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Overview of 2018-2019 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
GECCO lost one steering committee member and additionally welcomed 
another. As well, a new Regional Coordinator was hired to replace the loss of 
the former. As of April 2019, GECCO has a total of five steering committee 
members. 
 

EVENTS 
GECCO was involved in a substantial 12 events this year, effectively boosting 
its profile in the community and fulfilling its objectives. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
GECCO made significant strides towards increased community membership 
and volunteerism with the creation of a contact list. 
 

MEDIA 
GECCO increased community awareness this year with the establishment of 
an additional social media account, regular BCCIC newsletter contributions, 
and several media mentions. 
 

PROJECTS 
GECCO maintained steady action over the year with the initiation of three 
projects. 
 
 

 

Keneisha Charles, Regional Coordinator 
Rosalind Warner, Chapter Chair 
May 31, 2019 
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Steering Committee 
GECCO gained one new member to the Steering Committee in the 2018-
2019 year. 

• Danielle Hofer joined August 2018 
o Danielle is currently the Client Service & NextGen Lead for the 

Women’s Enterprise Centre in Kelowna. As the Vice-President of 
JCI Kelowna, she led a partnership between JCI, Global Citizen 
Events, and GECCO to organize the Sustainable Development 
Challenge. 

 
GECCO unfortunately had to say goodbye to a Steering Committee member 
this year.  

• Harnoor Bhattal left August 2018 
o Harnoor left the Okanagan to move to Alberta, where she is 

studying at the University of Edmonton. As a founding member 
her presence is missed, but GECCO is excited to see her pursue 
her studies. 

 
GECCO also said goodbye to its Regional Coordinator. 

• Emma Logue left August 2018 
o Emma stepped down as Regional Coordinator in order to study 

abroad in Scotland for a semester. GECCO wishes her luck in this 
exciting endeavour and hopes to see her involvement again. 

 
GECCO hired a part-time regional coordinator August 2018. 

• Keneisha Charles was hired August 2018 
o Keneisha was hired to replace Emma in aiding GECCO with event 

and meeting organization, social media postings and strategies, 
as well as oversee steering committee membership and GECCO 
contracts.  

 
 
GECCO STEERING COMMITTEE AND ROLES AS OF APRIL 2019  
 

• Rosalind Warner, Chapter Chair 
• Joyce Brinkerhoff, Steering Committee Member 
• Gill Drakeford-Lewis, Steering Committee Member 
• Daria Zavarzina, Steering Committee Member 
• Danielle Hofer, Steering Committee Member 
• Keneisha Charles, Regional Coordinator 
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Events 
 
GECCO was part of 12 events in the 2018-2019 year. 
 
 

• April 2018: Human Flow Screening and Livestream Q&A 
o Human flow is a new film exploring the global issue of forced 

migration due to famine, climate change, and war. GECCO 
participated in a national simultaneous screening event of the 
film, as well as a livestream Q&A with Director Ai Weiwei. 

o Attendees: approximately 15 
 
 

• May 2018: Kelowna BC2030  
o BC 2030 is a BCCIC-led non-partisan political campaign that 

looks to the UN Sustainable Development Goals as an 
opportunity for British Columbia to demonstrate provincial 
leadership on global issues. GECCO co-hosted a meeting in 
Kelowna for members of the Okanagan’s sustainable 
development community to discuss how the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) link to the work going on in your 
community and the opportunities SDGs present for political 
engagement.  

 
  

BC2030 – May 2018 
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• June 2018: Finding the Good 
o This intensive two-day conference brought academics and 

practitioners together to share ethical international development 
ideas and practices. Organized by GECCO Chair Dr. Rosalind 
Warner, the conference allowed GECCO to increase its presence 
in the international development sphere. 

o Attendees: 50 
 

 
• September 2018: Global Climate Action Summit Affiliate Event—

Building on Progress: Climate Action across Local, Regional and 
Global Levels 

o This two-day conference showcased Okanagan projects with a 
focus on climate action, especially healthy energy systems and 
sustainable communities. This event helped to cultivate and 
build the strength of GECCO’s network within the Okanagan. 

o Attendees: 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• September 2018: Okanagan Volunteer Opportunities Fair 

o Organized by Kelowna Community Resources (KCR), this event 
showcases over 70 local non-profit organizations each year with 
the goal of connecting them to potential volunteers. GECCO’s 
booth allowed them to gain more visibility within the community 
and make valuable connections, including seven new mailing list 
contacts. 

o Attendees: 200+ 
 
 

Building on Progress – Sept 2018 Volunteer Fair – Sept 2018 



 7 

• October 2018: Okanagan College International Development Day 
o This event was hosted by the Okanagan College International 

Development program to connect those who are involved in 
international development on a local and global scale. GECCO 
had a booth at this event which allowed more visibility within the 
local public as well as local international development 
community.  

o Attendees: 200+ 
 

• February 2019: A Taste of Home 
o Taste of Home is a celebration of culture, people, and food from 

around the world. The event’s purpose is to foster cultural 
understanding and facilitate dialogue through the sharing of food 
and performance. In partnership with GECCO, Global Citizen 
Events, and Kelowna Community Resources, the annual event 
featured 16 ethnic food vendors and 15 performance groups this 
year.  

o Attendees: 1400 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• February 2019: Global Schoolhouse 

o Held in partnership with GECCO and Global Citizen Events, the 
Global Schoolhouse is an immersive educational experience for 
grade six students that explores international barriers to 
education with the goal of fostering global awareness and 
empathy. Volunteers lead small groups of students through 
detailed sets and simulated scenarios that illustrate the barriers 
of lack of healthcare, conflict, child labour, resource scarcity, and 
gender inequity. Sixteen sessions are held over the course of 
eight days, concluding with a group debrief and call to action 
after each session. 

