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Executive Summary

As society encounters a period of transformational
change, the policy response to the cumulation of
crises holds significant implications for the
prosperity of communities across the globe in the
coming years. At this time, the British Columbia
Council for International Cooperation (BCCIC)
reaffirms its commitment to addressing the climate
crisis, in addition to taking the necessary measures
to ensure a safe and healthy future for British
Columbia in light of the current pandemic of
COVID-19. Although the public health emergency
carries with it pressing concerns for BC’s economy
and the health of its residents, it also exacerbates
other systemic problems that receive insufficient
policy attention.

As part of the BCCIC, the Climate Change Branch is
a youth-led initiative dedicated to advancing SDG
13 (Climate Action) through youth engagement,
policy advancement, and delegation
representation at international climate
conferences. We believe that it is within our
mandate to recommend and stress the necessity
for incorporating climate action within the policy
planning for economic revitalization moving
forward. As the COVID-19 pandemic has marked a
transformational period across the globe, we
believe that this moment of rebuilding offers an
imperative opportunity to do so in a just and
sustainable manner.

Therefore, the intention behind this report is to
bring essential climate-related considerations to
the BC Provincial Government’s attention that are
crucial to any strategies outlining the response to
the pandemic. In doing so, BCCIC will put forth a
series of recommendations to ensure an equitable
and just recovery for both BC’s residents and the
planet. By implementing these recommendations,
the government of BC can better address both
climate change and COVID-19 in a transformational
manner that will support long-term prosperity.

This report looks to shed light on specific
considerations centred around the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) that are crucial to BC’s
economic recovery strategy from COVID-19. By
outlining the current response to the crisis and
potential areas relating to climate change that can
be elevated within the recovery planning, this
report hopes to communicate essential
considerations in need of adoption within BC’s
policy strategies. The recommendations made
within this report, we believe, would set a high
standard for the rest of Canada to follow suit in
regards to policy planning for both COVID-19 and
climate change. This report does so by examining
reports published by various NGOs, international
organizations, articles in the media and peer-
reviewed literature surrounding the topic of
resilient recovery in both BC and international
contexts. The findings of this research are then
supplemented by consultations with various BC-
based youth organizations, in which they outlined
their best recommendations for the recovery
strategy moving forward.

Finally, the report provides a set of
recommendations to improve the provincial
government’s efforts for a sustainable recovery in
an intergenerational lens. With their
implementation, recovery efforts will better reflect
climate needs in conjunction with the well-being of
BC’s residents far into the future. By reorienting the
focus of recovery strategies from short term
stimulus to the long term amelioration of
institutional structures, climate goals will operate
in a sustainable, just and equitable manner.
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Introduction
COVID-19’s relationship with climate change has
received significant attention from different NGOs,
international organizations, government bodies,
and media outlets across the globe. Much of the
literature attempts to bring attention to the fact
that recovery strategies for the pandemic need to
“build back better” in a climate-conscious way in
order to properly address the climate crisis before
it is too late.¹ The pivotal nature of policy responses
to COVID-19 and their monumental impact on
climate change moving forward is an opportunity
to craft long-term policy solutions to both of these
pressing issues.² There is a crucial need to remind
legislators and policy-makers that these two
phenomena should be addressed in conjunction –
seeing as how the implications of COVID-19 are
very immediate, whereas the dangerous effects of
climate change are less immediately evident to
many.³

Therefore, many recommendations have been
made to ensure the recovery planning sufficiently
incorporates a climate lens. Rather than purporting
an antagonistic relationship between the necessity
of climate action and the economy, governments
should seek to establish a symbiotic relationship
between the two priorities. A variety of actions
have been suggested to achieve this, ranging from
an aggregate level of analysis that focused on
government investment and global collaboration,
to the individual level analysis that emphasizes

attitude and norm shifts and the need for
sustained teleworking. Investment in clean
infrastructure, education and training,
commitment to decarbonization, and larger
institutional shifts are often advocated for as
solutions, among others. Although differing in the
range of solutions offered, the thematic call for
transformative policies resonates throughout the
literature. This report hopes to incorporate and
develop on the surrounding literature to adapt to a
British Columbian context to answer the question
of how the province can best accomplish a green
recovery by identifying which specific
recommendations will accelerate the transition to
a low-carbon economy, and to prepare the
province for the impacts of climate change.

