2019-20 Report
FROM THE OKANAGAN
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WHAT IS GECCO?
The Global Empowerment Coalition of the Central Okanagan (known as GECCO)
connects, educates, and motivates transformative change in the Okanagan
community to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. GECCO is a Chapter
of the BC Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC) and we work together on
a regular basis to participate in BCCIC initiatives, programming and services.
GECCO works closely with counterpart Global Citizen Events on annual events
to entertain, educate and inspire Okanagan residents to action on
the Sustainable Development Goals.

bccic.ca/gecco |    | gecco@bccic.ca

bccic.ca |    

globalcitizenevents.com |   
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STEERING COMMITTEE

GECCO has a total of six steering committee members.
The role of Regional Coordinator was held by three people.
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EVENTS

GECCO was involved in twelve events this year, effectively
boosting its profile in the community and fulfilling its objectives.
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MEDIA

GECCO increased community awareness this year with the
establishment of an additional social media account, regular
BCCIC newsletter contributions, and several media mentions
and broadcasts.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GECCO and Global Citizen events are volunteer-driven and
gratefully acknowledge the support of community sponsors
with special thanks to government community-building grants.
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STEERING COMMITTEE

GECCO STEERING COMMITTEE AND ROLES
as of April 2020
Rosalind Warner, Chapter Chair
Joyce Brinkerhoff, Steering Committee Member
Gill Drakeford-Lewis, Steering Committee Member
Daria Zavarzina, Steering Committee Member
Latif Kacuri, Steering Committee Member
Danielle Hofer, Steering Committee Member
Caroline Halili, Regional Coordinator
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In 2019-20, GECCO welcomed 2 new Steering
Committee members and saw a transition in
the Regional Coordinator role. Latif Kacuri and
Paula Verholen joined the SC, while Danielle
Hofer retired from the SC after 2 successful years
as an active member to pursue her new role as
President of the local Chapter of JCI (Junior
Chamber International). New SC members Latif
and Paula join the Committee with extensive
international experience. Latif works as a refugee
settlement coordinator for Kelowna Community
Resources while Paula brings experience with
the World Economic Forum in event planning.
Caroline Halili joined as a steady hand in the RC
position, and will continue in that role into 2021,
where her experience in marketing and graphic
design continue to be invaluable.

2019-2020 AT-A-GLANCE
By the Numbers
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12

STEERING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

EVENTS

4,525

103

ATTENDEES AT EVENTS

LOCAL PARTNERS

601

5,065

VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER HOURS
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EVENTS

Volunteer Fair
SEP 21 2019 | Along with over 70 other local
non-profit organizations GECCO participated with
a table to share our impact with the community.
In partnership with Global Citizen Events, GECCO
also helped to organize and host the pre-event
Workshop, and wrote an article for the Magazine
which focused the Fair’s theme on the Goals.
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All-Candidates’
Debate

OCT 15 2019 | A representative from GECCO introduced
the debate with an overview of the Sustainable Development
Goals and their importance to the election issues.

International Development Day
OCT 25 2019 | GECCO participated as an exhibitor at
Okanagan College’s International Development Day, an event
designed to “celebrate the role of Okanagan individuals
and organizations in creating a better world, one step at a
time, through international humanitarian actions, aid and
development efforts worldwide”.

Demystifying Partnerships
with Global Affairs
JAN 24 2020 | 13 attendees from local groups
enjoyed a 3-hour informational session on grant
criteria, the role of GAC, and ways to improve
reporting and development planning.
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Globalcitizenevents.com   

PRESENTS

Saturday February 1
5:30 ~ 8:30 pm

“Global Voices” @ 5 pm
New Life Centre | 2041 Harvey Ave | Kelowna
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entry By Donation | Tasting tickets $ each

Savour

FEB 1 2020 | Taste of Home
is a food and cultural celebration
extravaganza which features ethnic
food vendors serving tastings in
a marketplace style, as well as a
lineup of cultural performers on
stage to entertain the crowd.

Global Citizen Events is an annual initiative that promotes the UN Sustainable Development
Goals and celebrates the impact Okanagan citizens have in global and local humanitarian
efforts. Our mission is to: Entertain, Educate and Inspire to Action

Global Citizen Events is volunteerdriven and gratefully acknowledge
the support of community sponsors
- with special thanks to government
community-building grants.

the Flavours
& sounds of
the World!
Come early, win tickets!

