met. 

b. Hosting regular meetings. Regular 
meetings where delegation members interact 
and update each other can: improve 
delegate understanding of overarching 
delegation goals, improve delegate 
understanding of the expertise other team 
members bring (in other words, the resources 
they can consult), and provides focus to 
delegate work as meetings can act like 
deadlines. 

c. Strengthening team spirit and working 
relationship. Formal actions like the two 
suggestions above can support this. Other 
ways to achieve this include organizing casual 
socials or co-working sessions.
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4. Convey a better sense of what delegates can 
work towards at COP by providing examples of 
various peoples’ experiences. For instance, 
informing the delegation of what a past 
delegate did to advance their goal of 
promoting CSO participation. This would 
include details on what preparations the 
delegate undertook, what meetings or events 
they attended, and what products they 
produced (such as blog posts and policy 
papers). This information may be conveyed 
through a more mentorship-like setting with 
past COP youth delegates or provided as the 
delegation develops their strategy. 

Effective Civil Society and Youth Engagement 

We have identified three major obstacles to youth 
inclusion in international climate negotiations - time 
and financial burden, capacity and network, and the 
inaccessibility of UNFCCC processes for observers. 

Firstly, one of the challenges youths face is the 
burden of time and money. All members of the 
BCCIC youth delegation took time off work and 
school to participate in COP 24. We also had to pay 
for our own food, accommodation, and flights to 
Poland. Some of us were able to secure external 
grants, but most paid out of our own savings. We 
recognize that we are extremely privileged to be in 
a position where we could pay our own way to the 
conference, but for many youths - especially those 
from marginalized backgrounds - this is unfeasible. 
The Canadian government sponsored a few youth 
to attend, but they were not chosen through an 
open selection process, and were not able to 
engage in a meaningful way with Canadian 
decision-makers. 

Secondly, it may be challenging for youth to have 
the opportunity to find relevant resources to better 
advance their goals. For young people who may 
not have extensive experience participating at COP, 
resources provide context and suggestions that 
help youth achieve their goals. Linking with relevant 
people is important for CSOs more generally in 
order to maximize any limited opportunity they 
have with decision-makers (e.g. in-country 
stakeholder briefings). 

An additional barrier to youth inclusion in climate 
change negotiations is the structure of the 
negotiations themselves. There are three tiers of 
badges that allow some people more access to 
different parts of the conference than others. We 
had ‘observer’ badges and thus were allowed in 
most events, but we did get turned away from 
some closed-door negotiations. More informally, 
the negotiations structure is very complex and 
deals with a lot of jargon. Some organizations (like 
Climate Tracker, Camp Climate, YOUNGO, and 
COY) offered training modules to help navigate the 
system, but overall there is still a learning curve. 

The accessibility issue for observers at COP hinders 
effective civil society engagement as well. By 
shutting the doors for civil society organizations 
(CSO) to be effectively engaged in the negotiation 
sessions, CSOs often feel that their input is not 
valued by decision-makers, and that their 
suggestions are not welcomed. Ensuring a just 
transition and effective climate action requires 
governments of all levels to collaborate with the 
civil society and to work together to make sure no 
one is left behind. 

Lastly, we also find areas of improvement for the 
government in regards to youth and Indigenous 
engagement in international processes. Greater 
inclusion of Indigenous people in a country 
delegation is crucial for reconciliation with Canada’s 
Indigenous population. While we recognize the 
commitments Canada has made on Indigenous 
reconciliation and the leadership it has 
demonstrated through the strong support towards 
the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples’ 
Platform (LCIPP), there remains the problem of 
lacking the adequate resources and tools for the 
Indigenous peoples to participate and be 
meaningfully engaged in climate negotiations 
abroad and climate actions at home. On a similar 
note, this generation of youths are going to be the 
ones who live through the adverse effects of 
climate change and the consequences of the 
decisions made today. Offering Party badges to 
youth allows for meaningful engagement with 
young people and offers them better access to 
negotiations and conference sessions, which in turn 
enhances their capacity and knowledge regarding 
climate action and climate empowerment.
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Our Recommendations for Youth Delegations and 
the Canadian Government on Youth and Civil 
Society Engagement 

We believe that decision-makers have to change 
their mindsets when it comes to youths and CSOs - 
viewing them as partners rather than adversaries. 
Only through cooperation can we achieve the goals 
set by the Paris Agreement - a world where global 
temperatures risen more than 1.5ºC, with no one 
left behind. Canada has been a relative leader in 
supporting the voices of CSOs and young people in 
the UNFCCC process, and must continue to 
vociferously vocalize their support in the face or 
nations who wish to silence non-party stakeholders. 