By implementing this report’s recommendations,
the province can better account for voices that are
often ignored or overlooked within the
government consultation processes, namely youth.
By consulting various youth-based organizations,
this report hopes to give a voice to those with a
significant stake in the ramifications of the policy
response. As youth will be exposed to the adverse
effects of climate change for the most prolonged
period, their concerns should be taken seriously.
This report will outline current COVID recovery
planning efforts to better understand where its
strengths and weaknesses lie from this
intergenerational lens.

¹ Jennifer Allen, “Announcements Are Not Enough: Concrete Steps for Post-Pandemic Green Future,” May 12, 2020, IISD, accessed May 19, 2020, http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/
guest-articles/announcements-are-not-enough-concrete-steps-for-post-pandemic-green-future/. Victoria Crawford, “How COVID-19 Might Help Us Win the Fight against Climate
Change,” World Economic Forum, March 31, 2020, https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/covid-19-climate-change/.

² Crawford, “How COVID-19 Might Help Us Win the Fight against Climate Change.”

³ Dickon Pinner, Matt Rogers, and Hamid Samandari, “Addressing Climate Change Post-Coronavirus,” McKinsey Quarterly, April 7, 2020, https://www.mckinsey.com/business-
functions/sustainability/our-insights/addressing-climate-change-in-a-post-pandemic-world.
4 Ibid.
5 Allen, “Announcements Are Not Enough: Concrete Steps for Post-Pandemic Green Future.”
6 Cameron Hepburn et al., “Will COVID-19 Fiscal Recovery Packages Accelerate or Retard Progress on Climate Change?,” Oxford Review of Economic Policy, May 8, 2020, graa015,
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxrep/graa015.
7 “2020 - Our Year of Ambition” (The Alliance of Small Island States, April 20, 2020), https://www.aosis.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Declaration-of-the-AOSIS-
Chair_Placencia_Ambition_Forum.pdf.
8 Future of Life Institute, “Climate Change,” accessed February 21, 2020, https://futureoflife.org/background/climate-change/?cn-reloaded=1.
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Current Principles and Directions of Climate
Action and COVID-19 Recovery in BC

A Holistic Alignment with Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

The CleanBC Act underpins the BC’s climate action
strategy.9 CleanBC emphasizes cutting emissions
in the transportation, building and industry sectors
as a means of moving towards a low carbon
economy.10 Any targets outlined within the policy
are centred around a timeframe reaching 2030, but
not beyond that point.11 Yet, the recovery process
from COVID-19 offers an opportunity to
incorporate climate considerations well beyond
that timeframe, and can build off of work published
in the Emerging Economy Task Force Report
(EETFR)12 and the recommendations published by
various other organizations to better reflect the
urgency of the climate emergency.

The EETFR offers certain useful recommendations
for building back in a sustainable manner.
Actionable items include extracting resources with
minimal environmental disruption, adopting a

circular and localized approach to the economy,
increasing opportunities for reconciliation,
economic development, and the promotion of fair
wages, educating industry on necessary
interventions to address climate change, and
shifting to a low-carbon economy through means
such as the carbon pricing and the CleanBC
strategy.13 There is also an emphasis on
electrification as a means of reducing carbon
output, and engaging in development research and
education in this field.14 The report possesses some
positive strategic trajectories, to which this report
will provide specific actions to implement and
augment these larger goals. We believe that by
building off of and augmenting the EETFR’s
recommendations through the incorporation of
the considerations in this report, BC can build back
better in a sustainable way.

