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The British Columbia Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC) is a network of
civil society organizations and individuals moving toward a better world based in British
Columbia, Canada. Its Climate Initiative is a youth-led branch that focuses on providing
sound and evidence- based policy recommendations to all levels of governments while
representing the interests of Canadian youth at climate negotiations worldwide. Our
work includes public engagement, capacity building, networking, policy and
representation, research, and youth engagement.
For more information on BCCIC, please visit www.bccic.ca or contact us:
Unit 322 - 268 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC, V6A 1X5
Phone 604-899-4475
Thank you to RBC Future Launch for its visionary support towards the Youth Delegation program

We would like to acknowledge that our work takes place on
the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the
xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish),
sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) and sc̓əwaθən məsteyəxw
(Tsawwassen) nations.
We make this acknowledgement to pay our profound respect to the
hosts of this land, for their stewardship for time immemorial, and to
remind ourselves of the history and their present-day implications to
our society as a whole.
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Preamble

UNEP’s most recent Emissions Gap Report states that countries’ current Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the Paris Agreement are insufficient for reaching
the 1.5 degree target, and estimates that if countries implement their current NDCs as
is, average global temperatures will increase by 3.2 degrees by the end of the century.
The IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 degrees outlines risks associated
with not meeting the 1.5 degree target including higher precipitation and flood hazards,
increased frequency and duration of cyclones, coastal infrastructure damage and
saltwater intrusion, and extreme heat. Increased NDC ambition is absolutely critical for
bringing the transformative change to ensure that the IPCC recommendations are met.
Under the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capacities, developed countries have a moral obligation to reduce their emissions and
assist developing countries in doing so, all while protecting the rights of systemically
oppressed peoples (First Nations, Inuit, and Metis communities in Canada). The federal
government must commit to an explicit acknowledgement that current policies will not
reach its pledged emissions targets. Canada must demonstrate leadership by
introducing a revised NDC whose emissions targets abides by this obligation and aligns
with a 1.5 degree trajectory, while entrenching a firm commitment to Indigenous rights
and environmental integrity.
Young and future generations will experience the most severe consequences of today’s
climate policies, yet have relatively little input on the implementation of the Paris

Increased NDC ambition is absolutely
critical for bringing the transformative
change to ensure that the IPCC
recommendations are met.
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Agreement, nor the content of Parties’ NDCs. The importance of intergenerational
equity is stated in both the Paris Agreement and Article 6 of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), with both emphasizing the
rights of both present and future humankind. Current decision-makers hold our future
in their hands. They have the power for reducing greenhouse gas emissions during the
critical time-window of the next 10 years to levels that will ensure reaching the IPCC
recommendations, and we are counting on them to do so. Present and future
governments must implement ambitious measures to achieve the 1.5 C target, while
building a future that is co-designed with the generation that will live the outcomes.
This policy brief outlines the demands of youth from the British Columbia Council for
International Cooperation. The co-authors are aged 25 and under, and have diverse
backgrounds and life experiences. Our recommendations span major focus areas within
the Paris Agreement (mitigation, adaptation, finance, and important sub-topics
within), and draw from Indigenous knowledge, academic, governmental, and NGO
research. In presenting this policy brief, we hope to highlight the urgent need to
enhance ambitions with a revised NDC. Youth are not just a special interest group to be
consulted with, but an intelligent, dynamic, intersectional group of individuals who
deserve to shape their future and the future of generations following.
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Submit a revised emission target that will
get us on track to the 1.5° target
■

A 60% reduction below 2005 levels at home, while helping other countries reduce
their emissions through capacity-building, technology sharing, and climate
finance.

■

Complete the phase-out of fossil fuel subsidies by 2020 (as promised by the
Trudeau government in 2015).

■

Commit to stop further expansion of all fossil fuel projects in Canada, recognizing
the incompatibility of fossil fuel projects with Canada’s commitment to
Reconciliation, as well as the 1.5 degree goal.

Renewable Energy
■

A commitment to 100% renewable commitment by 2028.

■

Accelerate federal coal phase-out timeline to 2028.

■

Review the existing clean fuel standard in 2020 to increase targets to a minimum of
a 50% reduction in carbon intensity by 2030 from 2015 levels in the Transportation
sector.
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Carbon Pricing
■

Commit to an increase in the federal carbon price benchmark schedule, for prices to
reach US$150 / tonne of CO2e by 2030, with a contingency that best practice
research be re-consulted in 2025, and the timeline be increased if necessary
according to the findings of said research.