To begin with, we recommend youth environmental 
groups utilizing networks like YOUNGO, Climate 
Action Network (CAN) and its Canadian node 
(CAN-Rac), to identify others who are working 
towards similar goals. Youth should actively 
investigate and be aware of the useful information 
other organizations can offer. 

Subsequently, we recommend the Canadian 
government look into ways of acknowledging the 
financial burden placed on many youths who want 
to be involved in global climate action and 
negotiations. By providing support, both financial 
and institutional, to young Canadians and 
deserving global south youths, it will give them a 
chance to be able to meaningfully engage in 
international climate action and processes. 

In addition, governments should recognize that 
including civil society representatives like youth and 
Indigenous peoples in official delegations can serve 
to create an inclusive, participatory, and transparent 
dialogue around climate action. Through this 
process, both Parties and civil society can build 
trust and advance knowledge that will lead to 
outcomes for the collective good. 

At home, Canada’s work to renew its relationship 
with First Nations, Inuit, and Métis is part and 
parcel to Canada’s ability to advance the Local 
Communities and Indigenous Peoples’ Platform 
and subsequently contribute to climate action. 
Having relationships based on recognition of rights, 
respect, cooperation, and partnership with 
Indigenous Peoples at home supports Canada’s 
international efforts, as it will showcase that Canada 

is wholeheartedly committed to enhancing and 
supporting the full and effective participation of 
Indigenous Peoples in climate action both at home 
and internationally in the UNFCCC. However, 
honouring the rights and self-determination of 
Indigenous peoples requires that commensurate 
action is taken domestically as well - something that 
has yet to happen and must be followed through 
the principles of UNDRIP. 

Furthermore, Parties should take extra measures to 
ensure that civil society is engaged meaningfully 
throughout international processes, such as: 
allowing observers to sit in more informal 
consultation sessions and providing platforms for 
intervention and recommendations. Opening up 
meetings to CSO representatives increases 
transparency in international negotiations and 
allows for better input from observers tailored to 
the negotiation process. However, these 
submissions by civil society should not just fall on 
deaf ears - they are calls to action, calls for 
ambitious targets, and calls for a Just Transition. 

And lastly, we want to reiterate the need for a 
government-funded official Canadian youth 
delegation to international processes like COP. 
Such delegation should be reflective of the 
Canadian youth population and should be selected 
or democratically elected by young people of 
Canada. Countries like the Netherlands and 
Norway have been sending official youth 
delegations to COP for many years. The 
Netherlands has developed a detailed election 
guideline for selecting youth delegates and a 
national engagement program for the official youth 
delegates to engage with local Dutch communities 
and students. Drawing from the successful 
implementation of official youth delegation in 
Norway and the Netherlands, we believe it is time 
for the Canadian government to restore the 
government-funded youth delegation that was cut 
by the previous government. The Canadian 
government has an opportunity to show its 
commitment of youth and civil society engagement 
by developing a new fully funded, impartially 
selected official Canadian youth delegation to COP 
that is allowed to speak critically and hold the 
government accountable without repercussion.
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Thank You 

The British Columbia Council for International Cooperation Youth 
Delegation to COP 24 appreciates the support from the provincial 
Council in its effort to cultivate future leaders in sustainable development 
and climate action. We are always looking for innovative ways to increase 
the accessibility of climate action to young people across the globe. We 
would also like to thank all the staff, volunteers, and interns who have 
worked on this project. Without you, this project would not have been 
possible.  

The BCCIC youth delegation to COP 24 looks forward to furthering the 
conversation on how to mobilize and engage youth for climate action 
with the Council, its members, and the broader Canadian and BC 
community, in 2019.
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“We cannot solve a crisis without treating it as a 
crisis...if solutions within the system are so impossible to 
find, then... we should change the system itself.” 

Greta Thunberg, Swedish Youth Climate Activist

If you have any questions regarding this 
project or report, please contact: 

Colton Kasteel 
Project Coordinator 
BCCIC Youth Delegation to COP 24 
colton@bccic.ca

For all media inquiries, please contact: 

Diane Connors 
Communications Officer, BCCIC 
+1 604 899 4475 
diane@bccic.ca 

mailto:diane@bccic.ca
mailto:diane@bccic.ca
mailto:colton@bccic.ca
mailto:colton@bccic.ca
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