o Attendees: 2000 

Taste of Home – Feb 2019 Global Schoolhouse – Feb 2019 
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• February 2019: Global Music Fest 
o The purpose of the Global Music Fest is to foster cultural 

understanding and appreciation through the medium of music. 
Hosted in partnership with GECCO, Global Citizen Events, and 
Creative Okanagan, this year’s headliner was Cristian De La 
Luna, a Colombian-Canadian singer-songwriter who performed 
Latin rhythms and shared his story of immigration to Canada. 
The event also featured Kelowna-based band Mountain Sound 
and a local Syrian-Canadian performer as opening acts. 
Complimenting the music was a Global Marketplace with booths 
displaying projects by student Sustainable Development 
Challenge participants, an SDG-themed discussion activity led by 
GECCO, and an excerpt of a SDG yoga session led by former 
GECCO steering committee member Tamara McClellan during 
intermission. 

o Attendees: 100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• March 2019: An Artists’ Eye on the World - Magical Night of 
Laughter 

o The Magical Night of Laughter is part of the Artist’s Eye on the 
World series hosted in partnership with GECCO, Global Citizen 
Events, and Hands In Service. The Magical Night of Laughter 
raises awareness about food security in Kelowna, as well as 
funds for Hands In Service’s Living Salads project, allowing more 
than 300 low-income, health and mobility challenged adults and 
children receive nutritional, fresh produce. This year’s event 
featured a comedian and a local magician, as well as a silent 
auction, cash bar, and appetizers.  

o Attendees: 117 

Global Music Fest – Feb 2019 
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• March 2019: World Community Film Fest 
o This annual event featured over 30 documentaries from all 

around the world with a focus on environmental, social justice, 
and human rights issues. GECCO hosted a booth in their 
supplementary “Activist Alley” and educated community 
members on the SDGs and GECCO’s work in the Okanagan. 

o Attendees: 100 
 
 

• March 2019: Project Management in International Development 
workshop 

o This event was a workshop centred around project management 
in international development. The purpose of the event was to 
provide those leading international projects with their 
organizations an opportunity to network with others, share 
successes and struggles, and learn best practices from 
experienced experts. Facilitated by Meg Barker and Anne Gillies 
of OLI-works, the workshop focused on the specific topics of 
Results-Based Management (RBM) and Monitoring and 
Evaluation (M&E). 

o Attendees: 9 
  

Workshop – Mar 2019 
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Membership and Volunteers 
A key focus for GECCO this year was to develop a formal local network. This 
was achieved through the creation of a contact list that currently includes 
514 organizations and individuals. This list was then used with Mailchimp to 
distribute information about upcoming events and projects. According to 
Mailchimp analytics, this newsletter has an average 51.2% rate of email 
opens. GECCO plans to continue to build this contact list within the 
Okanagan. 
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Projects 
 
Sustainable Development Challenge 

• In September 2018, all members of the GECCO steering committee 
joined the community committee to organize the Sustainable 
Development Challenge (SDC).  

• In this project, GECCO members collaborated with Global Citizen 
Events and JCI Kelowna to coordinate an approximately four-
month long program for middle and high school students to 
engage with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and develop skills by partnering with a local non-profit 
organization and designing a project to impact one or more of 
the SDGs. GECCO committee members assisted in recruiting 
community organizations, judging project submissions, and 
coordinating mentor events. 

 
 
Online Community Platform 

• In July 2018, Dr. Rosalind Warner created a prospectus for an online 
Okanagan community platform. 

• In this project prospectus, Dr. Warner outlines a website that 
would act as a tool to connect information, people, stories and 
actions to inspire engagement with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals in the Central Okanagan region. 
The document outlines target outcomes, structure, and 
resources required for such a platform. 

 
 
Contact List 

• In August 2018, Daria Zavarzina and Dr. Rosalind Warner began 
creating a contact list for GECCO. 

• In this project, Ms. Zavarzina compiled a list of local 
organizations working in sustainable development. Dr. Warner 
since added interested individuals and has established a 
MailChimp account that has been used to send news and 
updates to the GECCO network. 
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Media 
 
SOCIAL MEDIUMS 
This year, GECCO began an Instagram account in addition to its Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
FOLLOWERS 
 

Facebook: from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019, GECCO gained 46 followers 
• In this year, there were 44 new likes 
• April 1, 2018 was our most reached post in one day with 164 reaches 
• September, we received our most amount of page views which was 

190. 
 
GECCO steering committee members also assisted to manage the  
Global Citizen Events (GCE) Facebook page.  

• From January 1, 2019 to March 1, 2019, GCE had 981 “fans” 
(Facebook users that have liked and now receive updates from a 
page). 

 
 
Twitter: from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019, GECCO gained 19 followers 

• April 2018 had our highest count of Tweet impressions (reaches) at 
11,400. 

 
 
Instagram: from October 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019, GECCO gained 57 
followers 

• October 23, 2018 was our most engaged post with 19 likes and 42 
reaches. 

 
 
 

Facebook.com/GECCO.BC @GECCOBC @GECCO.BC 
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
GECCO put forth 6 newsletter submissions in July 2018, August 2018, 
September 2018, October 2018, November 2018, and February 2019 to the 
BCCIC monthly newsletter. 
 
MEDIA COVERAGE 
Following GECCO’s assistance with the Global Citizen Events series, GECCO 
was mentioned by several media outlets, including Kelowna Now. 
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Contact Information 
 

 
 
Global Empowerment Coalition of the Central 
Okanagan (GECCO) 
Website: www.bccic.ca/gecco 
Email: gecco@bccic.ca 
 
 