■

In the absence of a sufficiently high carbon price, minimizing economy-wide costs
should be a priority. Flexible-regulations like a ratcheted-up Clean Fuel Standard
are options that could be more politically palatable.

Just Transition and the Green New Deal
■

Create a Just Transition Act which mainstreams the concept of just transition
throughout all industries affected, creates jobs across sectors, and addresses
economic inequalities while phasing out fossil fuel production

■

Develop a Polluter Pays legislation

■

Implement a federal jobs guarantee for all workers interested in renewable energy
and retraining for all displaced workers

■

Ensure all new green jobs are unionized, public, or community-owned/cooperative

■

Implement skills-based training programs and grants that support the transfer of
workers from extractive industries to areas such as: oil well reclamation, renewable
energy, land stewardship, and/or monitoring and evaluation.

■

An income guarantee, matched with the cost of living specific to each municipality/
region, that supports any workers transitioning employment for a temporary
period.
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Health
Acknowledge that the climate crisis is a health crisis, and that ambitious climate action
is needed to avoid unjust suffering and additional burdens on our health care system.

Embrace biodiversity to mitigate climate
change

■

Look to Indigenous wisdom to protect the resilience of living systems, specifically
by allocating resources towards Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs)
as per the guidelines outlined by the Indigenous Circle of Experts (ICE) on the
Pathway to Aichi Target 1

■

Inclusion of ecosystem-based strategies in the updated Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) to be submitted in 2020, with 30% of mitigation solutions
coming from ecosystem-centric solutions that protect and enhance biodiversity

■

Develop a Canadian carbon sequestration valuation framework for coastal
ecosystems (forests, salt marshes, wetlands, grasslands, seagrasses, kelp forests),
and ensure that these critical ecosystems are fully protected in the government’s
recent commitment to 25% protected oceans by 2025
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Biodiversity and nature-based solutions (NbS)
are some of the most important mechanisms
to ensure sustainability and resilience in the
earth’s future ecosystems.
From solely a climate focus, biodiversity is essential for
temperature and precipitation regulation and reducing
impact from extreme weather events. It has the potential
for increasing ecosystems capacities for carbon capture
and storage, and contributing further to global climate
action.
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Acknowledge agriculture’s contribution to climate
change, and develop strategies to mitigate
emissions and foster sustainable agriculture in a
way that preserves farmers’ livelihoods

■

Enact mandatory adoption of an Environmental Farm Plan on all farms across all
provinces, and provide adequate support to farmers to do so

■

Incentivize environmentally sound farming practices (i.e. agroecology) with tax
cuts and subsidies- agricultural policy has focused largely on supporting producer
incomes without integrating environmental objectives

■

Develop, along with stakeholders, concrete and measurable food sustainability
objectives against which environmental performance can be objectively measured
and assessed

■

Develop a governance strategy that supports the evaluation of the potential for
carbon sequestration on farmland while stating the importance of healthy
terrestrial ecosystems and soil carbon enhancement in emissions absorption.
Support this policy planning through funding accessible data inventories at all
levels of management.
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Be a leader on protecting vulnerable communities
against loss and damage due to climate impacts
■

Take leadership in setting up a finance arm under the Warsaw International
Mechanism (WIM) on Loss and Damage, which draws upon new and additional
sources of finance, includes debt relief for affected countries, and allows for
equitable access to finance by vulnerable groups.

■

Establish a WIM ExCom Expert Group on Action and Support which can further
explore routes to provide new sources of finance for loss and damage.

■

Include Loss and Damage as a permanent agenda item in the UNFCCC negotiations,
such that it does not lose political importance.

■

Conduct a Loss and Damage Gap Report, similar to the Adaptation Gap Report and
the Emissions Gap Report, which takes stock of developing country needs on Loss
and Damage

■

Connect the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus to the WIM workstreams and include
Indigenous representation on sub-committees such as the Task Force for
Displacement.