The best way to integrate climate considerations
into recovery planning from COVID-19 in BC would
be to use the SDGs as an organizational framework
to do so. SDG-guided recommendations would
help to achieve the “just, equitable, and
sustainable” recovery that is being advocated for
by so many.15 By implementing international
sustainable development standards at the

provincial level, in parallel with federal SDG efforts,
BC can highlight and exemplify how SDGs operate
at the local level to ensure a green recovery.16
BCCIC encourages a holistic incorporation of the
SDG framework into recovery planning, so that BC’s
climate action targets align with a 1.5 degrees
Celsius pathway, and equally guarantee an
intersectional approach.

9 Province of British Columbia, “Emerging Economy Task Force Final Report March 2020,” March 2020, https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-
development/economic-development/emerging-economy-task-force/eetf-final_report-20200511-final.pdf. 15
10 “BC’s Shiny New Climate Plan: A Look under the Hood,” Policy Note, December 17, 2018, https://www.policynote.ca/clean-bc/.
11 Ibid.
12 Province of British Columbia, “Emerging Economy Task Force Final Report March 2020,” 15.
13 Ibid, 22.
14 Ibid.
15 Adaptation to Climate Change, SFU, “Building Community Resilience: Climate Action and Equity” (Online Event, June 10, 2020), https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/building-community-
resilience-climate-action-and-equity-tickets-106151407718#.
16 UN SDG, “Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity: Responding to the Socio-Economic Impacts of COVID-19” (United Nations, March 2020), https://unsdg.un.org/resources/
shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19.https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-
economic-impacts-covid-19. 12
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A holistic approach has been deemed critical for
sustainable development according to the OECD,17
which requires climate strategies to incorporate
other relevant SDGs centred around social
inclusion. By taking this approach, BC can ensure
that its recovery plans are as just and equitable as
they are climate-driven. The importance of not
operating in silos and encouraging cross-sectoral
collaboration in creating structural change is
crucial and requires the redefinition of
development. Proposals such as that created by
the GTEC, an organization that looks to further
green urban development, include this holistic
approach for BC. The GTEC incorporates strategies
to reduce poverty, promote social development,
address the housing crisis, and increase food
security within the policy response to COVID-19.18
This cross-sectoral approach is able to include
essential considerations to public health that go
beyond clean technology and job creation, and
include other crucial considerations such as food
security. Indeed, food security is key to public
health and gender empowerment, as succinctly
encapsulated by the Chair of CARE Canada through
their emphasis that “there is no health without
food, and there is no food without women.”19 Such
statements showcase how health is a cumulation
of a great multitude of interdependent factors.
Only the most comprehensive strategies that
incorporate and account for such
interdependencies between all elements of
sustainable development will be successful.

Given that COVID-19 affects all SDGs,20 recovery
planning must take measures to address as many
of these affected areas as possible. Though
advancing ambitious climate action is the main
focus of BCCIC’s Climate Change, we want to
reiterate the profound importance of addressing
all SDGs in conjunction with equitable climate
action to ensure a truly sustainable future. Poverty,
inequality, inadequate access to clean drinking
water and healthcare for remote areas are some of
many other vital issues that are relevant to BC and
need to be addressed urgently. Therefore, the
response and economic revitalization measures
must be comprehensive, collaborative and far-
reaching to accomplish significant structural
change. The international community emphasizes
the necessity of a cross-sectoral, long-term view in
recovery planning, far beyond 2030.21 Indeed, it has
been communicated by the IPCC that policies need
to aim to achieve net zero carbon emissions by
2050,22 and Canada must affirm its commitment to
do so, the same goes for sub-national actors like
BC. Policy must also account for years past 2050 to
ensure the effectiveness of climate programs far
after the recovery from COVID-19 is over,23 which
will allow for the necessary long-term changes to
be implemented rather than act as short term
policy solutions to this crisis.