New this year, “Global Voices”
included games and activities
like find your flag, a conversation
corner, and a world map
pinboard. GECCO partnered in
support of Global Citizen Events.
Approximately 875 attendees,
167 performers and 16 food booths.
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60

18

ETHNIC HERITAGES
AMONG ATTENDEES

ETHNIC FOOD
VENDORS

33
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COUNTRIES OF FIRST
GENERATION MIGRATION

CULTURAL
DANCE GROUPS

FEB 2-13 2020 | An interactive drama
production for approx 2000 grade 6 students
and teachers. Kids discover why kids can’t go
to school in many areas of the world, focused
on good health, war and conflict, work and
employment. The largest of the events—most
time-consuming and largest number of volunteers
needed. In support of Global Citizen Events.

FEB 19-29 2020 | THE WALK
A Global Citizen Events production, co-organized with three local theatre companies, The Walk dramatizes
experiences of trafficked women and girls on stage as three wildly incompatible individuals—a social activist
nun, a neurotic writer, and an out-of-work film director—grapple with how to stage a production about the
haunting, sometimes agonizing, stories of global sex-trafficking. 320 attendees.
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2020 CHALLENGE WINNERS

Entertain, Educate and
Inspire to Action

SEMI-FINAL
AND

GRAND FINALE

This live competition event is sure to inspire as
student-team finalists present their impactful
projects competing for $7500 in prizes to make
their projects a reality!
Rotary Centre for the Arts Mary Irwin Theatre

sustainabledevelopmentchallenge.com
presented with

February 25 • 11 am-1 pm (Semi-final)
The Semi-final event is free. Reserve your seat at
whatsyournumber2019@gmail.com.

February 26 • 7-8:30 pm (Grand Finale)
Live music performances and guest speaker Westbank First
Nations Chief Christopher Derickson round out the evening.
Tickets $10 available through the Rotary Centre
box office. rotarycentreforthearts.com

February 26 • 5-7 pm

Global

Citizen

Events

is volunt

Rotary Centre for the Arts Atrium
NOW is the Time. Connect. Discover. Engage.
Meet local charities, businesses and civic groups
sharing solutions addressing the U.N. Sustainable
Development Goals and resources to sustainable
living in the Okanagan. Free and open to the public.
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HONEY FARM

SHAUNA & SHELDON GARDINER


Globalcitizenevents.com

FEB 25-26 2020 | Multifaceted project that encourages
local middle and secondary school students to engage with
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Students partner with a registered Canadian non-government
organization (NGO) to design a practical solution to a realworld local or global problem. Along the way, community
leaders mentor students, and in their teams students produce
a workable project that is ready for deployment in a local or
global setting. 300 attendees at the semi-final (mostly youth)
and 230 at the ticketed Finale.
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1st Place ($5000): Education4Her
in partnership with ISEE Solutions
Students from Dr. Knox Middle School will help
provide hygiene kits to girls in need in Uganda
so they don’t have to miss school during their
period. A component of their project includes
a workspace and training for local Ugandan
women to make the kits themseleves.
2nd Place ($1500): Garden of Knowledge
in partnership with Provision of Hope
The project from Immaculata Regional High
School includes planning and supporting a
2-acre vegetable garden in Monrovia, Liberia
that would provide nutritional food for the
community, educate locals on which foods to
grow for maximum nutrition, provide extra
income for locals with surplus food and teach
better farming practises.
3rd Place ($1000): Hands 4 Homeless
in partnership with Metro Community
The team from Dr. Knox Middle School devised
a plan to create a sponsorship program similar
to World Vision whereby one community
member would ‘sponsor’ one person
experiencing homelessness.

FEB 20 2020 | A co-hosted
concert with Rotary Centre for
the Arts featuring headliner Dany
Michel, an award-winning singer
with a social conscience. 250+
tickets sold. GECCO partnered
with Global Citizen Events.

FEB 26 2020 | Accompanying the Finale
was the #NowistheTime Sustainability Fair, the
first time Kelowna has seen an event focused
on the Goals, and integrating business, social
enterprise, nonprofits, and government and
academic organizations. App. 300 attendees
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World Community
Film Festival
FEB 27-MAR 1 2020 | GECCO
participated in the World Community Film
Festival with a table and introduced the
film 2040, a film by Award-winning director
Damon Gameau exploring what the future
would look like by the year 2040 if we
embraced the solutions to the climate crisis
already available to us and shifted them
into the mainstream.