■

Investigate how loss and damage is impacting Indigenous communities in Canada
and provide direct support (financial and otherwise) in addressing its impacts.
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Youth play an integral role in the international
community’s effort to achieving a sustainable world
Strengthening intergenerational collaboration entails providing
mentorship and education to youth, as well as valuing young
people’s opinions and creative solutions. More importantly, by
further promoting youth participation and engagement, we are
creating a momentum of fostering stewardship and sustainable
development values among future designers, politicians,
engineers, and architects of the world.
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Recognize youth and future generations as
distinct rights-holders with respect to the
climate crisis
■

Establish a permanent, ongoing youth advisory committee for Environment and
Climate Change Canada comprised of young climate leaders with representation
from communities most impacted by environmental destruction and climate
change (First Nations, Inuit, and Metis; coastal; rural; currently fossil fueldependent communities). This committee can contribute to the formulation of
Canada’s next NDC.

■

Increase capacity-building and financial support for youth attendance at climate
conferences as members of the official negotiation team.

■

Offer institutional and financial support for youth-led community projects on
climate, biodiversity, justice, and innovation.

■

Recognize the technical, academic, and experiential expertise of young
professionals within decision-making, and promote their involvement through the
creation and funding of positions within local, provincial, and federal governments.

■

Create meaningful green employment for youth across sectors in policymaking,
programme delivery and implementation.
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Step up as a global leader on Adaptation and put
a further focus on national adaptation planning
and adaptation finance while assisting others with
their transitions
■

Increase federal financial contribution to Adaptation Funds such as the NAP Global
Network and the Adaptation Fund while consulting the needs of developing
countries, ensuring that any bilateral funding programs are in line with their
priorities

■

Federal transparency on the urgency of Adaptation measures specifically, such as
an official statement.

■

Federal government should push for greater education on Climate and Adaptation
to provincial education boards

■

Modification of the language in the Adaptation Policy Framework to recognize the
need for systemic change as a part of raised ambitions; while avoiding naming any
financial incentives such as tourism or shipping seasons as ‘benefits to climate
change’ that can be utilized

■

Full scope impact assessments on the surrounding environment when it comes to
new infrastructure and development projects

■

Release a revised Adaptation framework which delves into specific, concrete
measures that will be taken

■

Incorporate the newest scientific information into federal policy as stated necessary
by the Adaptation Policy Framework, to reach emission reduction targets
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Uphold Canada’s commitment to Reconciliation
as a necessary requirement for tackling the
climate crisis
Protecting Indigenous rights and sovereignty and empowering Indigenous leadership
are

non-negotiable

requirements

for

upholding

Canada’s

commitment

to

Reconciliation and to be a climate leader. Together, we must find ways to advance
beyond the colonial, resource extraction-based economy that caused the climate crisis.
A revised NDC should:
■

Acknowledge that the traditional knowledge and ways of being used by First
Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples for millennia offers value in today’s society, and
that sustainable climate solutions should include the practice of this knowledge

■

Explicitly recognize Indigenous rights and sovereignty as part of a socially equitable
climate strategy, drawing from the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples as a guiding framework for all development
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British Columbia Council for
International Cooperation
The British Columbia Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC) is a
network that engages in sustainable development and social justice issues.
We are a membership-based organization made up of interested individuals,
international development organizations and practitioners, and civil society
organizations in British Columbia, Canada.
We are focused on promoting and supporting the implementation of the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, both locally and globally. Our
work includes public engagement, capacity building, networking, policy and
representation, research, and youth engagement.
BCCIC is one of the leading voices for civil society organizations in the
province, and acts as liaison among different provincial and national
governments on matters related to Canada's sustainable development
policies.

BCCIC Climate Change
We are a youth-led team that focuses on providing sound and evidencebased policy recommendations to all levels of governments while
representing the interests of Canadian youth at climate negotiations
worldwide. Our work includes public engagement, capacity building,
networking, policy and representation, research, and youth engagement.
We are committed to achieving the Global Goals. And with the 2030 Agenda,
the world demands a new approach to climate action: we are determined to
offer transformative solutions that enable institutional change and address
the inequality of climate impacts.

BCCIC
Unit 322 - 268 Keefer St
Vancouver, BC, Canada V6A 1X5
Telephone: 1 (604) 899-4475
www.bccic.ca
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STAY IN TOUCH
Follow us on Twitter: @BCCIC
You can also follow our climate change team: @BCCICclimate
Join us on Facebook: facebook.com/BCCIC/
Follow us on Instagram: BCCIC
Subscribe to our newsletter: bccic.ca/newsletter/
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Questions?
Please direct your questions or inquiries to
BCCIC Climate Initiative Public Affairs and
Communications Division via email at
climate@bccic.ca.

BCCIC Climate Change | Strong institutions. Ambitious action.
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