17 United Nations, “Measuring Sustainable Development: Report of the Joint UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Working Group on Statistics for Sustainable Development” (New York and
Geneva, 2008), https://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/41414440.pdf.https://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/41414440.pdfUnited Nations. 33
18 GTEC Council for a Green New Economy, “Rebuilding BC: A Portfolio of Possibilities,” May 27, 2020, https://www.gteccanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Rebuilding-BC-A-
Portfolio-of-Possibilities.pdf.
19 CARE Canada and FAO America, “Preparing for the Food and Nutrition Security Impacts of COVID-19 - Chair’s Summary,” May 26, 2020, https://docs.google.com/document/d/
1oTWQ_9Djvjj40SiEX9pd2k4464f6XERALChA2GjTU5Y/edit.
20 UN SDG, “Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity: Responding to the Socio-Economic Impacts of COVID-19.” 13.
21 Kono Masamichi et al., “Aligning NDCs with a Post-COVID-19 World,” https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/climate_and_energy/green_recovery_dialogues/.
22 “Summary for Policymakers of IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C Approved by Governments — IPCC,” accessed July 12, 2020, https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/
summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/.
23 Masamichi et al.
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An Equitable and Just Recovery
To ensure the SDGs are implemented properly
within the BC context, issues of equity and justice
must be centered within policy responses. Indeed,
conditions exist in BC that significantly affect the
health of marginalized populations, and
exacerbate the devastating and disproportionate
effects of both COVID-19 and climate change. Such
challenges are encapsulated within systemic
racism that Indigenous communities have faced
historically and continue to face, especially within
the health-care system.24 In addition, the
disproportionate effect of the opioid crisis on
Indigenous communities (which has been
significantly exacerbated by COVID-19), the lack of
safe drinking water (with as many as 11 currently
issued advisories over the safety of drinking water
in BC alone), and the lack of access to clean energy
(as many are still reliant on diesel for electricity),
are significant barriers to health. Such issues are
only intensified by climate change’s impact on their
communities by increasing their susceptibility to
disease and natural disasters, as well as
threatening their security, decreasing food
accessibility, and displacing populations. All of
these factors make it clear that recovery response
needs to go beyond general reconciliation efforts,
with the urgent need to make structural changes to
enable the health and prosperity of these
communities moving forward.

A survey of the BCCIC’s member organizations and
individuals showed that although most members
believe that the guiding principles of the EETFR are
sufficient in the recovery from COVID-19, some
believe additional equitable considerations are
needed. From this survey, the following
supplementary measures were communicated as
necessary for recovery planning by some
members:

• Improvements to health care systems and
additional supports for seniors, specifically
focusing on marginalized groups.

• Implementation of UBI (Universal Basic
Income).

• Increase the support available to Indigenous
communities for individuals to lead capacity
building initiatives for environmental
monitoring, implementation of traditional
knowledge in conservation, and support them
as environmental stewards of their territories.

• Creating a more resilient ecosystem in terms of
health, housing and community self-reliance.

Generally, the survey results revealed support for
the types of recommendations suggested by
EETFR. However, members also noted suggestions
for the improvement of policy initiatives or areas
that were in need of attention. The theme of these
suggestions was ensuring that those who are most
vulnerable are better supported in the long-term.

24 Rhiannon Bennet et al., “Resistance and Resurgence: Decolonization in a Time of ‘Reconciliation,’” https://feministsdeliver.com/register-for-resistance-and-resurgence-
decolonization-in-a-time-of-reconciliation/.
25 Camille Bains, “COVID-19 Measures Contributed to Spike in OD Deaths among B.C. Indigenous People, Health Authority Says,” British Columbia, July 6, 2020, https://
bc.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-measures-contributed-to-spike-in-od-deaths-among-b-c-indigenous-people-health-authority-says-1.5012878.
26 West Coast Environmental Law, “Let’s Build BC Back Better,” May 19, 2020, https://www.wcel.org/blog/lets-build-bc-back-better?utm_source=LEB.
27 Pembina Institute, “Power Shift in Remote Indigenous Communities,” Pembina Institute, accessed July 12, 2020, https://www.pembina.org/pub/indigenous-power-shift.
28 James D. Ford, “Indigenous Health and Climate Change,” American Journal of Public Health 102, no. 7 (May 17, 2012): 1260–66, https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2012.300752.
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Nature at the Centre of Recovery
The role of biodiversity and nature must also be
recognized and included in the recovery process.
Rather than an afterthought, nature needs to be at
the centre of policy response in the rebuilding of
BC’s economy. There has been a call for recovery
policies to mainstream the use of nature in
domestic policies,29 which BC is encouraged to
undertake. To be truly sustainable, green solutions
cannot only involve green energy and technological
innovation, but also protect and conserve BC’s
natural ecosystems.