Women Helping Women
MAR 7-8 2020 | GECCO partnered with World
Neighbours Canada and the Okanagan Regional
Library to host Women Helping Women meet and
greet with NGO reps working in Honduras.
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MEDIA
GCE/GECCO AUDIENCE SNAPSHOT 				
January 1st 2019 to March 21, 2020

Fun Fact: Castanet accounted for
10% of GCE page visits this last year.

Global Citizen Events							
globalcitizenevents.com  @GlobalCitizenKelowna
1040 Likes (up 60)
3,593 unique visitors
1185 Follows (up from 113)
(from Jan 1 2019)

 @GlobalCitizenK  global_
533 Followers
(up from 522)

citizen_events
74 Followers

 @geccobc

 @geccobc

 Gecco.bc

222 Likes (up from 182)
247 Follows (up from 194)

69 Followers
(up from 60)

143 Followers
(up from 57)

 @534
(up by 109)
27.3% avg
open rate

GECCO
bccic.ca/gecco

 @534

Sustainable Development Challenge							
sustainabledevelopment  @SDCkelowna
challenge.com
103 Likes / 113 Follows

 sdckelowna
163 Followers

Audience: Central Okanagan region: 250,000 / Average posts: 2-3 per week / Newsletter mailouts: 10

MEDIA COVERAGE OF GLOBAL CITIZEN EVENTS 2020:
Taste of Home
Kelowna Capital News: “Taste of Home” brings
international flavours to Kelowna
Global News: Kelowna event serves up a taste
of diversity to hundreds
NOW is the Time Sustainability Fair
Castanet: ‘Let’s Talk Sustainability Goals’
Global Schoolhouse
Kelowna Capital News: Kelowna students explore
global education barriers

Sustainable Development Challenge
Global news.ca: Okanagan students fundraising
for impoverished Guatemalan families
Castanet: Local Students aid Liberia
Kelowna Now!: “How Local Gen Z Students are
Solving Real-World Problems”
iHeartRadio” “Local Students Step up to Help
Ugandan Women”
The Walk: A Play About Sex Trafficking
Kelowna Capital News: “Kelowna production takes
‘The Walk’ to explore sex trafficking”
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THANK YOU
GECCO is grateful to the many individuals, foundations, non-profit groups, cultural societies, civic groups
and commercial enterprises for their contributions during the April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020 fiscal year.
We extend our gratitude to the generous individuals who contributed their time and talents as well as
the community sponsors and government community-building grants listed here. All events are intended
to be accessible to everyone so financial sponsorship is so appreciated to offset some of the costs of
creating the various events.

Rotary Club
of Kelowna

HONEY FARM
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SHAUNA & SHELDON
GARDINER

SPECIAL THANKS!
We would be remiss to not make special mention of some of the key
volunteers who worked with such enthusiasm to facilitate our goal of
Entertaining, Educating and Inspiring others to action!
Hans and Sandy Metzler and Linda Kovach coordinators of the Taste
of Home; Freedoms Door guys for setup/tear-down;
Kelowna Hostesses for serving in so many ways!
Jadine Leclaire coordinator of the Global Schoolhouse; Okanagan
Mission High School and Willowstone Academy drama students who
acted in the Global Schoolhouse simulations. The Lions/Lionesses
and friends who served as ‘tour guides’
Carmen Denby for inspiring youth participants in the Sustainable
Development Challenge and the teachers who supported them.
Danielle Hofer and JCI for helping recruit mentors and for leadership
in the Finale event. Thanks to the pre-screening judges, the What’s
Your #? judges and Finale judges and platform guests.
Thanks to MoonDog, Theatre Kelowna, and Fred Skeleton for
bringing professional theatre to the Artists Eye through The Walk
and thanks to the actors portraying the horror of human trafficking.
Karma Lacoff coordinator of Global Music Fest was also a great rep
for bringing SDG awareness within the Rotary Centre for the Arts.
The ‘behind the scenes’ heroes like Wes for hanging up flyers and
Dennis Silvestone and various Okanagan College departments for
their promotion and encouragement. New Life Centre for providing
an amazing event facility. Stephanie Moore and KCR for catching the
vision of the SDGs as part of everyone’s responsibility.
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CONTACT
bccic.ca/gecco
gecco@bccic.ca
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