One aspect of the incorporation of nature into
policy planning is the use of nature based-
solutions. As noted by Manuel Pulgar-Vidal of the
WWF, “nature based solutions support health,
quality of life, and create jobs,”30 making them
pivotal for rebuilding society. By definition, nature
based solutions (NBS) are “solutions to societal
challenges that involve nature…as an integrated
approach that can reduce trade-offs and promote
synergies between the SDGs.”31 By directing these
solutions to regions and the most hard-hit
communities, NBS can rebuild in a manner that
serves these communities and nature
simultaneously. Examples of NBS initiatives include
improving forest management practices to be able
to adapt to and mitigate the climate change crisis,
investing in the conservation and restoration of
coastal ecosystems (particularly wetlands), and
incentivizing farmers to use less nitrogen fertilizer
and adopt practices that sequester carbon on
marginal agricultural land.

To incorporate nature into policy, it is necessary to
build sustainability into the rationale of both policy
makers and industry.32 The province of BC,
therefore, must not forget that global frameworks
such as the SDGs and biodiversity agreements can
be reflected and implemented at the provincial and
local level. To do so, frameworks should be created
and funding should be allocated to ensure the
implementation of these standards at the
provincial and local level. Yet the only way these
standards can be properly implemented in BC is for
the land and resource rights of Indigenous
communities to be guaranteed. Indigenous
communities’ stewardship over their resources is
critical to their resiliency,33 an idea which was
reiterated in our interviews conducted with nature
and youth-based organizations. In addition to this
claim, interviews showed the necessity of meeting
CBD targets and emphasized the idea that clean
technology won’t solve every climate related
problem. By better integrating nature and
biodiversity within recovery strategies, BC can
utilize a more diverse set of policy tools that can
better the health of BC’s residents, the economy,
and the climate.

29 Jose Angel Gurria et al., “Nature-Based Solutions as a Force for a Green and Resilient Recovery,” https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/climate_and_energy/
green_recovery_dialogues/.
30 Ibid.
31 Nathalie Seddon et al., “Understanding the Value and Limits of Nature-Based Solutions to Climate Change and Other Global Challenges,” Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society B: Biological Sciences 375, no. 1794 (March 16, 2020): 20190120, https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2019.0120.
32 Gurria et al., “Nature-Based Solutions as a Force for a Green and Resilient Recovery.”
33 Ibid.
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Impacts on Youth
Nature-based solutions can also act in the interest
of a demographic deeply affected by COVID-19,
that being youth. This demographic is and will
continue to deal with the adverse effects of both
climate change and the fallout from COVID-19
throughout their lives. To achieve a strategy that
ensures sustainable prosperity, youth must play a
pivotal role in its creation, as they will be
responsible for addressing these challenges and
bearing their burden looking forward.

A concern for youth, as a result of COVID-19, is the
breakdown of the labour market. Policies resulting
from the COVID-19 crisis have the opportunity to
incentivize and create jobs that work towards
achieving true sustainability as well as providing
long-term employment. Jobs that prioritize nature,
from trail-building and maintenance to land
reclamation, can be feasible options for youth
employment. In government efforts to create these
jobs, it is crucial to prioritize funding for Indigenous
youth to find employment within their
communities geared towards the protection and
management of their lands. Also necessary for the
provision of these initiatives is ensuring access to
any funding or programming for youth in BC,
regardless of and not restricted bymigratory status
of the individual. Skills training for youth to
accelerate their ability to work in green sectors,
such as the retrofitting of homes and buildings,
could assist in bridging the gaps between youth
unemployment and a green recovery. By doing so,
jobs offered to youth emerging from this crisis will
be less seasonal in nature, and should be
promoted as a vibrant and viable career path.

In terms of involvement in recovery planning,
opportunities for youth involvement and
participation is crucial to the policy process, as
many youth find themselves in a precarious
situation in terms of job security, housing, COVID-
free transit, among other concerns. Sufficient
access to resources to foster their well-being are
crucial to ensure the prosperity of youth looking
towards an unknown future, from mental health
support to increased educational opportunities to
integrate them better into the changing workforce.
As a result of the current health crisis, their
opinions must be considered and built directly into
the formation of policy, so that they are central to
a response framework that will have a significant
and direct effect on their lives. Rather than being a
demographic who are merely a part of public
consultation efforts, youth should be empowered
to take an active role in policy formulation moving
forward.

34 Future of Life Institute, “Climate Change.”
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Recommendations
The following recommendations are based on the
considerations outlined above. The BCCIC Climate
Change supports the following recommendations –
developed with other youth and climate
organizations – to encourage a sustainable
recovery:

■ Implement truly transformative action by
investing in green technological development,
retrofitting homes, incentivizing shifts to a
circular economy that span design, production,
procurement, and waste management,
encouraging collaboration, and promoting the
creation of jobs within these initiatives
(Emerging Economy Task Force).35 In addition,
we recommend reviewing CleanBC to assess
the effectiveness and thoroughness of its
ambitions in addressing the current threats to
public health, the economy, and the
environment.

■ Help large companies and SMEs adopt clean
technologies, provide incentives for their
compliance, and introduce education
opportunities on the benefits that sustainable
practices can bring to their businesses. In
addition, opportunities should be created for
the collaboration between SMEs and larger
businesses, as well as emerging entrepreneurs,
to better adopt the circular economy strategy
mentioned above (National Observer).36

■ Invest in the conservation and restoration of
BC’s diverse ecosystems (especially ensuring
the vitality of its temperate rainforests),
develop pedestrian/cycling routes as well as
public green spaces, restructure municipal
finances to be less dependent on tax generated

from gas, property, and development costs,
improve access to safe public transit,
restructure production and waste
management with the goal of zero-waste, and
reinforce localized economies by supporting
small, local business and food security (Climate
Caucus).37

■ Invest in sustainable farming practices, food
security and the protection of biodiversity
through investment in restorative agriculture
(Clean50).38

■ Invest in the rehabilitation and the
“remediation of polluted sites” (Smart Property
Institute’s Resilient Recovery Framework).39

■ Ensure that all recovery-related policies are
centered around the goal of upholding
Canada’s international climate commitments
(Pembina Institute).40 To do so, BC should
advocate for Canada to strengthen its 2030
emissions targets to adequately reflect its fair
share of the mitigation burden and update its
NDC to the UNFCCC by the end of this year.

35 Province of British Columbia, “Emerging Economy Task Force Final Report March 2020.”
36 Mike Moffatt and John McNally, “These 10 Steps Will Strengthen Canada’s Economy and Climate,” National Observer, May 5, 2020, https://www.nationalobserver.com/
2020/05/05/opinion/these-10-steps-will-strengthen-canadas-economy-and-climate.
37 Climate Caucus, “Green, Just Recovery and Creating Resilient Local Governments,” April 22, 2020, Green, just recovery and creating resilient local governments.
38 Clean50, “Post COVID19: 217 Clean50 Leaders Call for a #CleanReset for Canada,” April 22, 2020, https://clean50.com/cleanreset/.
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In addition, the BCCIC believes that the
following recommendations adequately build
off work already being done to incorporate the
considerations mentioned within this report
and suggestions of interviewed youth-based
climate organizations:

01 A more ambitious climate action plan for British Columbia

Based on the concept of “do no harm” purported by the EU and WWF as a key organizing principle
in strategies of sustainable development, the Province of British Columbia should not pursue
policies that actively work against the interest of ambitious climate action, but should rather divest
from high-pollution industries, and commit to investments in renewable energies to reach net-zero
carbon emissions before 2050. To do so, BCmust implement more ambitious climate action policies
and establish longer-term climate targets that would create resilient structural changes. BC stands
on the forefront of climate action in Canada, but the province still has more to improve. We urge the
BC government to review the decision to freeze the carbon pricing at CA$45 per tonne, and continue
to increase the pricing incrementally to the fair-share carbon price level of CA$150 per tonne. The
BC government should also mandate the BC Investment Management Corporation to gradually
divest from fossil fuel producers and high pollution industries starting from 2022, and aim for a full
divestment of the portfolio by 2030.

02 Assessment and accountability

Create a means of assessing progress on strategies outlined within recovery policies by developing
specific sets of indicators, metrics, and frameworks to increase accountability. The consultation
process ahead of the publication of this report found accountability to be a common measure to be
improved upon in recovery policies moving forward, with the goal of transparent monitoring and
reporting of progress in concrete terms. We recommend that any recovery measures must have
concrete timelines attached to each actionable item, which explicitly address how each strategy will
be measured, and provide regular reporting on action items for public viewing and scrutiny.
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03 A provincial framework for achieving the SDGs

Synergize with the federal government to incorporate the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
within provincial frameworks that will translate into local actions to better establish Canada’s
international climate commitments throughout all levels of government. Although Canada has
committed to the 17 SDGs from a national standpoint, there lacks the same accountability to the
SDGs as a guiding framework at the provincial level. As an SDG Unit currently exists at the federal
level, we believe that it is important to establish a provincial equivalent for BC within the
Intergovernmental Relations Secretariat (IGRS). By implementing an SDG Unit at the provincial level,
BC can better coordinate the translation of federal initiatives to uphold SDG targets and
international commitments to the local level.

04 Cross-sectoral collaboration between different levels of government

Generate opportunities for cross-sectoral collaboration between different levels of government.
Such initiatives should include Indigenous governance, government departments, the private
sector, civil society organizations, activist groups, academia, and individual citizens to ensure the
proper diversity of voices consulted in the creation of recovery policies and to discourage operating
in silos. By doing so, BC will be able to frame the conversation around resilient recovery beyond
economic considerations and make it inclusive to stakeholders raising concerns about climate
change, biodiversity conservation, poverty reduction, social equity, and food and housing security.
Such conversations provide the advantage of pre-competitive collaboration within the private sector
so that the necessary transformational changes can take place in industry. We recommend that the
BC government develop programming that offers opportunity for these various stakeholders to
consult together through a series of participatory forums across the province that allow the chance
for dialogues between these groups to be exchanged and incorporated into decision-making. Steps
should also be taken to ensure that underrepresented groups have an equal opportunity to attend
these dialogues.

05 Just transition

Provide investment into skills training to provide equitable access to job opportunities for
disadvantaged and marginalized groups such as Indigenous communities, Black communities,
women, people of colour, migrants, youth, and marginalized genders. As the creation of green jobs
is seen as key for a climate-conscious recovery, it is paramount that projects that may result from
such strategies, such as building and home retrofitting, are made accessible for disadvantaged
groups. The provision of specialized skills training programs targeted towards these groups are
important to ensure that jobs created from recovery strategies are readily accessible. Efforts should
also be taken to promote and invest in pre-existing green initiatives and jobs that are being led by
individuals in these communities.
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06 Support Indigenous rights, dignity and sovereignty

Support the stewardship of Indigenous communities in terms of land and resource rights to ensure
their access to safe drinking water to foster resiliency and overall health, and work to reduce the
reliance on diesel for power within these communities. Crucial to any action taken concerning the
land and resources of BC, is the commitment to ensuring that Indigenous communities, as stewards
of that land, are at the forefront of the leadership and management of such initiatives and possess
sovereignty over their traditional lands. Funding, therefore, should be allocated towards the
Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas and towards the establishment of Guardianship
Programs within their communities. It is also recommended that a key strategic action within
recovery planning must be to coordinate and execute an action plan in collaboration with
Indigenous communities and clean technology professionals to guarantee access to safe drinking
water and outline a transition from diesel to sources of clean energy for all communities in BC.

07 Youth engagement

Develop a strategy for the engagement and involvement of young people of all backgrounds and
abilities in the policy process for the recovery response to COVID-19. As has been explained above,
the policy response to this crisis will have fundamental implications for youth as a demographic.
Youth opinion is only one crucial aspect that is needed within government strategies, but also the
creation of accessible avenues for their involvement in policy making. The policy process needs to
reflect not only meaningful engagement with youth, but also an active effort to incorporate them as
key actors in the program formation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation processes. We,
therefore, recommend that the BC government incorporate youth-based organizations and
networks into task forces for recovery planning, look to train student researchers to assist in the
policy analysis and development processes, and hire youth to develop engagement strategies for
their own demographic. An example of such an engagement strategy would be the creation of
spaces available for youth to congregate and brainstorm their opinions and concerns on certain
policies. These actions are only some of many that could be incorporated to better involve youth in
policy making, and actions chosen should be codified in concrete guidelines that outline steps taken
to ensure meaningful participation for youth in the policy process.
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08 Creating nature-based jobs for youth

Further develop existing programming for nature-based jobs for youth. As BC has taken steps to
incorporate youth as a key resource to be utilized by introducing the outdoor job program,more can
be done in this area to ensure that programming reaches its full potential. This program should be
expanded to include an increased number of outdoor jobs such as tree planting, to maintain BC’s
forests, and land reclamation to create a larger variety of nature-based jobs available to youth.
Similar initiatives exist in the United States, such as the Youth Conservation Corps.41 Funding should
also be allocated to nature-based jobs for Indigenous youth within their own communities that
involve the maintenance, conservation, and protection of their own lands. Examples of such
opportunities could include guardianship programs and jobs in the eco-tourism sector, as well as an
expansion of the First Nations Clean Energy Business Fund.

09 Promote climate-based solutions and nature-based jobs

BC must also treat and promote nature-based jobs for youth as a prosperous sector for career
development, rather than a short term solution to unemployment. Although the outdoor job
program offers youth ameans to be introduced to the industry as a career opportunity, it is vital that
nature-based job programming is not seen as a short term solution but is crafted to ensure the
retention of interest in the sector and its promotion as vital to BC’s prosperity moving forward. To
affirm BC’s commitment to the development of the sector as a critical climate-based solution to
recovery, funding should be made available and promoted in the form of scholarships for climate
aware and engaged youth in relevant climate-centred and biodiversity-centred post-secondary
programs.

41 US Forest Service, “Youth Conservation Corps,” accessed July 14, 2020, https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/opportunities-for-young-people/youth-conservation-corps-
opportunities.

Conclusion
Through the implementation of these recommendations, BCCIC hopes that BC’s recovery efforts are set on
a just and sustainable trajectory. However, due to our limited time and resources to fully investigate the
extent of the opinion of BC’s youth-based organizations on the subject, further research would help to bring
other important considerations to the conversation. We hope that other organizations continue to uncover
actionable strategies needed in building back from COVID-19 in a climate-conscious way, and investigate the
impacts and implications BC recovery plans have for a sustainable future. However, if the BC government
implements the recommendations and concerns outlined in this report, it can begin to take the necessary
steps towards a truly just and sustainable future.
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